
The Monthly Newsletter of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church August 2017  Volume 42, Number 8

Our mission makes it 
clear: We are a people 
forgiven in Christ whose 
mission is to proclaim 
Christ and nurture faith 
that connects with every-
day life.

Our beliefs and mission 
shape our values and our values shape how we 
live; one of our fi ve core values is Communi-
ty—“Because we share ‘one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of us all’ 
(Ephesians 4:5), we cherish opportunities to 
build up the one body of Christ through fellow-
ship, learning, service, and worship together.”

Our strategic plan states, “Though OSL is a large 
congregation, we will strive to develop a strong 
sense of community that is rooted in wide 
participation in relational cell groups that, at a 

minimum, provide opportunities for members 
to experience faith and life with trusted compan-
ions.” Toward that end, a LifeGroups Ministry 
Team is exploring what LifeGroups could look 
like at Our Savior’s.

What is a LifeGroup? LifeGroups are small 
groups of 8 to 12 people who gather regularly 
to connect relationally and grow spiritually. 
The group decides where and when to meet, 
though groups that meet more frequently often 
report stronger connections among mem-
bers. LifeGroups study together, pray together, 
enjoy fellowship together, and serve together. 
LifeGroups help us go deeper in our faith by 
connecting us with other believers who also 
want to grow in their experience of God’s 
amazing love through meaningful and authentic 
relationships.

LifeGroups also make a large congregation 
feel smaller and more personal. Members of 
LifeGroups will be able to get to know other 
members of Our Savior’s on a more intimate lev-
el. These relationships often lead to a stronger 
sense of belonging even in a congregation the 
size of Our Savior’s. Group members become 
a network of care for each other; often it is 
members of a group who are there for fellow 
group members to celebrate life milestones and 

From the Senior Pastor
LifeGroups at OSL

to walk through the challenges that surely come.

LifeGroups are usually formed by someone 
who’s interested in connecting people with each 
other—so they’re called Connectors. Connec-

tors invite others to be part of 
their group. Often it’s helpful to 
invite a few friends as well as 
several folks who are unfamiliar 
with others in the group. After 
all, it’s all about relationships!

A Typical LifeGroup 
Meeting. LifeGroups follow a 
simple agenda as a way of being 

intentional about the time group members share 
together. A typical agenda includes:

• Gather – a time of greeting one another
• Connect – a time of sharing highs and lows 

since the last meeting
• Pray – a time when group members pray 

with and for each other
• Study/Serve – a time for growing in faith and 

discipleship
• Refl ect – a time to answer the question, “So 

now what?”
• Plan – a time to decide when/where the 

group will meet next and what it will do
• Send – a time to pray one last time and bless 

each other

Groups that plan to spend 60 to 90 minutes 
together on a regular basis will experience the 
benefi ts of growing together in faith, a sense of 
purpose, and mutual affection.

Coming up at OSL. All OSL members will 
have an opportunity to try out what being a 
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Stryker Jay Johnson, the son of Tyler and Krista Johnson.
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June 2017

July 2, 2017
Flowers are given in celebration of Harold and Kris 

Breitag’s 40th wedding anniversary, by their children and 
grandchildren.

July 9, 2017
Flowers are given by Dave and Donna Krueger in cele-

bration of James and Angela Krueger’s 12th wedding 
anniversary, on July 8.

FlowersFlowers
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member of a LifeGroup is like this fall, during 
a miniseries on the movie The Shack. For three 
weeks, we will focus on several key themes 
from the movie in all weekend worship services. 
LifeGroups will then meet during the week fol-
lowing each 
weekend for 
the purpose 
of further ex-
ploring each 
of the three 
themes. 
Discussion 
guides and other forms of support will be 
provided.

Why not consider being a part of a LifeGroup 
this fall at OSL? There is no doubt you will grow 
in your faith if you do, and OSL will continue to 
grow stronger as a community whose mission 

From the Senior Pastor, continued

is to proclaim Christ and nurture faith that 
connects with everyday life.

For now, think it over. Talk to your friends. 
When September comes, you’ll receive informa-

tion that will make it clear how you can sign up 
to be part of LifeGroup at OSL.

Pr. Randy Gehring

Theology on Tap
Come and join Pr. Randy at Monk’s House of Ale 
Repute, 420 E. 8th St., for Theology on Tap—
conversation, refl ection, prayer, and Christian 
community—on Thursday, August 24, from 8:00 
to 9:30 P.M.

Home Medical Equipment
Remember, OSL has various home medical items—walkers, canes, crutches, shower chairs, 
wheelchairs, etc.—available to check out, through Caring Ministries or the Church Offi ce. Contact 
Michelle Anderson, Faith Community Nurse, 336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@oslchurch.com, to 
see what is available.

Caring Ministries may accept certain items, sanitized and in good working condition, depending on 
need and storage availability. Contact Michelle to discuss.



Caring Ministries
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Zoo Day for Friendship Club
OSL’s Friendship Club had a splendid time at the Great Plains Zoo and Delbridge Museum at its 
June meeting. After viewing the newly remodeled exhibits and attractions, the group enjoyed a sack 
lunch, courtesy of the Senior Ministries Board. Friendship Club is now on summer break, but will 
be back in September with interesting programs and good fellowship. Watch for details!

Health Ministries 
Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing health 
ministries that meet on a weekly or monthly 
basis. Feel free to join any of the following 
sessions. For more information, contact Michelle 
Anderson, Faith Community Nurse, 336-2942, 
ext. 48, or mianderson@oslchurch.com.

Footcare Clinic 
Cost is $25 per person. Wednesday, August 2, 
8:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Call the Church Offi ce, 
336-2942, to schedule your appointment. 

Hope for Living with Illness or Cancer 
Every Tuesday at 2:00 P.M. in the Friendship 
Room. People and their families who have or 
are experiencing the challenge of cancer are 
welcome. If you cannot attend, but would like 
to be on our prayer and devotional mailing list, 
contact Michelle Anderson, 336-2942, ext. 48, or 
mianderson@oslchurch.com. 

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 
Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls (to 
be given to people to remind them of God’s 
presence and love in their lives) and mittens and 
scarves (for missions). 
Wednesday, August 9 and 23, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Rm. 
2nd Saturday Knitters, August 12, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Rm. 

Good Grief 
Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M. in Room 103. For 
anyone dealing with loss and crisis in life.

Memory Care Support Group 
Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 A.M., Room 103. 
For caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia, a place to share and to receive under-
standing and empathy. Contact Caring Ministries, 
336-2942, for information.

Pickleball 
OSL-sponsored Pickleball: Mondays, 
8:00 A.M. to noon and 5:00 to 9:00 P.M.; Tues-
days, 8:00 A.M. to noon; Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.; Thursdays, 1:00 
to 5:00 P.M.



Caring Ministries
Summer Blast Car Show and More
OSL celebrated its fi rst Summer Blast of 2017 on June 15 with a Car Show, games, good food, and an awesome worship service. Over 25 classic cars 
fi lled OSL’s south parking lot, and Vacation Bible School kids helped “Peter and Paul” deliver the evening message. It was truly a wonderful evening! The 
season’s fi nal Summer Blast will be on August 16—don’t miss it, and bring your friends!
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OSL Women’s Fall Retreat 
“The Art of Mindfulness” is the theme of this year’s Women’s Fall Retreat, on September 22 and 
23, at Joy Ranch, near Watertown. Pr. Cindy Hoy will be the event’s facilitator. Cindy is the director 
of Pastoral and Spiritual Care at Sanford. Music will be provided by Toni LeVasseur. Register at the 
Information Center or online at oslchurch.com/events.

Congregational Life
Serve Sioux Falls
For the past few weeks, OSL members and friends have been signing up to be part of a 60-day 
citywide service campaign, Serve Sioux Falls: 60 Days to Unite the City, to help transform Sioux 
Falls with God’s Spirit of love and mercy. The idea is for volunteers to sign up to help with 
projects, or for teams of volunteers to add their projects to the program. OSL Library volunteers 
and reading program participants have already completed their project, Laundry of Love; see the 
OSL Library section in this month’s Intercom for their report. Other OSL projects include VOA, 
Dakotas: Records Storage Relocation, with team leader Pr. Randy Gehring; and Faith Temple 
Food Giveaway, with team leader Melissa Nesdahl. Other project may yet come together; keep an 
eye on weekly bulletin announcements. Contact team leaders or the Church Offi ce, 336-2942, to 
see about joining a team.

Serve Sioux Falls will celebrate 
the 60 days of unity with City 
Fest, August 26 and 27, featuring 
local and multicultural speakers 
and Christian music artists. 
Children, youth, and family activ-
ities will be available as well, all 
to celebrate what God is doing in 
Sioux Falls!

To learn more about Serve 
Sioux Falls and City Fest, visit 
servesiouxfalls.com.

Looking Back 
& Called Forward: 
ELCA 500 
In this 500th year of the Reformation, congrega-
tions, members, synods and other institutions 
of the ELCA will be observing the anniversary by 
a variety of events and activities in the coming 
months. Many of the local activities will refl ect 
the magnitude of work being done on a national 
and international scale.

One such event, Looking Back & Called For-
ward: ELCA 500, will be held in Washington, 
D.C., on Tuesday, October 31. All are invited 
to join ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
as she co-hosts the event, which will include 
speakers and a service, at the Lutheran Church 
of the Reformation on Capitol Hill. Bishop Eaton 
will be joined by co-hosts Bishop Bill Gafkjen of 

the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA Vice Presi-
dent Bill Horne, and Bishop Dick Graham of the 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod. 

The event is open to the public and will be 
available online via livestream. All are invited to 
participate and honor the Reformation anniver-
sary as we bear public witness to Christ, who 
frees us to love and serve our neighbor, and as 
we look to the future to which God is calling us. 

More details will be available in the near future. 
Visit ELCA500.org/events to stay up-to-date on 
this and other ELCA 500 events.



Caring Ministries
Stillness, by Margot Nelson
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.” Psalm 46:10

God’s invitation to stillness can be a declaration that there is a calm in 
the midst of chaos 
and uncertainty. 
Often our busy lives 
are reminiscent of 
a storm, perhaps a 

tornado or cyclone. The eye of the storm has been described as a region 
of calm at the center of a cyclone. So God calls us to seek that calm 
and quiet center even though our world may be spinning out of control 
around us; it may truly seem that we’re caught in the midst of a cyclone. 

What a powerful notion—that calm and peace can coexist with 
turbulence, confl ict, and frenzy …and that we can tap into that calm 
stillness by shifting the focus of our attention. How do we accomplish 
that? Our minds are powerful—what we think and attend to paves the 
way to our feelings of peace vs. anxiety. When we pray for calm and 
peace, we can tap into the power of Jesus, refl ected in Mark’s gospel 
about the storm: “He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, 
‘Quiet! Be still!’ Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.” 
(Mark 4:39)

In a contemporary worship tune, “The Eye of the Storm,” Ryan Steven-
son captures this same concept of Jesus’ presence in diffi cult times: 

In the eye of the storm,
You remain in control,
And in the middle of the war, 
you guard my soul.
You alone are the anchor,
When my sails are torn,
Your love surrounds me 
In the eye of the storm.

(You’ll fi nd the song in its entirety at youtube.com/watch?v=
BTonhOA5lDs.)

If you are having diffi culty fi nding the calm in the midst of the crazi-
ness in your life, consider having a Stephen Minister to help you fi nd 
it. Contact Pr. Tim Lemme (336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@oslchurch.
com); Deb Harlan, Caring Ministries Director (336-2942, ext. 48, or 
dharlan@oslchurch.com); or Michelle Anderson, Faith Family Nurse 
(336-2942, ext. 28, or mianderson@oslchurch.com).

OSL Women of the ELCA

OSL Summer Blast August 16
Don’t miss the season’s last Summer Blast, on Wednesday, August 16! The 
theme will be “Farmer’s Market.” Food will be served starting at 5:00 P.M., 
with fun and games at 5:30. A simple outdoor worship service will follow, 
at 6:30.

mm r Bl t A t 16

“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no au-
thority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 
have been established by God. This is also why you pay taxes, for the 
authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give 
to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; if re-
spect, then respect; if 
honor, then honor.” 
Romans 13:1, 6–7

Bible Study. Upending the tables (source: gathermagazine.org): What 
is our responsibility when the very systems that have been put in place to 
protect people and make sure justice is done become tools to oppress? 
Do we just stand by and allow injustice to continue?

Unit Wide Mission 
Project 2017. WELCA 
members got together 
and assembled 40 Com-
fort Bags, which were 
delivered to Sanford 
Oncology. This was in 
support of WELCA’s 
2017 Unit Wide Mission 
Project, “OSL WELCA Has 
It in the Bag.”

Coming Up. WELCA Fall Luncheon will be on Saturday, September 30, 
at 11:00 A.M., in The Gathering Place. The presenter will be Jo Hausman, 
whose topic will be “Go for It! A Woman’s Guide to Perseverance.” 
Tickets ($9) will be on sale in mid-September. 

“All you need in the world is love and laughter. That’s all anybody needs. 
To have love in one hand and laughter in the other.” —August Wilson

All Anew: Ready or Not (Part 3), 
by Tami Skorczewski
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OSL Youth and Family August Quick Calendar – Youth
6 – Scavenger Hunt and Pizza 
9 – MSYG – Cookies and Canvas
16 – Summer Blast; Emerge Youth 
 Group Fire
20 – ELCA Youth Gathering Meeting
21 – Lunch Is Served
23 – Mentor Training

Scrip and Grocery Gift Cards
Stop by the Youth Information table in The 
Gathering Place on Sunday mornings, from 
9:30 to 10:30, and see what kind of scrip gift 
cards you can order. Orders placed by 2:00 P.M. 
Monday will be available to pick up on Thursday 
afternoon in the Church Offi ce, or at the Youth 
Information Table on Sunday mornings. OSL 
Youth continue to sell Hy-Vee and Fareway gift 
cards as well. All proceeds help Youth Ministry.

ELCA Youth Gathering
OSL Youth are looking ahead to next summer’s 
big event, the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, 
Texas! There will be an informational meeting 
on August 20, at which you will have an oppor-
tunity to pre-register to secure a spot on the 
trip. If you register at the informational meeting 
and make the $150 non-refundable deposit, you 
will get some added perks—not only a reduced 
trip price, but also a Gathering-themed Nalgene 
water bottle and two lunches paid for during 
the trip ($25 value). Stay tuned for details about 
time and place for the meeting!

Faith Formation Notes
Sunday and Wednesday School kick-off will be 
on September 10 and 13. Register your child 
or children for Sunday or Wednesday School 
via the link at oslchurch.com/children. This 
will help ensure OSL has your current contact 
information and you will receive important 
information.

The “Welcome to Church” Milestone for two-
year-olds will be on August 20, from 11:30 A.M. 
to 1:00 P.M. There will be a light lunch from 
11:30 to 12:00, followed by taking pictures of 
your child throughout the building, which will 
be made into a book for your family to keep 
and read. Register for this event via the link at 
oslchurch.com/children.

The Back-to-School Backpack Blessing will be 
on August 27, at all worship services. Bring your 
backpack and receive a special blessing as you 
start the 2017–2018 school year!

All families with a child through age three are 
welcome to the Noah’s Ark Party on August 
27, from 9:30 to 10:30 A.M., in the Heavenly 
Hangout. Come see the new engaging items in 
the room and hear about Frolic, the Sunday 
and Wednesday School education program your 
family will enjoy.

Emerge Youth Group Fire
The last high-school Youth Group fi re of the 
summer will take place on Wednesday, 
August 16, at the fi re pit on the west side of the 
south parking lot, behind the fence, starting at 
7:15 P.M., following Summer Blast. Bring a chair 
or blanket to sit on. There will be s’mores, as 
always!

Scavenger Hunt and Pizza 
Who doesn’t love a little friendly competition 
that ends in a pizza party? Middle- and high-
school students and families are invited to form 
teams (no bigger than what can fi t inside a car 
with everyone in seatbelts) for a photo scaven-
ger hunt around Sioux Falls. We will meet in 
The Gathering Place at 3:15 P.M. on Sunday, 
August 6, and have groups return by 5:00 P.M. 
While points are being tabulated, everyone will 
make their own pizza for dinner and join in 
some fellowship time. Teams may sign up at the 
Youth Information Table in The Gathering Place, 
email Elise (ehasche@oslchurch.com), or reg-
ister via the link at oslchurch.com/youth.

MSYG–Middle School 
Youth Group
For our last MSYG event of the summer, we will 
be gathering in Fellowship Hall for a night of 
Cookies & Canvas on Wednesday, August 9, from 
6:30 to 8:30. The cost will be $26.63 (includes 
tax) per canvas. Middle school students and 
their friends are welcome to sign up at the Youth 
Information Table in The Gathering Place, email 
Elise (ehasche@oslchurch.com), or register via 
the link at oslchurch.com/youth.

Lunch Is Served
Middle- and high-school students and families 
are invited to an evening of making sack lunches 
for the community in need here in Sioux Falls. 
We will meet at Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
1600 E. 12th St., at 5:30 P.M., on Monday, 
August 21, to put together around 300 lunch-
es. We will end the evening with an ice cream 
social. Sign up at the Youth Information Table 
in The Gathering Place, email Elise (ehasche@
oslchurch.com), or register via the link at 
oslchurch.com/youth.

Mentor Training
All parents and adults who have signed up to be 
small-group mentors for confi rmation students 
this year will gather in the Youth Room on 
Wednesday, August 23, at 6:00 P.M., a brief train-
ing session. We will be done by 7:00 P.M.

What Do You Know?
Do you have specifi c knowledge or interest 
about a biblical or faith-based subject? Or a tal-
ent that God has blessed you with that you wish 
to share with students? 

OSL Youth Ministry is looking for adults who 
would like to teach a two- to three-week 
course in something they are passionate about 
to a small group of confi rmation students, in 
January 2018. Sound interesting? Contact Elise, 
ehasche@oslchurch.com or 336-2942, ext. 35, 
to discuss.
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During the last week of June, I attended a wor-
ship conference in Kansas City that was won-
derful—500 music directors gathered with the 
best in our fi eld to lead worship, share, teach, 
inspire, and enjoy fellowship with God. 

Dinner was on our own, and my hotel provided 
breakfast and a light dinner, so I returned to the 
hotel for dinner. As I was sitting in the dining 
area a group of men entered wearing extreme 
winter clothing—this was the last week of June 
and temperatures were 94 and humid! I asked 
one of them why they were dressed this way and 
he explained that the crew were electricians 
working in a cold storage facility at -10 degrees. 
He then asked what I was doing in KC, and I told 
him about the worship conference. He told me 
that he attended church as a child but quit after 
he was confi rmed. He didn’t “need” to attend 
church, and asked, “Why church?” 

I paused for a few seconds while  structuring my 
response. These 10 seconds of silence prompt-
ed him to say, “I thought so. I’ve gotta go.” He 
left me before I could answer his question! Arg! 

I sat there in shock and then got very upset with 
myself for not immediately responding. Those 

Worship and Arts

who know me well know that I often speak 
before thinking things through, so this was not a 
normal situation for me. 

For the next 24 hours I felt like I had failed God 
and this man. 

The next evening I was again eating at the hotel 
and in came the same crew. I immediately invit-
ed that same man to my table and told him I had 
an answer to his question. He was tired and a bit 
uncomfortable, but graciously invited me to an-
swer. I told him that faith is more than a weekly 
gathering, but that it is not less than that. I used 
a sports analogy: attending weekly worship 
services is like the huddle of a football team. We 
Christians huddle once a week to corporately 
praise God, but it’s like a strategy meeting, not 
the “game.” We gather to give God glory and to 
remember Jesus’ sacrifi ce through communion, 
but we also get inspiration and encouragement 
from the teaching and fellowship to help us 
live out our faith in the “game”—everyday life. 
Praise God! This man received my answer with 
kindness and grace. 

I thank God for the second chance I was given 
to answer the question “Why church?” and I 

Why Church? 
Chorus-pondence from Gene LeVasseur 

pray that you will dig deep into your soul to 
ponder this question for yourself and be ready 
with your answer! 

The church gives me the scriptures, Jesus, 
prayer and so many wonderful people. I thank 
God for every brother and sister in Christ here at 
Our Savior’s. I pray that you will be inspired to 
gather every week for our “huddle” to worship 
together. St. Cyprian (A.D. 200–258), one of the 
early saints of the church, wrote, “He can no 
longer have God for his Father, who has not the 
church for his mother.” 

For me, church has always been about both 
the doctrine and the relationships. One without 
the other of these doesn’t reach as deeply into 
my heart and soul. Doctrines alone turns me 
into a passive listener, relationships alone often 
magnify the people rather than God. I fi nd when 
I focus on both doctrine and relationships at 
church that I feel that I am dwelling with God. 

Sing-cerely,
Gene

OSL Staffer Becomes U.S. Citizen
At a naturalization ceremony held at Mt. Rushmore on June 15, OSL 
custodian Duresa Kabato joined nearly 200 other people from 39 coun-
tries to become a U.S. citizen. Duresa is on the left in the photo at right, 
in the white shirt and tie, as the oath is administered.

Upon Duresa’s return to Sioux Falls, the rest of the OSL staff treated him 
to lunch to celebrate his achievement. At a local Chinese restaurant. 
The U.S. is indeed a melting pot!

Congratulations to Duresa and his wife, Asantu, and their children!
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OSL Library

One Church One Read
Stop in the OSL Library, 
check out a copy of 
A Man Called Ove by 
Fredrick Backman, and 
join the Library’s fall 
One Church One Read 
discussion on 
September 24, at 
10:00 A.M., in the Friend-
ship Room.

Ove is a curmudgeon—the kind of man who 
points at people he dislikes as if they were 
burglars caught outside his bedroom window. 
He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a 
short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor” 
but must Ove be considered bitter just because 
he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to 
his face all the time?

Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a 
sadness. One November morning a chatty young 
couple with two chatty young daughters move in 
next door and accidentally fl atten Ove’s mailbox. 
It is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming 
tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, 
and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul—all 
of which will change one cranky old man and 

The Shack—Book and Movie
To help OSL members prepare for the upcoming three-week fall series based on The 
Shack (beginning the weekend of September 16–17; see Pr. Randy’s column on page 
1 for more information), the OSL Library has multiple copies of the book available for 
check-out, and has scheduled four free showings of the movie, in the HolyWord Theatre, 
on these dates:

• Wednesday, August 16, following Summer Blast worship (approximately 7:10 P.M.). 
Popcorn will be served.

• Wednesday, September 13, at 6:00 P.M. Popcorn will be served.
• Sunday, September 10, at 12:30 P.M. A pizza and salad lunch will be served for those 

who RSVP to the Library prior to noon on Thursday, September 7.
• Saturday, September 16, at 2:30 P.M. Popcorn will be served.

Build a Better World 
Reading Program Ends Soon
Over 80 children and youth have been reading 
books this summer, as part of the OSL Library’s 
Build a Better World summer reading program, 
which will end on August 13.

Participants are competing in a contest to see 
who reads the most books during the 10-week 
program. Library staff are tracking the children 
and youths’ progress by building a domino city 

landscape on the bulletin board in the Library. 
Each participating child selected a domino 
color, and dots are being placed on the domi-
noes for each book they read. At the end of the 
program, the one child and one youth who have 
read the most books will receive a grand prize.

a local residents’ association to their very foun-
dations. A feel-good story in the spirit of The 
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major 
Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Fredrik Backman’s 
novel about the angry old man next door is a 
thoughtful exploration of the profound impact 
one life has on countless others.

Reading Participants, 
Volunteers Serve Sioux Falls
To put the OSL Library’s summer reading pro-
gram, Build a Better World, into action and live 
out OSL’s mission of connecting faith to everyday 
life, children involved in the program, their 



OSL Library

Monthly Book Club 
for Adults

The Book Club for Adults 
meets at 7:00 P.M. on the 
fourth Thursday of each 
month in the OSL Library 
to discuss that month’s 
novel. The August 24 
selection will be The 
Nest by Cynthia D’Aprix 
Sweeney. 

Every family has its problems, but even among 
the most troubled, the Plumb family stands out 
as spectacularly dysfunctional.

Years of simmering tensions fi nally reach a 
breaking point on an unseasonably cold after-
noon in New York City as Melody, Beatrice, and 
Jack Plumb gather to confront their charismatic 
and reckless older brother, Leo, freshly released 
from rehab. Months earlier Leo had a car acci-
dent that has endangered the Plumbs’ joint trust 
fund, “The Nest,” which they are months away 
from fi nally receiving.

Meant by their deceased father to be a modest 
mid-life supplement, the Nest’s value has soared 
along with the stock market, and the Plumb sib-
lings have been counting on the money to solve 
a number of self-infl icted problems.

The Nest is a story about the power of family, the 
possibilities of friendship, the ways we depend 
upon one another and the ways we let one an-
other down. In this deftly written debut, Sweeney 
brings a remarkable cast of characters to life 
to illuminate what money does to relationships, 
what happens to our ambitions over the course 
of time, and the fraught yet unbreakable ties we 
share with those we love.

Join this exciting community of readers! A list of 
the 2017 selections is available in the Library.

parents, and Library Committee 
members participated in the Serve 
Sioux Falls: 60 Days to Unite a 
City community service project on 
Saturday, July 15. 

The OSL Library’s Serve Sioux 
Falls project, Red Door: Laundry 
of Love, blessed local laundromat 
customers by offering free services 
(quarters, detergent, laundry bags, 
and kids’ activities) and initiating 
relationships with the customers. 
Volunteers did over 80 loads for 
customers. One young man said 
he had saved to do his laundry for quite a while 
and was willing to pay for his own, since he had 

the money, but when it was suggested that he 
use his money for other necessities, he accepted 
gratefully, saying he felt God had brought him 
to that particular laundromat that 
day—and that he could really use 
some groceries. A woman said 
she had brought only half of her 
laundry, since that is all she could 
afford to do. With tears in her 
eyes, she said she felt so blessed 
and could now buy gas to get to 
work the following week.

Laundry of Love volunteers includ-
ed David Bacon; Jeanne Carter; 
Kathy Horsted; Deb Merxbauer; 
Jay, Jim, and Nora Novak; Ashley 
Paulson; Barb Peterson; and 
Donna and Dick Wilson.

Reading Program Volunteers, continued

Photos: (previous page) OSL 
volunteers with a couple of 
laundromat customers; (above) 
Donna Wilson converses with a 
customer; (left) Jay Novak starts 
a washing machine; (below) two 
Laundry of Love customers with 
their new Thrivent T-shirt.
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OSL Library Hours
Sunday  8:15 A.M.–12:00 P.M.
MONDAY  9:00 A.M.–NOON
Tuesday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Wednesday  9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
Thursday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Friday  Closed
2nd Saturday 

of the Month 10:00 A.M.–noon 
 and 4:30–6:30 P.M.

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African 
Childhood by Trevor Noah. Noah’s unlikely 

path from apartheid 
South Africa to the desk 
of The Daily Show 
began with a criminal 
act: his birth. Trevor 
was born to a white 
Swiss father and a black 
Xhosa mother at a time 
when such a union was 
punishable by fi ve years 
in prison. Living proof of 

his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly 
indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound 
by the extreme and often absurd measures his 
mother took to hide him from a government that 
could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally 
liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical 
white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on 
a grand adventure, living openly and freely and 
embracing the opportunities won by a centu-
ries-long struggle.

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous 
young boy who grows into a restless young 
man as he struggles to fi nd himself in a world 
where he was never supposed to exist. It is also 
the story of that young man’s relationship with 
his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious 
mother—a woman determined to save her son 
from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse 
that would ultimately threaten her own life.

The stories collected here are by turns hilari-
ous, dramatic, and deeply affecting. His stories 
weave together to form a moving and searingly 
funny portrait of a boy making his way through 
a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed 
only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s 
unconventional, unconditional love.

Additional New Titles
• Unleashed by Gordon Korman
• Ramona and Her Father by Beverly Cleary
• The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo

New for Middle- and 
High-School Youth

New Picture, Chapter Books, 
and Early Readers
Same Kind of Different as Me for Kids by 
Ron Hall and Denver Moore. This remark-

able story shows what 
can happen when we 
choose to help. Kids 
will discover that we 
can all make a differ-
ence—no matter how 
big or small we are 

and no matter how big or small the task.

Based on the New York Times bestseller Same 
Kind of Different as Me, which sold more 
than a million copies worldwide and inspired 
a major motion picture, this book tells the true 
story of Denver Moore and Ron Hall, who also 
created the delightful illustrations in this book. 
Share the power of friendship and faith with 
your children.

Additional New Picture Books
• If I Built a House by Chris Van Dusen
• Tap the Magic Tree by Christie Matheson

New Early Readers
• Go, Dog, Go by P. D. Eastman
• And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry 

Street by Dr. Seuss

New Chapter Books
• Who Is Barack Obama? by Roberta Edwards
• Haggis and Tank Unleashed: Howl at the 

Moon by Jessica Young

New Books for Adults
Martin Luther: Rebel in an Age of 

Upheaval by Heinz 
Schilling. No other 
German has shaped the 
history of early–mod-
ern Europe more than 
Martin Luther.

In this comprehensive 
and balanced biogra-
phy we see Luther as a 
rebel, but not as a lone 

hero; rather as a soldier in a mighty struggle for 
the universal reform of Christianity and its role 
in the world. The foundation of Protestantism 
changed the religious landscape of Europe, and 
subsequently the world, but the author chooses 
to show Luther not simply as a reformer, but as 
an individual.

In this study of the Wittenberg monk, Heinz 
Schilling—one of Germany’s leading social and 
political historians—gives the reader a rounded 
view of a diffi cult, contradictory character, who 
changed the world by virtue of his immense will.

Additional New Titles
• The Orphan Keeper by Camron Wright
• Beach House for Rent by Mary Alice 

Monroe
• Every Child Needs a Praying Mom by 

Fern Nichols
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Summer Worship Services (through Labor Day)
 Saturday Evening
  Festive Worship – 5:00 P.M., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 A.M., Celebrate Center
  Festive Worship – 10:00 A.M., Sanctuary
  Celebrate Worship – 10:30 A.M., Celebrate Center

Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 A.M., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1
 Festive: 1:00 P.M., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53)
 Website: oslchurch.com
 Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf ·  
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf

Ministry Support 
through June 30

 Annual Giving
Pledged $2,008,616
Received YTD $898,919
Remaining $1,109,697
Projected YTD $935,739
Ahead/(Behind) ($36,820)
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