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Does God still love us 
when we’re angry at 
Him?

Is it possible to heal 
from unbearable loss?

The powerful story of 
the movie The Shack 

will connect with you—whether you are search-
ing for faith or lost it somewhere along the way. 
And for everyone who is hurting and knows 
what it’s like to lose someone, The Shack offers 
a message of real-life hope. 

Starting in worship on September 16 and 
17, Our Savior’s will be hosting a three-week 
sermon series that will draw upon scripture and 
video clips from the fi lm to help you trust God 
more completely, connect with God in a deeper 
way, and experience life-changing love and 
forgiveness even in the midst of pain.

Check outoslchurch.com for more information 
and all the details.

Join a LifeGroup during The 
Shack Sermon Series
A key piece of making the most of our ser-
mon series on The Shack will be LifeGroups. 
LifeGroups are small groups of 8 to 12 people 

who gather regularly to connect relationally and 
grow spiritually. The group decides where and 
when to meet to study together, pray together, 
enjoy fellowship together, and serve together. 
LifeGroups help us go deeper in our faith by 
connecting us with other believers who also 
want to grow in their experience of God’s 
amazing love through relationships that are both 
meaningful and authentic.

LifeGroups follow a simple agenda as a way 
of being intentional about the time they share 
together. A typical agenda includes:

• Gather – a time of greeting one another
• Connect – a time of sharing highs and lows 

since the last meeting
• Pray – a time when group members pray 

with and for each other
• Study/Serve – a time for growing in faith and 

discipleship
• Refl ect – a time to answer the 
question, “So now what?”
• Plan – a time to decide when/
where the group will meet next and 
what it will do
• Send – a time to pray one last 
time and bless each other

From the Senior Pastor
The Shack Is Coming to Our Savior’s

Groups that plan to spend 60 – 90 minutes 
together on a regular basis will experience the 
benefi ts of growing together in faith, a sense of 
purpose, and mutual affection.

Why not consider being a part of a LifeGroup 
this fall at OSL? There is no doubt you will grow 
in your faith if you do, and OSL will continue 
to grow stronger as a community as we strive 
together to connect faith with everyday life.

Sign up at the Information Center, at 
oslchurch.com, or by calling the Church Offi ce 
(336-2942)

Echoing the words of Papa in The Shack: 
In fondness for each of you,

Pr. Randy Gehring



July 23, 2017
Jayden Bynon Davies, the son of Boone and 

Christina Davies.

July 29, 2017
Evelyn Henrietta Benck, the daughter of Josh and 

Michelle Benck.

August 6, 2017
Brooklyn Grace Wong, the daughter of Curtis and 

Laura Wong.

BaptismsBaptisms
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In Memory of Bob Axtell
Arlen Viste
Glenn and Cindy Wika

In Memory of Cheryl Dyvig
Don and Sarah Abbas
Marjorie Agrey
Conrad and Deborah Anderson
Donald Clauson
Diane Cramer
Larry and Lois Denison
Jack Dyvig
Sharon Eck
Bob and Rita Elmen
Dennis and Pam Hanneman
Kevin and Joy Hieber
Gayle Hooper
Marvin and Dawn Jensen
Delmyn and Arlys Johnson
Priscilla Jorve
Dick and Sherill Kinsley
Marilyn Metzger
Floyd and Carol Prouty
Ron and Martha Rossing
Twyla Sine
Wayne and Norma Steinocker
Arlen Viste
Martin and Barb Weber
Thomas and Renee White
Dale and Judith Winter

In Memory of Fred Sweeter
Don and Toady Weeg

Memorials and Honoraria
July 2017

August 6, 2017
Flowers are given in honor of Jim and Marilyn Green’s 40th 

wedding anniversary, on August 6, by their son, Brad.

FlowersFlowers

Maribeth Anderson 
Visitation Minister (PT)
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 
Michelle Anderson, ext. 28 
Faith Community Nurse 
mianderson@oslchurch.com 
Amanda Bork, ext. 42 
Nursery Director 
abork@oslchurch.com
Stella Curry, ext. 10 
Offi ce Manager 
scurry@oslchurch.com 

Randy Gehring, ext. 11 
Senior Pastor 
rgehring@oslchurch.com 
Deb Harlan, ext. 48 
Caring Ministries Coordinator 
dharlan@oslchurch.com 
Elise Hasche, ext. 35 
Director of Youth and Family 
ehasche@oslchurch.com
Barb Haugan, ext. 23 
Business Administrator 
bhaugan@oslchurch.com 

Duresa Kabato
Custodian
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 
Sami Johnson, ext. 12 
Pastor of Youth and Family 
sjohnson@oslchurch.com 
Don Lehmann
Pastor of Visitation (PT)
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 
Tim Lemme, ext. 19 
Pastor of Caring Ministries 
tlemme@oslchurch.com 
Gene LeVasseur, ext. 40 
Director of Worship 
glevasseur@oslchurch.com

Deb Merxbauer, ext. 25 
Library Coordinator 
dmerxbauer@oslchurch.com 
Nicole Mindt, ext. 33 
Youth Coordinator 
nmindt@oslchurch.com 
Loretta Nelson, ext. 14 
Congregational Life 

Coordinator 
lnelson@oslchurch.com 
Melissa Nesdahl, ext. 17 
Director of Faith Formation 
mnesdahl@oslchurch.com 
Lloyd Olson
Custodian
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 

OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF DIRECTORY
Church Offi ce: (605) 336-2942  oslchurch.com

Bill Reynolds, ext. 15 
Director of Communications 
breynolds@oslchurch.com
Marilyn Schempp, ext. 31 
Organist and Associate Direc-

tor of Music and Fine Arts 
mschempp@oslchurch.com 
Debbie Theis, ext. 43 
Food Coordinator 
dtheis@oslchurch.com 
Deanna Wehrspann, ext. 37 
Music and Worship 

Professional
dwehrspann@oslchurch.com 
Lavada Woods, ext. 49 
Financial Assistant 
lwoods@oslchurch.com

Theology Tapped
Come and join Pr. Randy at Monk’s House of Ale 
Repute, 420 E. 8th St., for Theology Tapped—
conversation, refl ection, prayer, and Christian 
community—on Thursday, September 28, from 
8:00 to 9:30 P.M.

Partnership with 
The Community Outreach 
Moves Forward
At a congregational meeting on July 23, the con-
gregation voted overwhelmingly in favor of this 
resolution: “Be it resolved that the Congregation 
Council of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (OSL) 
continue to develop and fi nalize in concert with 
The Community Outreach (TCO) a fi ve-year 
lease agreement between OSL and TCO that 
allows TCO to rent properties owned by OSL for 
use in its Hezekiah House transitional housing 
initiative.”

The fi nal details of the agreement will be 
worked out in the near future and presented for 
fi nal approval at a special congregational meet-
ing at a time and date to be determined.

For more information on the Hezekiah House 
initiative, visit oslchurch.com (choose OSL News 
under Media) or thecommunityoutreach.org.

The Art of Marriage: 
A Biblically Centered Study of 
God’s Design for Marriage 
Is your busy lifestyle competing with your bal-
ance of faith, marriage, family, work, leisure in 
your daily life? Every marriage is either moving 
toward “oneness” or drifting toward isolation. 

Join other OSL couples for a six- to seven-
week small-group series, starting on Sunday, 
October 8, between worship services (9:45 to 
10:30 A.M.), in a place to be determined. A video 
will be shown with discussion to follow. This 
series is open to newlyweds through “seasoned” 
married couples. 

Contact Laura Wong, 582-4212, with questions 
or to sign up.

Blood Mobile Returns 
to OSL on October 1

Get ready to roll up your sleeve 
to save a life! The Blood Mobile 

will be back at OSL on Sunday, 
October 1. Watch for sign-up 
details to follow (although 
walk-ins are always welcome).
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OSL Women’s Fall Retreat 
“The Art of Mindfulness” is the theme of this year’s Women’s Fall Retreat, on September 22 and 
23, at Joy Ranch, near Watertown. Pr. Cindy Hoy will be the event’s facilitator. Cindy is the director 
of Pastoral and Spiritual Care at Sanford. Music will be provided by Toni LeVasseur. Register at the 
Information Center or online at oslchurch.com/events.

Congregational Life

Looking Back 
& Called Forward: 
ELCA 500 
In this 500th year of the Reformation, congrega-
tions, members, synods and other institutions 
of the ELCA will be observing the anniversary by 
a variety of events and activities in the coming 
months. Many of the local activities will refl ect 
the magnitude of work being done on a national 
and international scale.

One such event, Looking Back & Called For-
ward: ELCA 500, will be held in Washington, 
D.C., on Tuesday, October 31. All are invited 
to join ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
as she co-hosts the event, which will include 
speakers and a service, at the Lutheran Church 
of the Reformation on Capitol Hill. Bishop Eaton 
will be joined by co-hosts Bishop Bill Gafkjen of 

the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA Vice Presi-
dent Bill Horne, and Bishop Dick Graham of the 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod. 

The event is open to the public and will be 
available online via livestream. All are invited to 
participate and honor the Reformation anniver-
sary as we bear public witness to Christ, who 
frees us to love and serve our neighbor, and as 
we look to the future to which God is calling us. 

More details will be available in the near future. 
Visit ELCA500.org/events to stay up-to-date on 
this and other ELCA 500 events.

Immigration: 
Myths and Realities 
Immigration is among the most highly polarizing 
topics of our day. However, immigration-related 
discourse from both media and politicians can 
make it diffi cult to sort fact from fi ction. 

Join Jennifer Lunder, Ayuda coordinator, and 
Cari Lee Skogberg Eastman, local author and 
researcher, for “Immigration: Myths and Reali-
ties” on Sunday, October 15, at 10:00 A.M., in the 
Friendship Room. The forum will offer partic-
ipants an opportunity to study research-based 
truths about immigration, recognize myths and 
misperceptions about our immigrant neighbors, 
and better understand how members of faith 
communities are called to respond to immigra-
tion-related issues.

“Immigration: Myths and Realities” is part of 
the ELCA’s Ayuda (Spanish for “help”) initiative 
to promote connections, revitalization, and 
support among all God’s people.

By Heart
Join Pr. Randy for another round of Adult 
Confi rmation. The class will meet on Wednes-
days for six weeks, from 6:00 to 7:00 P.M., in 
the Friendship Room, starting on September 
13. The text for this session will be By Heart, 
a richly illustrated, in-depth exploration of the 
Small Catechism. The class will be a perfect 
way to prepare for the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. A donation of $15 will help offset 
the cost of the book. All are welcome.
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Caring Ministries
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Some Extra Help
Caring Ministries staff and volunteers frequently 
encounter dear ones from our congregation 
who need a little extra help. They often come 
to us with their needs, and we do our best to 
connect them with others who can help them. 
The tasks may be as simple as changing a light 
bulb, getting a few groceries, or putting a load 
of laundry in the washer or dryer—easy for 
most of us, but for some of our members these 
tasks become overwhelmingly diffi cult. 

Sometimes the help is temporary, for a few 
weeks, until a family member can resume help-
ing. Sometimes it’s long-term. (When there’s a 
need for a more permanent, paid caregiver, OSL 
makes referrals to local agencies who provide 
these professional caregivers.)

Caring Ministries staff would love to be able 
to connect willing OSL members with those 
who could use a helping hand. If you would 
like to learn more about these opportunities 
to love and serve—or if you yourself are the 
one in need of a helping hand—contact Pr. 
Tim Lemme (336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@
oslchurch.com); Deb Harlan, Caring Ministries 
Director (336-2942, ext. 48, or dharlan@
oslchurch.com); or Michelle Anderson, 
Faith Family Nurse (336-2942, ext. 28, or 
mianderson@oslchurch.com).

Mediterranean Style 
Cooking Event in October
Sanaa Abourezk, a gourmet chef, restauranteur, 

author, and nutri-
tionist, will share 
her talents at OSL 
at a Mediterranean 
Style Cooking 
Event on Tuesday, 
October 24, at 
6:00 P.M., in the 
Friendship Room.  

The owner-operator of the popular Sioux Falls 
Middle Eastern restaurant that bears her name, 
Sanaa attended cooking school in Florence, 
Italy, as well as the Cordon Bleu Baking School 
in Paris, France. She earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Agricultural Engineering and 
a master’s degree in nutrition, and has worked 
as a nutrition adviser for the South Dakota De-
partment of Health, where she advised clients on 
nutrition, cooking, and healthy eating.

As she shares cooking and nutritional informa-
tion, Sanaa also will discuss her birth country, 
Syria, and her family. Watch for more details as 
they develop!

Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church 
Foundation Notes
Charitable gift annuities—perhaps you’ve 
heard or read about them. Simply stated, a 
charitable gift annuity is a gift that gives today 
and a gift that that endures.

A charitable gift annuity is an intentional use 
of your money or nest egg that provides you a 
lifetime income stream. Payout rates are based 
on your age. The remainder interest after your 
lifetime is added to the OSLC Foundation to 
assist the ongoing mission of Our Savior’s. 

Why would you want a charitable gift annuity?
 Because of the current tax deduction?
 Because of the lifetime stream of income? 
 Because of the safety of the investment? 
 Because a portion is tax-free? 
 Because of the enduring impact? 

Maybe it’s a combination of all the above—
maybe more!

Ready to fi nd out more about charitable gift 
annuities—what to do and how to do it, to 
benefi t yourself and Our Savior’s? Contact Jon 
Oien, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Foundation 
Planned Giving, (605) 212-5261 or joien@sio.
midco.net.

OSL Volunteers 
at the Banquet
Many thanks to the OSL members who served a 
warm breakfast to more than 200 children and 
adults at the Banquet on August 9.

The Banquet provides a welcoming place where 
people can gather and experience love in action 
and assist in providing food and fellowship in 
Sioux Falls. In 2016 the Banquet served 196,000 
meals, at least 25,000 of which were served to 
children under 12.

Banquet Angels are individuals willing to serve 
on short notice. To be a Banquet Angel, text 
the word ANGELS to (605) 413-1971 and you 
will receive text messages letting you know when 
the Banquet has serving opportunities. If you 
can help, either reply to the text or call 
(605) 335-7066. If you aren’t able to help at 
that time, simply don’t respond.



Caring Ministries
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Health Ministries 
Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing health 
ministries that meet on a weekly or monthly 
basis. Feel free to join any of the following 
sessions. For more information, contact Michelle 
Anderson, Faith Community Nurse, 336-2942, 
ext. 48, or mianderson@oslchurch.com.

Footcare Clinic 
Cost is $25 per person. Wednesday, September 
6, 8:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Call the Church Offi ce, 
336-2942, to schedule your appointment. 

Hope for Living with Illness or Cancer 
Every Tuesday at 2:00 P.M. in the Friendship 
Room. People and their families who have or 
are experiencing the challenge of cancer are 
welcome. If you cannot attend, but would like 
to be on our prayer and devotional mailing list, 
contact Michelle Anderson, 336-2942, ext. 48, or 
mianderson@oslchurch.com. 

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 
Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls (to 
be given to people to remind them of God’s 
presence and love in their lives) and mittens and 
scarves (for missions). 
Wednesday, September 13 and 27, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Rm. 
2nd Saturday Knitters, September 9, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Rm. 

Good Grief 
Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M. in Room 103. For 
anyone dealing with loss and crisis in life.

Memory Care Support Group 
Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 A.M., Offi ce Conference 
Room. For caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia, a place to share and to receive 
understanding and empathy. Contact Caring 
Ministries, 336-2942, for information.

Pickleball 
OSL-sponsored Pickleball: Mondays, 
8:00 A.M. to noon and 5:00 to 9:00 P.M.; Tues-
days, 8:00 A.M. to noon; Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.; Thursdays, 1:00 
to 5:00 P.M.

Men’s Bible Breakfast 
Resumes in September
A visiting pastor was attending a men’s breakfast 
at a Mississippi farm-country church. He asked 
one of the older farmers in attendance to say 
grace that morning. After all were seated, the 
old farmer began:

“Lord, I hate buttermilk!”

The pastor opened one eye and wondered to 
himself where this was going. Then the old 
farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate lard!”

Now the pastor was worried. However, without 
missing a beat, the old farmer prayed on, “And 
Lord, you know I don’t care much for raw, white 
fl our.”

Just as the pastor was ready to stand and stop 
everything, the old farmer continued: “But 
Lord, when you mix ’em all together and bake 
’em up, I do love fresh biscuits! So, Lord, when 
things come up we don’t like, when life gets 
hard, when we just don’t understand what you 
are sayin’ to us, we just need to relax and wait 
till you are done mixin’, and probably it will be 
somethin’ even better than biscuits! Amen.”

You never know what God will be mixin’ up at 
the OSL Men’s Bible Breakfast, but I hope you 
will come and see! We meet on the fi rst and 
third Friday of every month, at 6:30 A.M., in 
The Gathering Place, for food, Bible study, and 
fellowship...and maybe even some fresh biscuits! 
Join us as the Fall Series gets underway. For 
more information, call me at 336-2942. 

—Pr. Tim Lemme

Fall Friendship Club Series 
Begins in September
OSL’s Friendship Club will kick off its fall series 
on September 19, at 10:30 A.M., in the Friend-
ship Room, with Pr. Randy Gehring speaking 
about his trip to Germany earlier this year. 

In May, Prs. Randy and Shelly Gehring, along 
with OSL members and friends, went on a ten-
day trip to Germany on a Reformation Tour in 
preparation for the 500th anniversary of the Lu-
theran Reformation. There they saw many of the 
historical sites where the Reformation began. 
Come hear about their time in Germany, and 
how we too at OSL are preparing to celebrate 
the Reformation anniversary this fall. Lunch will 
follow the presentation, in The Gathering Place. 
For more information, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 
336-2942.

OSL Woodshop Ministry 
Are you looking for a fun, hands-on ministry 
experience, where getting a little sawdust on 
you doesn’t bother you? If so, OSL’s Woodshop 
Ministry is for you!

The OSL woodshop team meets every Wednes-
day evening, from 6:00 to 8:00, and again on 
Saturday mornings, from 8:00 to noon, to work 
on various projects for Our Savior’s and its 
members. The team’s main project is to build 
Faith Chests to give to newly baptized children, 
but there are always a variety of other wood-
working projects for OSL, too. 

You don’t have to be a skilled carpenter or 
woodworker to be part of the woodshop 
team—and you don’t need to be a man, either: 
Woodshop Ministry is for women as well as 
men! All you need is a willingness to learn and a 
willing heart to serve. And yes, the team always 
takes time for coffee, fellowship, and fun!

For more information on how you can be part of 
OSL’s Woodshop Ministry team, contact Pr. Tim 
Lemme, 336-2942 or tlemme@oslchurch.com, 
or just show up at one of the scheduled work 
times and visit with crew members in the shop, 
which is located in the southwest corner of the 
lower level. We hope to see you soon! 

Lutheran Men in Mission 
Lutheran Men in Mission will resume on 
September 16. The group meets on the third 
Saturday or each month, at 8:30 A.M., in the 
Offi ce Conference Room, for an hour of 
Bible study, breakfast, and fellowship. For 
more information, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 
336-2942 or tlemme@oslchurch.com.
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“To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12

First and foremost, we give thanks and praise 
to God for the opportunity to be in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., for Stephen Ministry Leaders training, July 
30 through August 5. We also give thanks for the 
time to learn all we could from Stephen Ministry 
staff, other leaders, and all the people who 
surrounded us that week. 

Here are a few statistics from our week:
• There were over 300 in attendance
• A total of 12,000 congregations or other 

organizations are in the Stephen Ministry 
program 

• Those 12,000 entities represent people from 
all states, 10 Canadian provinces and 29 
other countries

• Some 170 Christian denominations partici-
pate in Stephen Ministry

• More than 70,000 pastors and lay leaders 
have been trained as Stephen Leaders

• More than 600,000 people have been 
trained as Stephen Ministers

We spent time in sessions role-playing, review-
ing modules in the Leader’s Manual (actually, 
this was a 35-pound box of highly organized 
fi le folders), and in discussion with others as to 
what works well for them. We also grew in our 
understanding of what it means to give compas-
sionate care while still being assertive. Through-
out the event, we met many different people with 
many different experiences, backgrounds and 
denominations. In this time, we picked up on 
ideas that we look forward to utilizing here at 
Our Savior’s.

After long days of learning, we spent time out-
side going for walks in the beautiful Point State 
Park, in the Three Rivers area. Through this 
time, we were able to start processing what we 
have learned, bounce things off of each other, 

Caring Ministries

and explore the town of Pittsburgh. This time 
was fruitful and beautiful as was the time spent 
with the people there. 

The Stephen Ministry banner hanging near the 
OSL Library portrays what this lay caring minis-
try is all about. The words around the image are 
“Christ Caring – For People – Through People.” 
Our Savior’s has been a Stephen Ministry con-
gregation since 1988, an amazing 29 years! Very 
few at the Pittsburgh Leader’s Training Confer-
ence came from congregations with that legacy. 

One of the new resources created by the 
Stephen Ministries 
team is a book 
titled Cancer – 
Now What? by 
Dr. Ken Haugk, 
the founder and 
director of Ste-
phen Ministries. 
Several from our 
team have already 
reviewed this book 
and recommend 
it to those facing 
a new cancer 
diagnosis. We may 
have the oppor-
tunity to host an 
event with the 
author and other 

Stephen Ministry Leadership Training Course: A Refl ective Time, by 
Erin Kaiser and Michelle Anderson, RN, Faith Community Nurse

staff from St. Louis (where Stephen Ministries is 
headquartered) as they tour with this new book. 
Stay tuned!

Thank you again for this opportunity to learn, to 
grow personally, and to strengthen our faith. We 
are grateful to have gone together, as we found 
that we were able to glean more as a pair, rather 
than going alone. In this adventure, we bring 
back new information that will strengthen our 
Caring Ministries and outreach to others in need 
of Christ’s love and care.

—Erin and Michelle



Caring Ministries
To Everything There Is a Season, 
by Margot Nelson
Here we are at the end of summer, heading into fall. Seasons do change, 
and we probably all have recognizable signals. Signals of the coming fall 
will be upon us soon—don’t panic as you read this; there are still some 
days before fall appears. We will see color changes in the leaves, an 

occasional breath of 
crisper air; and in my 
backyard the berries 
on the mountain ash 
tree will change from 

white to orange. That is a clear heralding of autumn. The signals of 
season changes have different meanings for each of us. Autumn signals 
may bring anticipation and excitement related to the beginning of a new 
academic year; sadness at the waning of summer, perhaps even panic in 
anticipation of deadlines and hectic schedules. 

Transitions of any sort bring about a variety of responses, many of which 
may be stressful and even disturbing. There may even be connections 
with previous events, anniversaries of losses by death or ending of a 
relationship. 

Whatever diffi cult responses you may have with seasonal transitions 
or other circumstances, know that Stephen Ministers are available to 
help—to walk with you, to help you process your reactions, to listen 
and share their presence in a caring and confi dential manner. Don’t 
hesitate to take advantage of this opportunity by contacting Pr. Tim 
Lemme (336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@oslchurch.com); Deb Harlan, 
Caring Ministries Director (336-2942, ext. 48, or dharlan@oslchurch.
com); or Michelle Anderson, Faith Family Nurse (336-2942, ext. 28, or 
mianderson@oslchurch.com).

To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under heaven.
A time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted,
A time to break down, and a time to build up, 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh...

Ecclesiastes 3:1–4

OSL Women of the ELCA

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my 
joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.” Philippians 2:1-2

Bible Study. The 
Apostles’ Creed is 
part of our prayer 
life, our welcome lit-

urgy, and our teaching tools. It connects us to the history of the church 
and the faith. (Source: gathermagazine.org).

Upcoming Events. WELCA Fall Luncheon, Saturday, September 30, 
11:00 A.M., in The Gathering Place. Jo Hausman will speak on the topic 
“Go for It! A Woman’s Guide to Perseverance.” Tickets ($9) will be on 
sale mid-September.

Annual Pie and Lefse Sale, Sunday, November 19.

Christmas Luncheon featuring Anjelic, Saturday, December 2.

“By all these lovely tokens September days are here, with summer’s best 
of weather and autumn’s best of cheer.”

—Helen Hunt Jackson

The Apostles’ Creed, Session 
One: “We believe in God…” 
by Tami Skorczewski

Feeding God’s Young People
Thanks to your generosity, some 8,118 meals were served to area boys and girls 
at OSL this summer, as part of Feeding Sioux Falls’ Free Summer Food Service 
Program, a partnership among local nonprofi ts, the Sioux Falls School District, and 
Celebrate Church.

Lunches at OSL were sponsored by EmBe, which prepared and served the weekday 
meals, with OSL members serving as greeters and friends to the 153 kids per day 
(on average) who participated in the program. 

Thank you for opening the doors to Our Savior’s to help these young neighbors!



OSL Youth and Family September Quick Calendar – 
Youth

6 – Confi rmation Orientation 
10 – MSYG begins
13, 20 – Regular Wednesday Scheduled
17 – MSYG; Trip Meeting
23 – The Banquet (Grade 8 & 9)
24 – MSYG
27 – Confi rmation Service Night; Emerge 

Youth Group

Scrip and Grocery Gift Cards
Stop by the Youth Information table in The 
Gathering Place on Sunday mornings, from 
9:30 to 10:30, and see what kind of scrip gift 
cards you can order. Orders placed by 2:00 P.M. 
Monday will be available to pick up on Thursday 
afternoon in the Church Offi ce, or at the Youth 
Information Table on Sunday mornings. OSL 
Youth continue to sell Hy-Vee and Fareway gift 
cards as well. All proceeds help Youth Ministry.

Faith Formation Notes
Kick-Off Sunday is September 10—and Sunday 
School will resume that morning, with Wednes-
day School kick-off on September 13. Register 
all Sunday and Wednesday students (even if they 
have attended in the past) for the 2017–2018 
educational year via the link at oslchurch.com/
children. This will help ensure that OSL has your 
current contact information, that your child 
is placed in the right grade level, and that you 
receive important information during the school 
year.

The three-year-old Bible Milestone will be on 
September 24. Families of three-year-old stu-
dents will meet for family time with Pr. Sami in 
the Friendship Room at 10:00 A.M., then receive 
their Bibles at the 11:00 Festive worship service. 
The three-year-olds also will sing at that worship 
service. 

What Do You Know?
Do you have specifi c knowledge or interest 
about a biblical or faith-based subject? Or a tal-
ent that God has blessed you with that you wish 
to share with students? 

OSL Youth Ministry is looking for adults who 
would like to teach a two- to three-week 
course in something they are passionate about 
to a small group of confi rmation students, in 
January 2018. Sound interesting? Contact Elise, 
ehasche@oslchurch.com or 336-2942, ext. 35, 
to discuss.
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Youth Groups
OSL offers two youth groups, MSYG for mid-
dle-school students and Emerge for high-school 
students. Youth group is meant to be a safe 
place for students to meet, ask questions, have 
some snacks or donuts, play games, and get to 
know other students at OSL.
 
MSYG will meet on Sunday mornings, from 
10:00 to 10:50, with Trish Syverson, beginning 
on September 10.

Emerge will be on Wednesday nights, from 7:00 
to 8:30, with Elise, starting on September 13.
 
Don’t forget: if you are going on a summer trip, 
you earn $5 toward your fundraising goal each 
time you come to youth group!

Confi rmation Orientation
New sixth-grade confi rmation students will meet 
in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, September 6, 
at 6:00 P.M., with their parents or caring adults, 
to learn about the OSL confi rmation program. 
The meeting will be done by 7:00 P.M.

Ninth-grade students and their parents or caring 
adults will meet on that same day, at 7:00 P.M., in 
the Youth Room. 

Summer Trips
There will be two youth trips happening next 
summer, The ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, 
June 26 through July 2; and a Week of Hope 
in Minneapolis, July 15 through 20. See the 
Bullhorn or oslchurch.com/youth for details.

Week of Hope 
Students in grades 6 through 12 and their 
parents are invited to learn about next sum-
mer’s Week of Hope service trip to Minneapolis. 
Meet on Sunday, September 17, at 10:00 A.M., 
in the back Youth Room, to get details on the 
trip, which will be July 15 through 20 and will 
cost around $550, with a $150 nonrefundable 
deposit due by October 11.

CPR, AED, and First Aid Training
Jeremy Robertson of Sioux Falls Fire and Rescue will 
be conducting CPR, AED, and fi rst aid training at OSL 
on Thursday, October 19.

The evening will start off with a pizza supper, from 
5:30 to 6:30, followed by an informal class with 
hands-on CPR practice from 6:30 till 7:30, in 
The Gathering Place West.

Who should attend? Any interested adults and youth, 
OSL volunteers, ushers, teachers and mentors, and 
staff.
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OSL Library

One Church One Read...
and One Movie, Too!

Stop in the OSL 
Library, check 
out a copy of A 
Man Called Ove 
by Fredrik Back-
man, and join the 
Library’s fall One 
Church One Read 
discussion on 
September 24, at 
10:00 A.M., in the 
Friendship Room.

In addition, the 
movie A Man Called Ove will be screened after 
the discussion, at 12:30 P.M. A pizza and salad 
lunch will be served for those who RSVP to the 
Library for the movie by noon on September 21.

Ove is a curmudgeon—the kind of man who 
points at people he dislikes as if they were 
burglars caught outside his bedroom window. 
He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a 
short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor,” 

The Shack—Book and Movie
To help OSL members prepare for the upcoming three-week fall series based on The 
Shack (beginning the weekend of September 16–17; see Pr. Randy’s column on page 
1 for more information), the OSL Library has multiple copies of the book available for 
check-out, and has scheduled free showings of the movie, in the HolyWord Theatre, on 
these dates:

• Sunday, September 10, at 12:30 P.M. A pizza and salad lunch will be served for those 
who RSVP to the Library prior to noon on Thursday, September 7.

• Wednesday, September 13, at 6:00 P.M.
• Saturday, September 16, at 2:30 P.M.

Popcorn will be served at all showings.

but must Ove be considered bitter just because 
he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to 
his face all the time?

Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a 
sadness. One November morning a chatty young 
couple with two chatty young daughters move in 
next door and accidentally fl atten Ove’s mailbox. 
It is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming 
tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, 
and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul—all 
of which will change one cranky old man and 
a local residents’ association to their very foun-
dations. A feel-good story in the spirit of The 
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major 
Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Fredrik Backman’s 
novel about the angry old man next door is a 
thoughtful exploration of the profound impact 
one life has on countless others.

Intergenerational 
Reading Program Begins 
in September
Children, youth, and adults are invited to 
participate in 
Stick Togeth-
er, the OSL 
Library’s fall 
intergenera-
tional read-
ing program, 
beginning 
on Septem-
ber 10. Each 
day you 
check out items, you will receive a treat and a 
colored sticker to add to the “Stick Together 
with God, Family, and Friends” mosaic, which 
will reveal one of God’s blessings in our lives.



9

OSL Library

Fall Book Sale Is Coming Up
The OSL Library will be accepting books, movie 
DVDs, and music CD through October 18 for 
its annual fall book sale. The sale will run from 
noon to 6:30 P.M. on Saturday, October 21, and 
from 8:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. on Sunday, October 
22, in the Friendship Room.

A large selection of children’s and adult fi ction 
and nonfi ction books will be for sale, along with 
music CDs and movie DVDs. A donation of $2 
for books for adults and $1 for children’s books 
and each CD or DVD is suggested.

Mark your calendar now for the fall book sale, 
October 21 and 22!

Red is the fi rst book in The New Rulebook 
Christian Suspense Series, a bestselling series in 
Christian Romantic Suspense.

Additional New Titles
• When God Speaks by Squire Russell
• The Identicals by Erin Hilderbrand
• Rise and Shine, Benedict Stone by 

Phaedra Patrick

New Books for Adults
Red by Joy Ohagwu. Gripped by shock at the 

sight of a presumed 
routine package deliv-
ery run, businesswom-
an and entrepreneur 
Ruby “Red” Masters 
just saw a woman die, 
and she discovered The 
New Rulebook, some-
thing she knew nothing 
about. However, it knew 
everything about her, 

enough to frame her for murder.

As the clock ticks, Ruby calls on the one person 
she trusts: Robert Towers, her best friend and 
apolice offi cer. Robert will fi nd a way out. He 
always has. As they race against time and beyond 
the reach of an unknown enemy, Ruby didn’t 
count on Robert falling in love with her and 
turning Christian.

Robert’s unrelenting grip on his newfound faith 
irritates Ruby until she’s captured behind enemy 
lines. When all human effort fails her, will she 
fi nd that what she needed was right there all 
along, or will she rebuff the love of the God she 
doesn’t see and that of the man she’d always 
known as simply a friend?

Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse. 
Amsterdam, 1943. 
Hanneke spends her 
days procuring and 
delivering sought-after 
black-market goods to 
paying customers, her 
nights hiding the true 
nature of her work from 
her concerned par-
ents, and every waking 
moment mourning her 

boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front 
lines when the German army invaded. She likes 
to think of her illegal work as a small act of 
rebellion.

New for Middle- and 
High-School Youth

On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke for 
help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants 
meat or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by the 
older woman’s frantic plea to fi nd a person—
a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, 
who has vanished without a trace from a secret 
room. 

Hanneke initially wants nothing to do with such 
dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a 
web of mysteries and stunning revelations that 
lead her into the heart of the resistance, open 
her eyes to the horrors of the Nazi war machine, 
and compel her to take desperate action.

Beautifully written, intricately plotted, and me-
ticulously researched, Girl in the Blue Coat is 
an extraordinary, gripping novel about bravery, 
grief, and love in impossible times.

Additional New Titles
• The Apple Tart of Hope by 

Sarah Moore Fitzgerald
• Every Falling Star by Sungju Lee
• We Were Liars by E. Lockhart



OSL Library

New Picture, Early Reader, 
and Chapter Books

Leila and Nugget 
Mystery: Who 
Stole Mr. T? by 
Deserae and 
Dustin Brady. For 
fans of Nancy Drew 
and Nate the Great, 
Who Stole Mr. T? 
introduces a brand-
new detective duo, 
Leila and Nugget. 
Third-grader Leila 
Beal and her dog, 

Nugget, are all set to enjoy their snow day—that 
is, until a neighborhood pet turtle goes missing.

Now they’ve got to solve the mystery before the 
turtlenapper strikes again. Could it be Weirdy 
Beardy, the construction worker? Maybe it’s the 
crabby old neighbor lady. Or maybe, just maybe, 
it was an inside job. Who Stole Mr. T? will keep 
young readers guessing until the last page.

Additional New Chapter Books
• The Notebook of Doom: March of the 

Vanderpants by Troy Cummings
• The Critter Club: Amy and the Missing 

Puppy by Callie Barkley

New Early Readers
• Lego City: Lego City Emergency produced 

by Scholastic
• Bake, Mice, Bake! by Eric Seltzer

New Picture Books
• Picture Word Bible Stories retold by 

Mary E. Erickson
• Touch the Brightest Star by Christie 

Matheson

The Book Club 
for Adults meets 
at 7:00 P.M. 
on the fourth 
Thursday of 
each month in 
the OSL Library 
to discuss that 
month’s novel. 
The September 
28 selection 
will be Born a 
Crime by Trevor 
Noah. 

Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa 
to the desk of The Daily Show began with a 
criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a 
white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother 
at a time when such a union was punishable by 
fi ve years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ 
indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors 
for the earliest years of his life, bound by the 
extreme and often absurd measures his mother 
took to hide him from a government that could, 
at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated 
by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white 
rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand 
adventure, living openly and freely and embrac-
ing the opportunities won by a centuries-long 
struggle.

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous 
young boy who grows into a restless young 
man as he struggles to fi nd himself in a world 
where he was never supposed to exist. It is also 
the story of that young man’s relationship with 
his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious 
mother.

OSL Library Hours
Sunday  8:15 A.M.–12:15 P.M.
MONDAY  9:00 A.M.–NOON
Tuesday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Wednesday  9:00 A.M.–7:30 P.M.
Thursday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Friday  Closed
2nd Saturday 

of the Month 10:00 A.M.–noon 
 and 4:30–6:30 P.M.

The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, 
dramatic, and deeply affecting. Noah’s stories 
weave together to form a moving and searingly 
funny portrait of a boy making his way through 
a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed 
only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s 
unconventional, unconditional love.

Join this exciting community of readers! A list 
of the 2017 selections is available in the OSL 
Library.

Monthly Book Club 
for Adults

Fun and Games 
in September!
Have some fun at OSL Game Night, Friday, 
September 15, from 6:30 to 9:00, in The 
Gathering Place. 

Bring your favorite games, clearly marked, to 
play with or teach others. Outdoor games will 
be played till dark; Bingo will be played in the 
Labyrinth Room. 

Popcorn and drinks will be provided by the 
Board of Congregational Life.
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Fall Worship Services (begins September 10)
 Saturday Evening
  Festive Worship – 5:00 P.M., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Festive Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Sanctuary
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Celebrate Center

Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 A.M., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1
 Festive: 1:00 P.M., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53)
 Website: oslchurch.com
 Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf ·  
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf

Ministry Support 
through July 31

 Annual Giving
Pledged $2,008,616
Received YTD $1,048,077
Remaining $960,539
Projected YTD $1,086,068
Ahead/(Behind) ($37,991)
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