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It’s not very often that 
a milestone like this 
comes around. It’s now 
500 years since Martin 
Luther posted his 95 
Theses on the door of 
the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg as a way of 
inviting conversation 

about reforming the church. What followed 
was nothing like he envisioned—a reformation 
not only of the church but also in other areas 
of society. Truly it was a watershed moment in 
history.

On November 1, the South Dakota Synod of the 
ELCA will host a worship service celebrating 
the 500th anniversary of Luther’s Reformation. 
The event—an evening of worship, music, and 
celebration—will take place at the Sioux Falls 
Arena, at 7:00 P.M. (doors open at 6:00). All 
are welcome to attend! The event is free, but 
tickets will be required. Visit sdsynod.org before 
October 9 to get your tickets.

Interested in singing in the Reformation choirs? 
Sign up at sdsynod.org to be a part of the adult 
choir or the children’s choir.

Most Wednesday evening activities at Our Sav-
ior’s will be canceled to accommodate attend-
ing this celebration. In addition, we’ve made 
arrangements for a light meal at OSL and bus 
transportation from Our Savior’s to the Arena 
that evening for those who would be unable to 
drive to the event. Contact the Church Offi ce, 
336-2942, to sign up.

From the Senior Pastor

Celebrate Reformation 500

Pr. Randy Gehring
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In Memory of Carol Austin
Arlen Viste
Don and Toady Weeg

In Memory of Beatrice Buus
Don and Toady Weeg

In Memory of Carmilla Juhnke
Linda Baker
Tammy Giblin
Laurie Swanson

In Memory of Dot Thomas
Arlen Viste

Memorials and Honoraria
August 2017

Theology Tapped
Come and join Pr. Randy at Monk’s House of Ale 
Repute, 420 E. 8th St., for Theology Tapped—
conversation, refl ection, prayer, and Christian 
community—on Thursday, October 26, from 
8:00 to 9:30 P.M.

The Art of Marriage: 
A Biblically Centered Study of 
God’s Design for Marriage 
Is your busy lifestyle competing with your 
balance of faith, marriage, family, work, and 
leisure in your daily life? Every marriage is 
either moving toward “oneness” or drifting 
toward isolation. 

Join other OSL couples for a six- to seven-
week small-group series, starting on Sunday, 
October 8, between worship services (9:45 to 
10:30 A.M.), in a place to be determined. A video 
will be shown with discussion to follow. This 
series is open to newlyweds through “seasoned” 
married couples. 

Contact Laura Wong, 582-4212, with questions 
or to sign up.

Looking Back & Called 
Forward: ELCA 500 
In this 500th year of the Reformation, congrega-
tions, members, synods and other institutions 
of the ELCA will be observing the anniversary by 
a variety of events and activities in the coming 
months. Many of the local activities will refl ect 
the magnitude of work being done on a national 
and international scale.

One such event, Looking Back & Called 
Forward: ELCA 500, will be held in Washington, 
D.C., on Tuesday, October 31. All are invited 
to join ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
as she co-hosts the event, which will include 
speakers and a service, at the Lutheran Church 
of the Reformation on Capitol Hill. Bishop Eaton 
will be joined by co-hosts Bishop Bill Gafkjen of 
the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, ELCA Vice Presi-

dent Bill Horne, and Bishop Dick Graham of the 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod. 

The event is open to the public and will be 
available online via livestream. All are invited to 
participate and honor the Reformation anniver-
sary as we bear public witness to Christ, who 
frees us to love and serve our neighbor, and as 
we look to the future to which God is calling us. 

More details will be available in the near future. 
Visit ELCA500.org/events to stay up-to-date on 
this and other ELCA 500 events.

Immigration: 
Myths and Realities 
Immigration is among the most highly polarizing 
topics of our day. However, immigration-related 
discourse from both media and politicians can 
make it diffi cult to sort fact from fi ction. 

Join Jennifer Lunder, Ayuda coordinator, and 
Cari Lee Skogberg Eastman, local author and 
researcher, for Immigration: Myths and Reali-
ties, on Sunday, October 15, at 10:00 A.M., in the 
Friendship Room. The forum will offer partic-
ipants an opportunity to study research-based 
truths about immigration, recognize myths and 
misperceptions about our immigrant neighbors, 
and better understand how members of faith 
communities are called to respond to immigra-
tion-related issues.

Immigration: Myths and Realities is part of the 
ELCA’s Ayuda (Spanish for “help”) initiative to 
promote connections, revitalization, and sup-
port among all God’s people.

FlowersFlowers

August 20, 2017
Flowers are given in celebration of Harold and Phyllis 

Krueger’s 67th wedding anniversary on August 20, by 
their family.

August 27, 2017
Flowers are given by Jim and Rosalie Ryan and Jason 

and Lesley Cook in memory of Joel Cook, whose 
birthday is August 29.

August 20, 2017
Blake Scott Swenson, the son of Brian and Jessica 

Swenson.
Reagan Adeline Missal, the daughter of David and 

Sarah Missal.

August 25, 2017
Emerson Russell Berkness, the son of Alexander and 

Emily Berkness.

BaptismsBaptisms

TelecastsTelecasts

August 20, 2017
Telecasts are sponsored by Norm and Clarice Eitrheim 

in honor of their 65th wedding anniversary.

Telecasts

Congregational Life
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OSLC Foundation

The third annual recognition event for Jubilee 
Society members will be held on All Saints 
Sunday, November 5, in the Friendship Room, 
between worship services, from 10:00 until 
10:45 A.M. Light breakfast treats will be avail-
able. Invitations will be mailed in early October.

The Jubilee Society was established by the OSLC 
Foundation in 2015 to recognize those members 
who have included Our Savior’s in their estate 
plans. These members have chosen to support 
and build the long-term endowment of the 
Foundation with a legacy gift. At this time, 109 
individuals have made their desires known as 

to their support of Our Savior’s. The mission of 
the Jubilee Society is “Helping people turn their 
personal blessings into Christian signifi cance.”

The OSLC Foundation currently has a value 
of $2.6 million; the account is professionally 
managed and audited, with board oversight and 
review. Each year, the Foundation awards four 
to four-and-a-half percent of its assets in the 
form of grants to specifi c projects at OSL. These 
grants come from staff members and Congre-
gational Council members, refl ecting needs that 
fall outside the congregational budget.

Foundation Notes
Jubilee Society Event Set for November 5

Members of the Foundation Board include 
Dennis Hanneman, Chair; Gerald Beninga, Vice 
Chair; Carol Oakland; Secretary; Allison Boyd; 
Jerry Franken; Susan Hauff; Jan Haugen-
Rogers; Dennis Jarabek; Cindy Nassen; Pr. Randy 
Gehring; and Jon Oien, Development Consultant. 
Board members serve three-year terms, and 
may serve two terms. For information on the 
Jubilee Society, contact Jon Oien, Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church Foundation Planned Giving, 
(605) 212-5261 or joien@sio.midco.net.



CPR, AED, and First Aid Training
Jeremy Robertson of Sioux Falls Fire and Rescue will 
be conducting CPR, AED, and fi rst aid training at OSL 
on Thursday, October 19.

The evening will start off with a pizza supper, from 
5:30 to 6:30, followed by an informal class with 
hands-on CPR practice from 6:30 till 7:30, in 
The Gathering Place West.

Who should attend? Any interested adults and youth, 
OSL volunteers, ushers, teachers and mentors, and 
staff.

Caring Ministries
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Some Extra Help
Caring Ministries staff and volunteers frequently 
encounter folks from the OSL congregation who 
need a little extra help. They often come to us 
with their needs, and we do our best to connect 
them with others who can help them. The tasks 
may be as simple as changing a light bulb, get-
ting a few groceries, or putting a load of laundry 
in the washer or dryer—easy for most of us, but 
for some of our members these tasks become 
overwhelmingly diffi cult. 

Sometimes the help is temporary, for a few 
weeks, until a family member can resume help-
ing. Sometimes it’s long-term. (When there’s a 
need for a more permanent, paid caregiver, OSL 
makes referrals to local agencies who provide 
these professional caregivers.)

Caring Ministries staff would love to be able to 
connect willing OSL members with those who 
could use a helping hand. If you would like to 
learn more about these opportunities to love 
and serve—or if you yourself are in need of 
a helping hand—contact Pr. Tim Lemme 
(336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@oslchurch.
com); Deb Harlan, Caring Ministries Director 
(336-2942, ext. 48, or dharlan@oslchurch.
com); or Michelle Anderson, Faith Family Nurse 
(336-2942, ext. 28, or mianderson@oslchurch.
com).

Mediterranean Style 
Cooking Event in October
Sanaa Abourezk, a gourmet chef, restaurateur, 

author, and nutri-
tionist, will share 
her talents at OSL 
at a Mediterranean 
Style Cooking 
Event on Tuesday, 
October 24, at 
6:00 P.M., in the 
Friendship Room. 

The owner-operator of the popular Sioux Falls 
Middle Eastern restaurant that bears her name, 
Sanaa attended cooking school in Florence, 
Italy, as well as the Cordon Bleu Baking School 
in Paris, France. She earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Agricultural Engineering and a 
master’s degree in nutrition, and has worked as 
a nutrition adviser for the South Dakota 
Department of Health, where she advised clients 
on nutrition, cooking, and healthy eating.

As she shares cooking and nutritional informa-
tion, Sanaa also will discuss her birth country, 
Syria, and her family. Watch for more details as 
they develop!

Blood Mobile Returns 
to OSL on October 1

Get ready to roll up your sleeve to 
save a life! The Blood Mobile will 

be back at OSL on Sunday, 
October 1. If you haven’t 
signed up, walk-ins are 

always welcome.

Be sure to eat a good 
meal and drink plenty of 

liquids before you donate 
blood. Donors must be at 

least 17 years old, weigh at 
least 110 pounds, and be in good 

health.

“The Power of Dreams,” presented by 
Jeff Gould, is the program for this month’s 
Friendship Club, on October 17 at 10:30 A.M., 
in the Friendship Room. As usual, this infor-
mative and educational presentation will be 
followed by lunch, in The Gathering Place. Be 
sure to stop by, and bring a friend!

For more information, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 
336-2942 or tlemme@oslchurch.com.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Better Choices, 
Better Health 
Better Choices, Better Health South Dakota 
(BCBH) is an interactive workshop offered 
once a week for six weeks. Each session is 2½ 
hours long. Trained leaders, many of whom are 
volunteers and may have a chronic condition 
themselves, facilitate these non-disease specifi c 
workshops. You’ll meet others who deal with 
arthritis, diabetes, heart disease, breathing 
problems, or multiple chronic conditions.

The next BCBH event is Sioux Falls will be at 
Active Generations, 2300 W. 46th St., October 12 
through November 16, from 1:00 till 3:30 P.M.

BCBH workshops are free to attend, but a 
suggested donation of $10 for materials would 
be appreciated. Questions? Contact Fran Rice, 
BCBH Regional Coordinator, 366-5968, 
371-1000, or director@healthconnectsd.org.



Caring Ministries Health Ministries 
Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing 
health ministries that meet on a weekly or 
monthly basis. Feel free to join any of the 
following sessions. For more information, 
contact Michelle Anderson, Faith Community 
Nurse, 336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com.

Footcare Clinic 
Cost is $25 per person. Thursday, October 
5, 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Call the Church 
Offi ce, 336-2942, to schedule your appoint-
ment. 

Hope for Living with Illness or Cancer 
Every Tuesday at 2:00 P.M. in the Friendship 
Room. People and their families who have 
or are experiencing the challenge of cancer 
are welcome. If you cannot attend, but would 
like to be on our prayer and devotional mail-
ing list, contact Michelle Anderson, 
336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com. 

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 
Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls 
(to be given to people to remind them of 
God’s presence and love in their lives) and 
mittens and scarves (for missions). 
Wednesday, October 11 and 25, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Room. 
2nd Saturday Knitters, October 14, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Room. 

Good Grief 
Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M. in Room 103. 
This group is for anyone dealing with loss 
and crisis in life.

Memory Care Support Group 
Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 A.M., Offi ce Con-
ference Room. For caregivers of those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, a place to share 
and to receive understanding and empathy. 
Contact Caring Ministries, 336-2942, for 
information.

Pickleball 
OSL-sponsored Pickleball: Mondays, 
8:00 A.M. to noon and 5:00 to 9:00 P.M.; 
Tuesdays, 8:00 A.M. to noon; Wednesdays 
and Fridays, 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.; Thurs-
days, 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

Men’s Bible Breakfast 
OSL’s Men’s Bible Breakfast meets on the fi rst 
and third Friday of every month, at 6:30 A.M., in 
The Gathering Place, for food, Bible study, 
and fellowship. For more information, contact 
Pr. Tim Lemme, 336-2942, ext. 19, or 
tlemme@oslchurch.com.

OSL Woodshop Ministry 
The OSL woodshop team meets every Wednes-
day evening, from 6:00 to 8:00, and again on 
Saturday mornings, from 8:00 to noon, to work 
on various projects for Our Savior’s and its 
members. The team’s main project is to build 
Faith Chests to give to newly baptized children, 
but there is always a variety of other woodwork-
ing projects for OSL, too. 

You don’t have to be a skilled carpenter or 
woodworker to be part of the woodshop 
team—and you don’t need to be a man, either: 
Woodshop Ministry is for women as well as 
men! All you need is a willingness to learn and a 
willing heart to serve. And yes, the team always 
takes time for coffee, fellowship, and fun!

For more information on how you can be part 
of OSL’s Woodshop Ministry team, contact Pr. 
Tim Lemme, 336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@
oslchurch.com, or just show up at one of the 
scheduled work times and visit with crew 
members in the shop, which is located in the 
southwest corner of the lower level.

Lutheran Men in Mission 
Lutheran Men in Mission meets on the third Sat-
urday of each month, at 8:30 A.M., in the Offi ce 
Conference Room, for an hour of Bible study, 
breakfast, and fellowship. For more informa-
tion, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 336-2942, ext. 19, 
or tlemme@oslchurch.com.

OSL: A Community 
Facing Addiction
“Expecting kids in South Dakota to make good 
decisions about alcohol use is like expecting 
fi sh to survive in a polluted stream.” 

—Matt Walz

Addiction Awareness Ministry Sunday at OSL will 
be October 8, from 10:00 to 10:45 A.M., in the 
Celebrate Center. Speakers will be Matt Walz, 
from Keystone Treatment Center and the Jason 
Foundation (preventing teen suicide), and Dave 
Jansa, a recovery coach with Face It TOGETHER 
Sioux Falls, discussing the topic “Underage 
Drinking and Prevention.” Both men are fathers, 
with a long history of working in the fi eld of 
alcohol addiction, and both are passionate 
about bringing attention to the practical aspects 
of society’s relationship with alcohol. For 
instance:
 South Dakota receives about $15 million 

in alcohol tax revenue, but spends in the 
neighborhood of $250 million to mitigate 
the harmful use of alcohol. 

 Most people are not aware that 25% of all 
alcohol consumed in South Dakota is by 
underage drinkers, and that 40% of teens 
say they have been marketed to online by 
alcohol companies. 

More effort is needed in the areas of prevention 
and awareness. These guest speakers will share 
information and answer questions about alcohol 
policies in South Dakota.

As a partner in Communities Facing Addiction, 
with Face It TOGETHER Sioux Falls and other 
Lutheran faith communities, OSL shares the goal 
of bringing awareness to the chronic disease of 
addiction to alcohol and drugs, and is commit-
ted to creating a culture of care and openness. 
This marks the fi fth year the Caring Ministries 
Board has had speakers join in OSL’s mission of 
bringing faith to everyday life. 

All are welcome at this event. Invite your family 
and friends.
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Caring Ministries

We Are Not Alone
by Erin Kaiser
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 
1 Corinthians 12:12

In life, there is usually a moment that changes us. A death. A diagnosis. 
Becoming an empty-nester. A birth. Being fi red. A change of jobs. A 

move. In these mo-
ments, there is a feel-
ing of being alone, 
fear, and a sense of 
uneasiness of what 
the future might hold. 

In Paul’s words to the people at Corinth, we are reminded that we are 
truly not alone. We are lifted up as part of the body of Christ. Although 
there are many, we are one body. As such, we walk, together, through 
the rough times as well as the good times. 

During the rough times, know that there are Stephen Ministers who 
are more than happy to walk with you. Stephen Ministers are caring, 
empathetic people who are trained to listen nonjudgmentally. The rela-
tionship between Stephen Minister and care-receiver is Christ-centered, 
one-on-one, and confi dential. 

If you or someone you know could benefi t from the care of a Stephen 
Minister, contact Pr. Tim Lemme (336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@osl-
church.com); Deb Harlan, Caring Ministries Director (336-2942, ext. 
48, or dharlan@oslchurch.com); or Michelle Anderson, Faith Family 
Nurse (336-2942, ext. 28, or mianderson@oslchurch.com).

A new Stephen Ministry training session is coming up at OSL this winter! 
If you would like to become a Stephen Minister, or took the class before 
and would like a refresher, contact one of the above people.

OSL Women of the ELCA

The Apostles’ Creed, 
Session Two: “We believe 
in Jesus Christ…”
by Tami Skorczewski 
“But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name.” John 20:31

Bible Study. The 
Apostles’ Creed is 
part of our prayer 

life, our welcome liturgy and out teaching tools. It connects us to the 
history of the church and the faith. (Source: gathermagazine.org.)

Upcoming Events. Annual Pie & Lefse Sale Fundraiser, Sunday, 
November 19, to support WELCA’s 2017 Unit Wide Mission, “OSL WELCA 
Has It in the Bag.” Look for details in the November Intercom.

Christmas Luncheon, Saturday, December 2, at 11:00 A.M., in The 
Gathering Place. This multigenerational event (preschoolers on up) will 
feature music by Anjelic. Look for tickets to go on sale November 12.

“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a fl ower.” 
—Albert Camus

Stephen Ministry Sunday
Sunday, October 22, will be this year’s Stephen Minis-
try Sunday, with a shared emphasis on uplifting OSL’s 
Stephen Ministers and their contribution to the life 
and health of the OSL community, and on encouraging 
those who feel called to help their fellow members to 
prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister.

Watch for more information as Stephen Ministry 
Sunday approaches. Contact anyone on the Caring 
Ministries staff for more information: Pr. Tim Lemme 
(336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@oslchurch.com); 
Deb Harlan, Caring Ministries Director (336-2942, 
ext. 48, or dharlan@oslchurch.com); or Michelle 
Anderson, Faith Family Nurse (336-2942, ext. 28, or 
mianderson@oslchurch.com).
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OSL Youth and Family

Ninth-Grade Confi rmation 
October is a big month for OSL’s ninth-grade confi rmation students! 

The month starts off with a retreat on the fi rst, from 3:30 to 6:30 P.M. 
Dinner will be provided. 

Next is the Confi rmation Banquet and rehearsal on Sunday, October 15. 
Students will gather in the Youth Room, starting at 5:00 P.M., to be fi tted 
for their gown before the group heads upstairs for a picture. Then stu-
dents will join with friends and family for a lovely meal to celebrate this 
milestone. (Also—Faith Projects are due on this night!) 

Finally, students will make public profession of their faith during all wor-
ship services during the weekend of October 28 and 29. Congratulations 
to all these students on this important step in their faith life!

Kalen Appl
Ryan Berglin
Zac Carlson
Taysia Cochrun
Sara Croghan
Evelynn Ducheneaux
Claire Egland
Emily Ekstrum
Gavin Fischer
Margeaux Freese
Chantalle Galbavy
Dalton Garbers
Abigail Helgerson
Isabella Helgerson
Avarianna Hill

Bailey Horton
Triston Jansma
Kirja Jensen
Alexander Johnson
Michael Johnson
Eli Olson
Lucy Olson
Meredith Peterson
Ainsley Pfi tzer
Adalie Pritchett
Janessa Rud
Emma Sahly
Kaley Stevens
Samuel Whempner
Carson Woods

High-School Movie Night
OSL high-school students and friends are invited to a relaxing evening 
of pizza and a movie! Gather in the Youth Room at 7:00 P.M. on Friday, 
October 6, for a showing of...well, nobody knows just yet, but never 
fear—it’ll be a great movie and a great time for everyone!

October Quick Calendar – Youth
1 – MSYG, 9th Grade Retreat
4, 11, 18 – Regular Wednesday Schedule
6 – High School Movie Night 
8 – MSYG, MSYG Sunday Event
11 – WOH Minneapolis Deposits Due
15 – 9th Grade Banquet
22 – No MSYG
25 – Youth & Family Fellowship Night at the 

Country Apple Orchard 
27 – Middle School Late Night Event
28-29 – Affi rmation of Baptism Weekend
29 – MSYG

Middle-School Late Night Event
Augustana Outreach will be back to lead a Late Night Event for mid-
dle-schoolers on Friday, October 27, from 7:00 to 11:00 P.M. There will 
be games, worship, Bible study, group building, and, of course, food! 
Friends are welcome! Sign up via the SignUpGenius link at oslchurch.
com/youth.

MSYG Sunday Event
Kick off the new MSYG (Middle School Youth Group) Sunday Event on 
October 8 with a trip to the Heartland Country Corn Maze in Harrisburg. 
Gather at OSL at noon (after 11:00 A.M. worship) for lunch, then carpool 
to the Corn Maze together. The group will return around 2:30 P.M. Cost 
will be $10, which will cover lunch and the maze. Friends are welcome! 
Sign up on the SignUpGenius link found at oslchurch.com/youth.

Summer Trips
There will be two youth trips happening next summer: the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in Houston, June 26 through July 2; and a Week of Hope 
in Minneapolis, July 15 through 20. See the Bullhorn or oslchurch.com/
youth for details.
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OSL Youth and Family

Faith Formation Notes
We’re excited about our fi rst Kindergarten Milestone, on October 8! We’ll celebrate the milestone at 
the 8:45 A.M. Celebrate worship service, with family time to follow at 10:00, in the Friendship Room. 
(This will be in place of your kindergartner’s regular Sunday School that morning.)

All rotation students (pre-K through third grade) will sing at the 8:45 A.M. Celebrate worship service 
on October 8, and the 11:00 A.M. Festive worship on November 5.

All families are invited to be part of the Reformation 500 Celebration at the Sioux Falls Arena on 
Wednesday, November 1, from 6:00 to 9:00 P.M. (See page 1 for details.) All Wednesday program-
ming will be moved to the Arena for that evening, and OSL students (second through fi fth grade) 
will be part of a choir. More details will be coming your way soon!

The fi rst graders’ Lord’s Prayer Milestone will be on November 5. The Milestone will be celebrated 
with family time at 10:00 A.M., in the Friendship Room, and lifted up afterward at the 11:00 Festive 
worship service. (This will be in place of your fi rst grader’s regular Sunday School that morning.)

As always, contact me with any questions or concerns: Melissa Nesdahl, Director of Faith Forma-
tion, 336-2942, ext. 17, or mnesdahl@oslchurch.com.
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Week of Hope Minneapolis 
There is still time to register for next sum-
mer’s Week of Hope trip to Minneapolis, July 
15 through 20. The registration deadline is 
Wednesday, October 11. Nonrefundable 
deposits of $150 are also due at that time. 
Registration forms and information can be 
found at the Youth Information Table in The 
Gathering Place. This trip is open to students in 
grades 6 through 12.

Youth Groups at OSL
OSL offers two youth groups: MSYG for middle-school students and Emerge for high-school students. Youth group is meant to be a safe place 
for students to meet, ask questions, have some snacks or donuts, play games, and get to know other students at OSL.
 
MSYG meets on Sunday mornings, from 10:00 to 10:50, with Trish Syverson.

Emerge is on Wednesday nights, from 7:00 to 8:30, with Elise.
 
Don’t forget: if you are going on a summer trip, you earn $5 toward your fundraising goal each time you come to youth group!

Play and Pray
Life as a mom or caregiver for children of any age can be joyful and fulfi lling, but also hectic and 
isolating, Play and Pray is a ministry for moms and caregivers who gather to support one another, 
laugh and cry together, and grow deeper in relationship with God and one another. All while the 
children, from birth through preschool, enjoy supervised play in the Nursery. Play and Pray meets 
on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m., in Room 102, next to the Sanctuary. Contact Pr. Sami, sjohnson@
oslchurch.com or 336-2942, ext. 12, with questions. 

Apple Orchard Family Event
All children, youth, and families (in every form 
possible!) are invited to a fun evening at Country 
Apple Orchard on Wednesday, October 25, from 
6:00 to 8:00 P.M. for a fellowship event. There 
will be a bonfi re, bouncy house, wagon rides, 
and train rides—all free of charge! 

There will be $5 vouchers on sale at OSL, prior 
to the event, which you may use to purchase 
apples, apple cider, apple crisp, pumpkins, or 
anything else for sale at the orchard. Vouchers 
may be purchased at OSL on Sunday mornings 
at the Youth Information Table, Wednesday 
nights at the Education desk downstairs by 
Fellowship Hall (or by fi nding Elise), or you 
may email Elise—ehasche@oslchurch.com—
to reserve vouchers to pick up in the Church 
Offi ce! A portion of proceeds from voucher sales 
will support OSL children, youth, and family 
ministry. Questions? Contact Elise.



News from Cameroon
Editor’s note: OSL sponsors Elisabeth Johnson, an ELCA pastor who 
serves as a seminary professor at the Lutheran Institute of Theolo-
gy in Meiganga, Cameroon. This is excerpted from Elisabeth’s blog, 
camerooniangrace (camerooniangrace.wordpress.com).

The 2016-2017 academic year fi nished well. Thirty students graduated 
from the special program to train evangelists as pastors at the Bible 
school at Meng (250 km west of Meiganga). Here in Meiganga, nine 
students graduated with the “licence” degree (equivalent to a bach-
elor’s degree), and one student with a master’s degree. Four of these 
students were already ordained pastors who returned to the Institute 
for further study and now return to their ministries. The rest of the 
graduates have started two years of internship, which is required 
before being approved for ordination.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cameroon held its biannual 
Synode Général (churchwide assembly) in late June in Poli, in the 
northwest region of Cameroon. Bishop Ruben Ngozo was elected to a 
second four-year term as national bishop, and Pr. Adolph Tellesam to a 
second term as assistant to the national bishop.

My colleague Anne Langdji (ELCA Global Mission regional representa-
tive for West/Central Africa and Madagascar) and I attended the synod 
for only a day because of security concerns in the region. Even though 
the time was short, we were able to meet with the women pastors in 
the EELC. They are planning a spiritual retreat for women pastors, with 
generous aid from the Manitoba/Northern Ontario Synod of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Canada. It has been only fi ve years since 
the fi rst women were ordained in the EELC and, like all pioneers, they 
face many challenges. So we are looking forward to a time of mutual 
encouragement at the retreat in January. 

On July 30, Rachel Asta (a recent student at the Institute), was 
ordained as a pastor in the EELC, the 11th woman to be ordained. I had 
the honor and joy of participating in that ordination service.

We are now preparing for a new academic year at the Lutheran Insti-
tute of Theology. It is always good to see returning students again and 
get to know the new students. I look forward to another year of teach-
ing, learning, and enriching conversation with students and colleagues!

I am so very grateful for your faithful support of this work and for 
your prayers. At this time of transition, I would like to ask you to pray 
especially for my family, for the safe return of students to the Institute, 
and for a faithful and fruitful academic year. 

God’s richest blessings to you all!

+ Grace and peace +
Elisabeth Johnson

Outreach

Photos, from top: 
Graduates at Meng; 
graduates at Meiganga; 
women pastors of the 
EELC; ordination of 
Rachel Asta. 
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OSL Library

Stick Together: Intergenerational 
Fall Reading Program
Children, youth, and adults are invited to participate in Stick Together, 
the OSL Library’s intergenerational fall reading program. Each day you 
check out items, you will receive colored stickers that will be added to 
the Stick Together mosaic. Together, Library users will build a mosaic to 
reveal one of God’s many blessings.

Fall Book Sale Is Coming Up
The OSL Library will be accepting books, movie DVDs, and music CDs 
through October 18 for its annual Fall Book Sale. The sale will run from 
noon to 6:30 P.M. on Saturday, October 21, and from 8:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 
on Sunday, October 22, in the Friendship Room.

A large selection of children’s and adult fi ction and nonfi ction books, music 
CDs, and movie DVDs will be for sale. A donation of $2 for books for adults 
and $1 for children’s books and each CD or DVD is suggested.

Additional New Titles for Adults
• Glass Houses by Louise Penny
• Sulfur Springs by William Kent Krueger
• They Call Me Momma Katherine by 

Katherine Hines
• Any Dream Will Do by Debbie Macomber

New Books for Adults
Of Mess and Moxie by Jen Hatmaker. In this 

highly anticipated 
new book, beloved 
author Jen Hatmaker 
parlays her own tri-
umphs and tragedies 
into a sigh of relief 
for all normal, fi erce 
women everywhere.

Whether it’s the 
time she drove to 
the wrong city for a 
fourth-grade fi eld 

trip or the way she learned to forgive, she offers 
a reminder to those who sometimes hide in 
the car eating crackers that they do have the 
moxie to get back up and get back out. They can 
choose to live undaunted, “in the moment,” no 
matter what the moments hold, and lead vibrant, 
courageous, grace-fi lled lives.

Now she’s living in one of Boston’s wealthiest 
neighborhoods with her mom’s fi ancé and his 
daughter, Eloise. Thanks to her soon-to-be 
stepsister’s clique of friends, including Eloise’s 
gorgeous, arrogant boyfriend, Finn, India feels 
like the one thing she hoped never to be seen as 
again: trash. 

India’s not alone in struggling to control the 
secrets of her past. Eloise and Finn, the school’s 
golden couple, aren’t all they seem to be. In fact, 
everyone’s life is infi nitely more complex than it 
fi rst appears. As India grows closer to Finn and 
befriends Eloise, threatening the façades that 
hold them together, what’s left are truths that 
are brutal, beautiful, and big enough to change 
them forever

From the New York Times bestselling author 
Samantha Young comes a story of friendship, 
identity, and acceptance that will break your 
heart—and make it whole again.

continued

New for Middle- and 
High-School Youth
The Impossible Vastness by Samantha 

Young. India 
Maxwell hasn’t just 
moved across the 
country—she’s 
plummeted to the 
bottom rung of 
the social ladder. 
It’s taken years to 
cover the mess of 
her home life with a 
veneer of popularity.



OSL Library

New Picture, Early Reader, 
and Chapter Books
Not Quite Narwhal by Jessie Sima. This 

heartwarming and 
adorable debut 
picture book tells the 
story of a young uni-
corn who was born 
under the sea to a 
family of narwhals.

Growing up in the 
ocean, Kelp has always assumed that he was a 
narwhal like the rest of his family. Sure, he’s al-
ways been a little bit different—his tusk isn’t as 
long, he’s not as good a swimmer, and he really 
doesn’t enjoy the cuisine. Then one night, an 
extra strong current sweeps Kelp to the surface, 
where he spots a mysterious creature that looks 
just like him.

Kelp discovers that he and the creature are actu-
ally unicorns. The revelation leaves him torn: is 
he a land narwhal or a sea unicorn? Perhaps, if 
Kelp is clever, he may fi nd a way to have the best 
of both worlds.

Told with heartwarming illustrations and sweet 
text, Jessie Sima’s debut picture book is about 
fi tting in, standing out, and the all-encompassing 
love of family.

Additional New Picture Books
• Sam & Dave Dig a Hole by Mac Barnett
• Escargot by Dashka Slater and 

Sydney Hanson

OSL Library Hours
Sunday  8:15 A.M.–12:15 P.M.
MONDAY  9:00 A.M.–noon
Tuesday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Wednesday  9:00 A.M.–7:30 P.M.
Thursday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Friday  Closed
2nd Saturday 

of the Month 10:00 A.M.–noon 
 and 4:30–6:30 P.M.
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Additional New Titles for 
Middle- and High-School Youth

• One of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus
• Five Lives of Our Cat Zook by 

Joanne Rocklin
• Serafi na and the Black Cloak by 

Robert Beatty
• Guinness World Records 2018 by 

Guinness World Records

New Early Readers
• Disney Pixar Cars: Tales from Radiator 

Springs by Daniel R. Shealy
• Berenstain Bears’ Family Reunion by 

Stan Berenstain

New Chapter Books
• Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
• Stories of Pirates by Russell Punter

Monthly Book Club 
for Adults 
The Book Club for Adults meets at 7:00 P.M. on 
the fourth Thursday of each month in the OSL 
Library to discuss that month’s novel. The Octo-
ber 26 selection will be Shadow of the Wind by 

Carlos Ruiz Zafon. 

Barcelona, 1945—
just after the war, 
a great world city 
lies in shadow, 
nursing its wounds, 
and a boy named 
Daniel awakes on 
his 11th birthday to 
fi nd that he can no 
longer remember 
his mother’s face. To 

console his only child, Daniel’s widowed father, 
an antiquarian-book dealer, initiates him into 
the secret of the Cemetery of Forgotten Books, a 
library tended by Barcelona’s guild of rare-book 
dealers as a repository for books forgotten by 
the world, waiting for someone who will care 
about them again.

Daniel’s father coaxes him to choose a volume 
from the spiraling labyrinth of shelves, one that, 
it is said, will have a special meaning for him. 
Daniel so loves the novel he selects, The Shad-
ow of the Wind by one Julian Carax, that he sets 
out to fi nd the rest of Carax’s work.

To his shock, he discovers that someone has 
been systematically destroying every copy of 

every book this author has written. In fact, he 
may have the last one in existence. Before Dan-
iel knows it, his seemingly innocent quest has 
opened a door into one of Barcelona’s darkest 
secrets, an epic story of murder, magic, mad-
ness, and doomed love. Before long he realizes 
that if he doesn’t fi nd out the truth about Julian 
Carax, he and those closest to him will suffer 
horribly.

Join this exciting community of readers! A list 
of the 2017 selections is available in the OSL 
Library.

OSL Library Online Catalog 
Anyone may access the OSL Library’s online 
catalog, OPAC, to search for items, see a car-
ousel of new books, read snapshots of featured 
books, access tutorials for using OPAC, view 
Library news and messages, and more. If you’ve 
provided your e-mail address, you may view 
your personal OPAC account to reserve and 
renew items, develop watch lists, and more. See 
Library staff for log-in details.

Visit OPAC by going to oslchurch.com/library 
and clicking the button, or scan the QR code 
below.



Worship Services
 Saturday Evening
  Festive Worship – 5:00 P.M., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Festive Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Sanctuary
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Celebrate Center

Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 A.M., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1
 Festive: 1:00 P.M., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53)
 Website: oslchurch.com
 Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf ·  
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf

Ministry Support 
through August 31

 Annual Giving
Pledged $2,008,616
Received YTD $1,158,731
Remaining $849,885
Projected YTD $1,210,000
Ahead/(Behind) ($51,269)
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