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“Our steps are made fi rm by the Lord,
when he delights in our way; 

though we stumble, we shall not fall head-
long, for the Lord holds us by the hand.”

Psalm 37:23–24

I don’t know about you 
but I really enjoy hold-
ing hands, especially 
with my wife, Shelly. On 
our day off together, we 
can often be seen walk-
ing to the grocery store 
or to the coffee shop 
hand-in-hand. I think it 

brings comfort to both of us and reassures us of 
the other’s love.

The psalmist writes about a God who holds us 
by the hand, not just when things are going great 
but especially when the chips are down and life 
is challenging.

We’ve chosen that passage from Psalm 37 as 
our stewardship theme verse this year, and the 
stewardship theme Hand in Hand, because it 
reminds us of how we’ve gotten to where we are 
as a congregation. The past several years have 
been a time of challenge as we’ve worked hard 
to fi nd the best ways to manage our mortgage 
responsibly. Along the way, though, we’ve seen 
evidence of a God who holds us by the hand and 
shows us the way forward:

• Our mortgage principal has been reduced by 
nearly $2 million in about three years;

• Our mortgage interest expense is nearly half 
of what it was in 2015 and now seems man-
ageable as part of our operating budget;

• Our overall ministry plan (budget) is in 
good shape this year thanks to a year of 
reduced expenses.

From the Senior  Pastor

Hand in Hand
We give thanks to God for God’s faithfulness in 
helping us carry out our mission even when we 
weren’t exactly sure how things would work 
out. To me, we’ve been led by the hand by a God 
who will never let us go.

As we look ahead to 2018, it feels like we’re 
well-positioned to step into a time when our 
mission focus can shift from maintenance to 
growing OSL’s ministry. It’s time to fully fund 
our Outreach and Communication ministry, 
including the fourth pastoral position. It’s time 
to focus resources on developing our capacity 
to tell the OSL story and to invite people to join 
us as partners in mission. It’s time to go all in 
on LifeGroups and grow a congregation full of 
people who are actively going deeper in their 
faith through meaningful and life-giving rela-
tionships. It’s time to build on an already strong 
ministry of outreach to our neighbors so that 
we extend our mission impact well beyond the 
walls of Our Savior’s.

Frankly, it’s exciting to think about our mission 
priority focusing on growth, and I hope you’ll 
join Shelly and me in supporting these ministry 
initiatives next year by investing a portion of 
what God has given you—time, talents, and 
treasures—in OSL’s ministry. The Board of 
Stewardship has set the goal for 2018 of raising 
an additional $160,000 over what is given this 
year. That may sound like a big number, but 
when we all work together, it’s not daunting at 
all—about $3.50 per week per contributor.

This month you will receive information that 
will guide you through the process of indicating 
your intent to support this mission focus in 
2018. It is absolutely critical that we hear from 
every OSL member.

When you receive your packet in the mail, set 
aside some time to read the information, talk it 
over with the members of your household, and 
pray about what God may be leading you to give 
as your response. Then, on Hand in Hand Week-
end, November 10 and 11, bring your Statement 
of Intent to worship and plan on presenting it as 
part of your offering to God.

Together, with our hands in God’s, let’s make 
2018 a year to remember as we grow OSL’s 
ministry to the glory of God.

Pr. Randy Gehring

Hand in Hand 
Weekend

November 10–11
As part of OSL’s Stewardship appeal this 
year, you will be invited to consider increas-
ing your offering for 2018. Please pray about 
this request and do your best to respond 
generously as the Lord leads you.

Then, on Hand in Hand Weekend, we will 
present our pledges and commitments 
(“Statements of Intent”) as part of our 
offering during worship. You are also 
welcome to mail your Statement of Intent to 
the Church Offi ce if you are not present on 
Hand in Hand weekend.

Thank you for being part of this exciting 
congregation!
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In Memory of Bob Axtell
Mary Ann Hohman
Russell and Betty Kielman
Arnold and Esther Krueger
M. Franklin and Marit Pudas

In Memory of Cleo Dirks
Marsha Millage

In Memory of Dot Thomas
Fran Kilen
Lloyd and Maxine Leaders
Ruth Olsen
Paula Tursam

Memorials and Honoraria
August–September 2017

September 10, 2017
Noah Tyler Ollerich, the son of Tyler and 

Stephanie Ollerich.
October 7, 2017
Rickey Thomas Niedermeier, the son of Adam and 

Kelcey Niedermeier.

BaptismsBaptisms

Telecasts

September 24, 2017
Telecasts sponsored by Robert and Doris West in 

honor of their 70th wedding anniversary, on 
September 13.

Telecasts

FlowersFlowers

September 10, 2017
Flowers given in memory of Helen Schulz by Laura 

and Curt Wong and family.
October 1, 2017
Flowers given by Dave and Donna Krueger in cele-

bration of Andrew and Kelly Krueger’s sixth wedding 
anniversary, on September 30.

October 15, 2017
Flowers given in honor of Ralph and LaVonne 

Johnshoy’s 65th wedding anniversary.

Call Extended for Pastor 
of Outreach and 
Communication
At a congregational meeting on 
October 15, OSL members voted unani-
mously to extend a call to the 
Rev. Justin Kosec to fi ll the position of 
Pastor of Outreach and Communication. 
Pr. Justin is now discerning this call, 
and will make his decision within 30 
days of it being extended.

Pr. Justin currently serves as pastor 
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in 
Smithtown, N.Y., where he lives with his 
wife, Susanne, and their infant daughter, 
Amariah. The Kosecs are originally from 
this region; Pr. Justin received his M.Div. 
at Luther Seminary, following undergraduate work at Carthage College, Kenosha, Wisc. You’ll fi nd 
more information at oslchurch.com/about/call-process.

Please keep the Kosec family in your prayers as they consider this signifi cant transition in their lives.

Congregational Life

The Kosec Family at home.



Congregational Life
New to the OSL Community
Welcome these new members, who were received into the OSL church family in October. The next new member orientation will be this spring. Contact 
the Church Offi ce, 336-2942, for details.
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Maribeth Anderson 
Visitation Minister (PT)
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 
Michelle Anderson, ext. 28 
Faith Community Nurse 
mianderson@oslchurch.com 
Stella Curry, ext. 10 
Offi ce Manager 
scurry@oslchurch.com 
Randy Gehring, ext. 11 
Senior Pastor 
rgehring@oslchurch.com 

Deb Harlan, ext. 48 
Caring Ministries Coordinator 
dharlan@oslchurch.com 
Nancy Heesch, ext. 42 
Nursery Director 
robertheesch@yahoo.com
Barb Haugan, ext. 23 
Business Administrator 
bhaugan@oslchurch.com 
Duresa Kabato
Custodian
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 

Sami Johnson, ext. 12 
Pastor of Youth and Family 
sjohnson@oslchurch.com 
Don Lehmann
Pastor of Visitation (PT)
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 
Tim Lemme, ext. 19 
Pastor of Caring Ministries 
tlemme@oslchurch.com 
Gene LeVasseur, ext. 40 
Director of Worship 
glevasseur@oslchurch.com
Deb Merxbauer, ext. 25 
Library Coordinator 
dmerxbauer@oslchurch.com 

Nicole Mindt, ext. 33 
Youth Coordinator 
nmindt@oslchurch.com 
Loretta Nelson, ext. 14 
Congregational Life 

Coordinator 
lnelson@oslchurch.com 
Melissa Nesdahl, ext. 17 
Director of Faith Formation 
mnesdahl@oslchurch.com 
Lloyd Olson
Custodian
336-2942 (Church Offi ce) 
Bill Reynolds, ext. 15 
Director of Communications 
breynolds@oslchurch.com

OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF DIRECTORY
Church Offi ce: (605) 336-2942  oslchurch.com

Marilyn Schempp, ext. 31 
Organist and Associate Direc-

tor of Music and Fine Arts 
mschempp@oslchurch.com 
Debbie Theis, ext. 43 
Food Coordinator 
dtheis@oslchurch.com 
Deanna Wehrspann, ext. 37 
Music and Worship 

Professional
dwehrspann@oslchurch.com 
Lavada Woods, ext. 49 
Financial Assistant 
lwoods@oslchurch.com

OSLC Foundation

Foundation Notes
Utilize Your RMD to Help OSL
You know that 2018 is just around the corner…and if you are 70½ or 
older and have an IRA (Individual Retirement Account), you must take 
your required minimum distribution (RMD) by December 31, 2017, or 
face a 50% penalty. Ugh!

However, there is a way to utilize the RMD to your advantage. You can 
choose to direct the RMD amount directly to a qualifi ed charity, such 
as Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Foundation or Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. You will not recognize the RMD amount in 2017’s income nor 
receive a charitable deduction. This will be an especially wise and pru-
dent move if you claim the standard deduction on your tax return.

If you choose to direct your RMD to OSL or the OSL Foundation, don’t 
have the distribution from your account’s custodian sent to you—have it 
sent directly to OSL or the Foundation. It will help you and Our Savior’s 
as well. Barb Haugan, OSL’s Business Administrator, will be able to assist 
you in this process.

Additionally, proceed with caution when you are naming a benefi ciary 
of your IRA—there may be a signifi cant hidden tax for a non-spousal 
recipient of your nest egg. Naming Our Savior’s as benefi ciary would be 
a way to avoid taxation.

Of course this is complicated. And of course the disclaimer is that nei-
ther Our Savior’s nor the Foundation are offering you tax advice—but 
we want to help you plan and stay educated about your options. Always 
seek advice and assistance from a qualifi ed advisor before you make 
decisions. 

Let’s visit further, if you are so inclined. Contact me, Jon Oien, Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran Church Foundation Planned Giving, 212-5261 or joien@
sio.midco.net.

OSL’s Altar Guild
Did you ever wonder how or why the altar and chancel area in OSL’s 
worship spaces change from time to time, specifi cally the altar and 
pulpit paraments to match the appropriate season of the church year? 
These changes take place with the help of OSL’s Altar Guild volunteers.

The work of Altar Guild is more than housekeeping. In essence, it is to 
assist in creating and maintaining a climate of worship for our congre-
gation. Altar Guild volunteers:
 change altar paraments seasonally
 care for altar and table linens
 dust the chancel, sacristy, and chapel
 care for acolyte robes as needed

Altar Guild always welcomes new volunteers! If you would like to serve 
the Lord by helping in this important task, contact the Church Offi ce, 
336-2942, or Shirly Hillgren, 334-0030, for more information. Typically, 
volunteers work in pairs for one month.

A brief meeting for all volunteers will be held on Sunday, November 5, at 
10:00 A.M. (between worship services) in Room 103, just off the 
Sanctuary. This will be an opportunity to gain more information, meet 
other volunteers, and possibly sign up for the month you’d like to serve. 
Bring your coffee—goodies will be provided goodies!

Congregational Life

Theology Tapped
Come and join Pr. Randy at 
Monk’s House of Ale Repute, 
420 E. 8th St., for Theology 
Tapped—conversation, refl ec-
tion, prayer, and Christian com-
munity—on Thursday, Novem-
ber 2, and Thursday, November 
30, from 8:00 to 9:30 P.M.



Caring Ministries Health Ministries 
Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing 
health ministries that meet on a weekly or 
monthly basis. Feel free to join any of the 
following sessions. For more information, 
contact Michelle Anderson, Faith Community 
Nurse, 336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com.

Footcare Clinic 
Cost is $25 per person. Thursday, Novem-
ber 2, 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Call the Church 
Offi ce, 336-2942, to schedule your appoint-
ment. 

Hope for Living with Illness or Cancer 
Every Tuesday at 2:00 P.M. in the Friendship 
Room. People and their families who have 
or are experiencing the challenge of cancer 
are welcome. If you cannot attend, but would 
like to be on our prayer and devotional mail-
ing list, contact Michelle Anderson, 
336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com. 

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry 
Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls 
(to be given to people to remind them of 
God’s presence and love in their lives) and 
mittens and scarves (for missions). 
Wednesday, November 8 and 22, 9:30 A.M., 
Sonshine Room. 
2nd Saturday Knitters, November 11, 
9:30 A.M., Sonshine Room. 

Good Grief 
Every Thursday at 10:00 A.M. in Room 103. 
This group is for anyone dealing with loss 
and crisis in life.

Memory Care Support Group 
Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 A.M., Offi ce Con-
ference Room. For caregivers of those with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, a place to share 
and to receive understanding and empathy. 
Contact Caring Ministries, 336-2942, for 
information.

Pickleball 
OSL-sponsored Pickleball: Mondays, 
8:00 A.M. to noon and 5:00 to 9:00 P.M.; 
Tuesdays, 8:00 A.M. to noon; Wednesdays 
and Fridays, 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.; Thurs-
days, 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

Men’s Bible Breakfast 
OSL’s Men’s Bible Breakfast meets on the fi rst 
and third Friday of every month, at 6:30 A.M., in 
The Gathering Place, for food, Bible study, 
and fellowship. For more information, contact 
Pr. Tim Lemme, 336-2942, ext. 19, or 
tlemme@oslchurch.com.

OSL Woodshop Ministry 
The OSL woodshop team meets every Wednes-
day evening, from 6:00 to 8:00, and again on 
Saturday mornings, from 8:00 to noon, to work 
on various projects for Our Savior’s and its 
members. The team’s main project is to build 
Faith Chests to give to newly baptized children, 
but there is always a variety of other woodwork-
ing projects for OSL, too. 

You don’t have to be a skilled carpenter or 
woodworker to be part of the woodshop 
team—and you don’t need to be a man, either: 
Woodshop Ministry is for women as well as 
men! All you need is a willingness to learn and a 
willing heart to serve. And yes, the team always 
takes time for coffee, fellowship, and fun!

For more information on how you can be part 
of OSL’s Woodshop Ministry team, contact Pr. 
Tim Lemme, 336-2942, ext. 19, or tlemme@
oslchurch.com, or just show up at one of the 
scheduled work times and visit with crew 
members in the shop, which is located in the 
southwest corner of the lower level.

Lutheran Men in Mission 
Lutheran Men in Mission meets on the third Sat-
urday of each month, at 8:30 A.M., in the Offi ce 
Conference Room, for an hour of Bible study, 
breakfast, and fellowship. For more informa-
tion, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 336-2942, ext. 19, 
or tlemme@oslchurch.com.

Dr. Joel Ziebarth will present an exciting and 
informative program about the world cruise he 
and his wife, Sharon, recently completed, at 
this month’s Friendship Club, on Tuesday, 
November 21, at 10:30 A.M., in the Friendship 
Room. A wonderful Thanksgiving Lunch will 
follow in The Gathering Place, at 11:30.

For more information, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 
336-2942 or tlemme@oslchurch.com.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
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Addiction Awareness Ministry 
Sunday Follow-Up
Last month’s Addiction Awareness Ministry 
Sunday was well-received and well-attended. 
Here are some take-away facts from “Underage 
Drinking and Prevention,” the presentation by 
Matt Walz and Dave Jansa:
 Alcohol causes seven types of cancer.
 Alcohol is often marketed as if it were a 

sports drink or soda.
 According to Prairie View Prevention, 25% 

of all alcohol in South Dakota is consumed 
by underage drinkers—90% of that during 
binge drinking.
 Kids deserve a childhood free from alcohol 

marketing. 
 As a community, we should treat alcohol like 

tobacco. 
 Ingredients, calories, and nutrition infor-

mation are required on all consumable 
products—except alcohol. Check your 
alcohol containers: 99% do not have this 
information. Could they be hiding something 
from consumers? 
 The idea is not to appear anti-alcohol or 

anti-drinking, but rather to present pro-
consumer, pro-health, and pro-kid infor-
mation. 

For more information about Addiction Aware-
ness Ministry at OSL, contact Deb Harlan, Caring 
Ministries Director (336-2942, ext. 48, or 
dharlan@oslchurch.com); or Michelle 
Anderson, Faith Family Nurse (336-2942, ext. 
28, or mianderson@oslchurch.com).



Caring Ministries

Stephen Ministry: Never Alone
by Erin Kaiser
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” 
Romans 12:15

I recently had a phone call with a friend of mine. It was great to have a 
good conversation with someone I do not see very often. 

After our conversa-
tion, there were a 
few things I needed 
to process. What 
became clear, how-
ever, was how similar 

our conversation was to having a conversation with a Stephen Minister. 
While my heart was heavy at the time of the phone call, she listened non-
judgmentally, with compassion and empathy. She was not condemning 
the feelings or emotions I was expressing. She was in the moment. 

There are those friends that we can sit and chat with about anything and 
know that what is said is not going beyond that conversation. This is also 
true of Stephen Ministers. They are there in those moments when your 
heart is heavy. Much like a good friend, a Stephen Minister listens with 
an open heart and mind, and is nonjudgmental and compassionate.

“No one should hurt alone. That’s why we have Stephen Ministry.” That’s 
more than a slogan or tag line—it’s the truth! A new Stephen Ministry 
class will be starting in January; why not sharpen your listening and em-
pathy skills and your desire to help others by exploring Stephen Ministry 
training? Learn more by visiting with Pr. Tim Lemme (336-2942, ext. 19, 
or tlemme@oslchurch.com); Deb Harlan, Caring Ministries Director 
(336-2942, ext. 48, or dharlan@oslchurch.com); or Michelle 
Anderson, Faith Family Nurse (336-2942, ext. 28, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com).

OSL Women of the ELCA

The Apostles’ Creed, Session 
Three: “We believe in the 
Holy Spirit...”
by Tami Skorczewski 
“But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name.” John 20:31

Bible Study. Open-
ing Prayer: Blessed 
and holy Triune 

God, you have revealed yourself to the world as three persons—uni-
fi ed in substance, desire, divinity, and eternal existence. We ask now 
for the presence of the most mysterious and yet the most pervasive 
member, the Holy Spirit. Come, Holy Spirit, come and guide our 
study. Open our hearts and minds to deeper wisdom and greater 
faith. We ask this in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.

The Holy Spirit breathes chaos into order, bringing the whole of cre-
ation into line with God’s plan.

Closing Prayer: Holy Breath, Holy Hope, Holy Spirit, breathe on us 
and bring holy order to our hearts, our minds and our world. Amen. 
(Source: gathermagazine.org.)

Upcoming Events.
Annual Pie & Lefse Sale Fundraiser, Sunday, November 19, to support 
WELCA’s 2017 Unit Wide Mission, “OSL WELCA Has It in the Bag.” Sale 
time will be before and after worship services, until pies and lefse are 
gone.

“Sing for Joy!” Christmas Luncheon, Saturday, December 2, 11:00 A.M., 
in The Gathering Place. This multigenerational event (preschoolers 

on up) will feature music by Anjelic, an old-fashioned 
potluck, and a Christmas carol singalong. Tickets ($6) 
will go on sale November 12.

WELCA Board Position Open. Vice President to serve 
and assist WELCA for 2018 and 2019. If interested, 
contact Tami, 201-7822, or Jodie, 334-1555, for more 
information and job description. As a current board 
member put it, OSL’s WELCA is “a very fun group to be 
part of.”

“You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to 
you, as you are to them.”

—Desmond Tutu
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OSL Youth and Family
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Faith Formation Notes
The fi rst graders’ Lord’s Prayer Milestone will be on November 5. The 
Milestone will be celebrated with family time at 10:00 A.M., in the Friend-
ship Room, and lifted up afterward at the 11:00 Festive worship service. 
(This will be in place of your fi rst grader’s regular Sunday School that 
morning.)

All rotation students (pre-K through third grade) will sing “Jesus Loves 
Me” at the 11:00 A.M. Festive worship service on November 11. Students 
in grades four through eight who learned the song are encouraged to 
join in.

All are welcome to the Advent Fair, on Wednesday, November 29, from 
5:30 to 7:00 P.M. This year’s fair will have crafting and food tasting for all 
ages to enjoy! A meal will be served in The Gathering Place. 

As always, contact me with any questions or concerns: Melissa 
Nesdahl, Director of Faith Formation, 336-2942, ext. 17, or mnesdahl@
oslchurch.com.

Changes in the OSL Nursery
Amanda Bork, who has served as Nursery Supervisor for several years, 

recently stepped down from that position. “I 
started volunteering in the OSL Nursery as a 
middle school student,” Amanda recalls. “After 
a few years of volunteering, I was hired on as 
a Nursery staff member, and from there was 
promoted to Nursery Supervisor! I have loved 
my time with the OSL Nursery, and I have made 
some wonderful relationships with many of the 
families who walk through our door on any giv-

en Sunday! I hope to continue seeing these families around Our Savior’s. 

“The nursery was and will always be near and dear to my heart,” 
Amanda says, “but I felt that after 15 years, it was time for me to pass my 
position on. I will continue to focus on my career as a teacher, making 
visits to different facilities with our certifi ed therapy dog, fostering dogs, 
and spending time with my family! Please stay in contact and always feel 
free to connect with my via my personal email: Amandak.bork@gmail.
com.”

OSL’S new Nursery Supervisor is Nancy Heesch, 
a familiar face at Our Savior’s. “I have been 
a member of OSL since 1965,” says Nancy. 
“I’m married to Robert (29 years), have two 
children—Amanda, who lives in St. Paul, and 
Joshua, who is a junior at Dakota State Univer-
sity—and taught preschool for 23 years. I love 
gardening, baking, cooking, and reading.”

Thank you, Amanda, for your dedicated service to the youngest mem-
bers of the OSL community; and thank you, Nancy, for stepping up to 
carry on that caring tradition!

Parents’ Night Out 
Parents’ Night Out will be on Friday, November 3, 
from 5:30 to 8:30 P.M. Register for Nursery care 
(infant through age ten) by contacting Nursery 
Supervisor Nancy Heesch, robertheesch@yahoo.
com, with the names and ages of your children. 

Also, there’s an opportunity for two Nursery volun-
teers that evening—contact Nancy!

Many Thanks, Elise!
On October 22, OSL bid farewell and Godspeed 
to Elise Hasche, Youth Director for the past fi ve 
years. Elise’s last day on staff was October 31. 
The OSL community is grateful for Elise’s tireless 
devotion not only to the congregation’s middle- 
and high-school students but also her dedication 
to the worship life of Our Savior’s. 

Please hold Elise and Ben in prayer as they move into this time of transi-
tion in their lives.



OSL Youth and Family

Thanksgiving, Advent, 
and Christmas at OSL
Here are some scheduling notes for the next several weeks:

November 18–19 – OSL will celebrate Christ the King Sunday; 
regular worship schedule

November 22 – Thanksgiving Eve worship, 6:30 P.M., Sanctuary
November 23 – Thanksgiving Day: OSL will be closed
November 25–26 – Advent will begin at OSL (a week early, 

liturgically)
November 29 – Advent Fair, 5:30 P.M.
December 6 – Weekly Advent worship services, “Prayers around 

the Wreath,” will begin, from 6:40 to 7:15 P.M., Celebrate Center
December 23 – No Saturday evening Festive worship service
December 24 –

 2:00 P.M. – Family service, Celebrate Center
 4:00 P.M. – Celebrate and Festive worship services (Festive 
  worship will be televised on KTTW)
 6:00 P.M. – Festive worship service
 10:00 P.M. – Festive worship service

December 25 – Festive worship service, 10:00 A.M.

Regular worship service schedule on December 31 and January 1.

An Easy Way to Support 
OSL Youth Ministry
When you purchase gift cards at 
the OSL Youth Ministry table on 
Sunday mornings, for your-
self or to give to others, you 
support youth programs while 
receiving full value for your 
purchase—the amount rebated 
to Youth Ministry comes from 
the retailer!

Hy-Vee and Fareway cards are 
available for purchase on Sunday mornings; cards from many other 
stores (Barnes and Noble, Best Buy, Kohl’s, Bed Bath & Beyond, etc.) 
are available to order, at the Youth Ministry table or in the Church 
Offi ce. Cards ordered by 2:00 P.M. on Monday will be available for 
pick-up on Thursday. Check out the Youth Ministry table in The Gath-
ering Place for details. And remember—Christmas is coming!

Affi rmation 
of Baptism 
More than two dozen OSL confi rmation students made their Affi rmation 
of Baptism, an important milestone in one’s faith journey, at worship 
services on October 29. Congratulations to this year’s confi rmands:

Kalen Appl
Ryan Berglin
Zac Carlson
Taysia Cochrun
Sara Croghan
Evelynn Ducheneaux
Claire Egland
Emily Ekstrum
Gavin Fischer
Margeaux Freese
Chantalle Galbavy
Dalton Garbers
Abigail Helgerson
Isabella Helgerson

Avarianna Hill
Bailey Horton
Triston Jansma
Alexander Johnson
Michael Johnson
Eli Olson
Meredith Peterson
Ainsley Pfi tzer
Adalie Pritchett
Janessa Rud
Emma Sahly
Kaley Stevens
Samuel Whempner
Carson Woods

And thanks to the small-group mentors for their time, energy, and 
dedication to OSL youth!
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OSL’S 2017 Advent Devotional 
Mary sings her song of praise to God, remembering the good God 
has done and looking forward with confi dent hope to what God 
will do. When we tell the stories of what God has done for us, we 
magnify God in our world. Perhaps you treasure a memory of a 
moment you knew God was close because of a miracle, a coinci-
dence, a beautiful moment, or a feeling you couldn’t explain. 

This is your invitation to refl ect on what God has done in your 
life and share it with the congregation by writing a brief item for 
Magnify!, OSL’s 2017 Advent Devotional.

The deadline is November 12; send contributions (400 words or 
fewer) to Bill Reynolds, breynolds@oslchurch.com, preferably as 
a Word document attached to an email message.
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South Dakota Hunger Summit 
This year’s Hunger Summit will take place on November 8 at Dakota 
Wesleyan University, Mitchell. The Keynote Speaker will be M. J. Altman, 
the Editorial Director for World Food Program USA and the host and 
creator of the WFP podcast “Hacking Hunger.”

For details and to register, visit partnersagainsthunger.org/
hunger-summit.

A Note of Thanks
From Lunch Is Served: 

September 18, 2017

Dear Our Savior’s Lutheran Church:

Thank you for sharing your time to pack meals with Lunch Is Served, 
Inc., on Wednesday, September 13. Because of you, 220 workers 
received a lunch! 

In 2016, our volunteers made 27,520 meals for the working poor in our 
community, and we expect this number will have grown in 2017. Our 
meal recipients say that having a lunch helps them stay alert and focused 
on their work. Many say that without a meal from Lunch Is Served they 
would not eat for their entire work day.

We believe that receiving a lunch also shows these workers that their 
community supports them as they strive to provide for themselves and 
their families.

Lunch Is Served could not provide these meals without the volunteers 
who generously give of their time and we are grateful for your effort.

I hope you will consider serving again in the coming year.

Together in Service,

Lynn Culey
Executive Director

Congregational Life

Another Note of Thanks
From Community Blood Bank:

October 9, 2017

Dear Michelle, Congregation, and Staff,

On behalf of Community Blood Bank’s board of directors and the pa-
tients we serve in 34 local hospitals, we would like to thank you and all 
of the volunteer blood donors at Our Savior’s. Your commitment to im-
pact the lives of patients in our community through hosting blood drives 
and encouraging people to donate ensures a secure blood supply for the 
treatment of those involved in traumas, surgeries, cancer treatment, and 
burns.

What you do matters to the community and all of us at Community Blood 
Bank. We are committed to providing blood to the communities we 
serve through a friendly, convenient, and community service satisfying 
environment. The success of the community’s blood supply is solely gen-
erated from leadership provided from organizations like yours. In fact, 
80% of the blood supply is provided by people donating at blood drives. 
The difference in a community is made by those that come forward to 
secure the future, you have made the difference!

We look forward to working with you in the future.

Sincerely,

Rita Nelson 
Donor Consultant
Community Blood Bank

What’s Coming Up?
Every week, over 1,200 OSL members and 
friends receive Coming Up at Our Savior’s, an 
email update of news and events for the week 
ahead (and a little further out). To be includ-
ed in the mailing, simply scan the QR Code 
at right and fi ll out the contact form. Or, visit 
oslchurch.com/category/osl-news, select the 
latest edition of Coming Up at Our Savior’s, and click the button at 
the bottom of the page. 

There’s always a lot happening at OSL—be sure to keep up-to-date!
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OSL Library

Stick Together Mosaic 
Intergenerational Fall 
Reading Program
Over 1,000 stickers have been placed on the mosaic for the OSL Library’s fall read-
ing program, Stick Together. One sticker is placed on the mosaic for each item you 
check out. Together we are building a mosaic to reveal one of God’s many blessings. 
Be sure to come view the mosaic—can you guess what the image will be?

Jillian Mason can’t wait to attend the Living 
Word women’s conference. She’s done their 
Bible studies for years and expects God to show 
up in an amazing way, but the weekend delivers 
something unexpected—a discovery about her 
husband. As the state of her marriage hangs in 
the balance, Jillian is suddenly anxious about 
returning home.

Faith Langston has always been a girl after 
God’s heart. She loves Living Word studies and 
registered early for the conference. At the end 
of her college sophomore year, however, she 
fi nds herself in circumstances she never imag-
ined—with a heart that has strayed from God. 
She makes it to St. Louis nonetheless, with her 
boyfriend in tow—but how will she fi nd her way 
back to God?

Additional New Titles for Adults
• Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a 

Chaotic World by Max Lucado
• Martin Luther: The Man Who 

Rediscovered God and Changed the 
World by Eric Metaxas

• Another Woman’s Daughter by Fiona 
Sussman

New Books for Adults
Though I Stumble by Kim Cash Tate. Four 

women, one week-
end, and their lives 
will never be the 
same. Four women 
in different seasons 
of life converge at 
a women’s confer-
ence—with a theme 
that charges them to 
run “in hot pursuit” 
for Christ. But how 
do they run when 
challenges seem 

insurmountable? Can they help one another 
navigate the diffi cult terrain?

Stephanie London thought she’d heard from 
God when she moved to Hope Springs, N.C. 
But a tragedy in that small town left her soul 
desolate. Bereft of hope, she travels home to St. 
Louis as the women’s ministry conference kicks 
off. Though less than enthused to attend, new 
friendships offer strength and light. But what 
happens when the weekend ends and real life 
begins again?

Treva Langston still grieves the loss of her 
husband of 22 years. Now, two years later, her 
heart is breaking again as her oldest daughter’s 
travails come to light. Traveling from D.C. to St. 
Louis for a women’s conference seems the last 
thing she should do, given the circumstances. 
But in St. Louis her path crosses with someone 
new—and her world turns upside-down. Will it 
only lead to more heartbreak?

New for Middle- and 
High-School Youth
Wild Bird by Wendelin Van Draanen. In her 

most incisive and 
insightful book yet, 
the author of The 
Running Dream 
and Flipped offers a 
remarkable portrait 
of a girl who has 
hit rock bottom 
but begins a climb 
back to herself at a 
wilderness survival 
camp in the desert.

At 3:47 A.M. they come for Wren Clemmens. 
She’s hustled out of her house and into a waiting 
car, then a plane, and then taken on a forced 
march into the desert. This is what happens 
to kids who’ve gone so far off the rails, and 
their parents don’t know what to do with them 
anymore. This is wilderness therapy camp. Eight 
weeks of survivalist camping in the desert. Eight 
weeks to turn your life around. Yeah, right.

The Wren who arrives in the Utah desert is angry 
and bitter and blames everyone but herself. 
However, angry can’t put up a tent, and bitter 
won’t start a fi re. Wren’s going to have to admit 
she needs help if she’s going to survive.

Additional New Titles for 
Middle- and High-School Youth

• Hidden Figures: Young Reader’s Edition 
by Margot Lee Shetterly

• The Witches by Ronald Dahl



OSL Library OSL Library Hours
Sunday  8:15 A.M.–12:15 P.M.
MONDAY  9:00 A.M.–noon
Tuesday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Wednesday  9:00 A.M.–7:30 P.M.
Thursday  9:00 A.M.–noon
Friday  Closed
2nd Saturday 

of the Month 10:00 A.M.–noon 
 and 4:30–6:30 P.M.
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Monthly Book Club 
for Adults 
The Book Club for Adults meets at 7:00 P.M. on 
the fourth Thursday of each month in the OSL 

Library to discuss 
that month’s novel. 
The November 16 
selection will be 
Swing Time by Zadie 
Smith, an ambitious, 
exuberant new novel 
moving from north 
west London to 
West Africa, by the 
award-winning 
author of White 

Teeth and On Beauty.

Two brown girls dream of being dancers—but 
only one, Tracey, has talent. The other has ideas: 
about rhythm and time, about black bodies and 
black music, what constitutes a tribe, or makes 
a person truly free. It’s a close but complicated 
childhood friendship that ends abruptly in their 
early 20s, never to be revisited, but never quite 
forgotten, either.

Tracey makes it to the chorus line but struggles 
with adult life, while her friend leaves the old 
neighborhood behind, traveling the world as an 
assistant to a famous singer, Aimee, observing 
close up how the one percent live.

When Aimee develops grand philanthropic 
ambitions, the story moves from London to West 
Africa, where displaced tourists travel back in 
time to fi nd their roots, young men risk their 
lives to escape into a different future, the women 
dance just like Tracey—the same twists, the 
same shakes—and the origins of a profound 
inequality are not a matter of distant history, but 
a present dance to the music of time.

Join this exciting community of readers! A list 
of the 2017 selections is available in the OSL 
Library.

OSL Library Online Catalog 
Anyone may access the OSL Library’s online 
catalog, OPAC, to search for items, see a car-
ousel of new books, read snapshots of featured 
books, access tutorials for using OPAC, view 
Library news and messages, and more. If you’ve 
provided your e-mail address, you may view 
your personal OPAC account to reserve and 
renew items, develop watch lists, and more. See 
Library staff for log-in details.

Visit OPAC by going to oslchurch.com/library 
and clicking the button, or scan the QR code 
below.

New Picture, Early Reader, 
and Chapter Books
The Wishing Stone: Dangerous Dinosaur 

by Lorana Hoopes. 
What if you could 
become a charac-
ter in your favorite 
stories? Spenser was 
just an ordinary boy 
who enjoyed video 
games more than 
reading until he was 
approached by a 
mysterious stranger 
who gave him a small 

white stone. 

Just touching the stone sent shivers up Spenser’s 
arm and suddenly he wanted to try it out. That 
evening when Spenser read his book and held 
the stone, he found himself transported into 
the village of Arco, a boy from long ago who 
was trying to save his people from a ferocious 
dinosaur. Spenser and Arco team up to discover 
a secret about the dinosaur. Will they succeed in 
their quest? How will Spenser get home?

Additional New Chapter Books
• The Critter Club: Liz Learns a Lesson 

by Callie Barkley
• Secret Agents Jack & Max Stalwart: The 

Adventures in the Amazon by Elizabeth 
Singer Hunt

New Early Readers
• We Are Growing by Laurie Keller
• I Am Not Going to Get up Today! by 

Dr. Seuss

New Picture Books
• Bird, Balloon, Bear by Il Sung Na
• Dream Big by Kat Kronenberg



Worship Services
 Saturday Evening
  Festive Worship – 5:00 P.M., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Festive Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Sanctuary
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 A.M., Celebrate Center

Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 A.M., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1
 Festive: 1:00 P.M., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53)
 Website: oslchurch.com
 Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf ·  
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf

Ministry Support 
through September 30

 Annual Giving
Pledged $2,008,616
Received YTD $1,300,613
Remaining $708,003
Projected YTD $1,441,264
Ahead/(Behind) ($52,051)
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November 2017November 2

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
 Wednesday, November 22 – 6:30 P.M., Sanctuary


