
 

 

LifeGroups Study Guide 
Week #3, February 4, 2018: “Living a Gospel-shaped Life” 

1. Connect 
Spend time checking-in with each other, sharing your highs and lows, joys and concerns, etc.   

2. Pray 
Pray with and for each other, remembering to lift up the highs and lows that were shared. 

3. Engage the Theme: Living a Gospel-shaped Life 
(Copies of the sermon are available at the Information Center and at www.oslchurch.com.) 
Share with each other what you heard in the sermon for the week.  Did anything in particular 
grab your attention?  Did anything surprise you?  If you could ask the preacher anything about 
the sermon, what would it be? 

4. Discuss 

 Share with each other your reflections on the five articles you read for this session. What 
insights did you gain? What questions came to mind? Did you have any “A-ha” moments? 

 Have you ever had to move to a brand-new environment – a new city, a new state, a new 
country? What was that experience like? What was fun or exciting about the move? What 
was stressful or caused fear? How do you think your experience is the same or different than 
that of a refugee? 

 Have you ever had a meal in the home of someone from another country or culture? What 
habits or manners were different from what you were used to? What food(s) did you eat? 
How did the host practice hospitality? 

 The welfare office mistakes the Karen people for Korean and invites the wrong translator. 
The Karen people are refugees from Myanmar/Burma. Have you ever made an error 
regarding someone’s race or ethnicity? How did you handle the situation? What are ways to 
grow in our understanding of different cultures and races?  

 Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. What does it mean to you when Paul says that he became all 
things to all people for the sake of the gospel? As a follower of Jesus, how do you balance 
the call to share the Good News with the call to respect and love all people? How does the 
ELCA’s understanding of “accompaniment” (see article entitled “Culture”) help or hinder 
how you answer that question? 

 How is the church (as individual members; as a community of faith) called to respond to 
newcomers living among us? 

  



5. Take Action 

 Spend time individually in the next week reflecting on what it means to you to live a Gospel-
shaped life. Commit your reflections to prayer and ask God to guide you in discerning how 
you may become “all things to all people.” 

6. Planning for Next Week 

 Decide as a group when and where you will be meeting for your final time together as part 
of this series. 

7. Wrap-up 

 Pray as a group in a way that best fits the group’s personality and preferences. 

 Share a sign of peace with each other before you leave. 


