
week four  restore
safety net
b y  h a n n a h  g a r r i t y
i n s p i r e d  b y  j o h n  2 1 : 1 - 1 9  (Jesus appears to the disciples)
d i g i t a l  p a i n t i n g

How does this miracle text relate to our present fear? Right now, in 
the midst of COVID-19, people are dying, people are losing their 
livelihoods, people are isolated, people are going to run out of food, 
people are going to run out of money, people are going to lose their 
family members, people will lose their homes. This moment in 
our story delivers scarcity in ways that we have not seen in living 
memory. Our whole precious global society could unravel. 

Can we be the safety net?

Three weeks into stay-at-home orders, our local food banks are 
being tapped more heavily than normal. Economic stimulus checks are arriving in American bank 
accounts. Factories are retooling to build medical equipment. The public is following the stay-at-
home measures. Legislative consensus should ensure that unemployment will be enough for many to 
survive on. All of these miraculous actions are funded by each of us.

In the artwork, patterned fish represent the miracle that Jesus performed that morning so many years 
ago. This miracle convinced the disciples that they must tell the story of Jesus and act out the love 
Jesus modeled. This miracle continues to inspire us to contribute and act as God’s disciples in this 
critical time for humanity.

We are the safety net.

As I worked with this text, I contemplated that money has a lot to do with saving lives. Therefore, 
the background of this piece is woven with a guilloché pattern, reminiscent of currency. It portrays 
the flow of financial resources from government support, to charities, to crowdfunding, to church 
missions that are the fabric of the net that will catch us all. 

Jesus inspires us in this text—and in this moment—to weave God’s safety net.
— h a n n a h  g a r r i t y
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