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From the Senior Pastor

A Lesson Learned on the South Dakota Prairie
“…[W]e boast in our
sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces
endurance, and
endurance produces
character, and character
produces hope, and hope
does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has
been poured into our
hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given
to us.” Romans 5:3–5

Randy Gehring
Senior Pastor

Many of you know that I recently
participated with 13 others in a two-day bike
ride from Sioux Falls to the South Dakota
Synod Assembly in Watertown. Some of
us are bike enthusiasts while others are
recreational riders. Some of us are veterans of
the “synod assembly ride”—it’s been a thing
for several years—while others of us were
joining the fun for the first time. Some of us
used the opportunity to raise money for St.
Dysmas, the prison ministry of the South
Dakota Synod, while others rode for the
sheer joy of experiencing the open road while
pedaling across the South Dakota prairie. It
was a great experience, not only because it
was a personal challenge—could I actually
ride that far in two days?—but also because
of the friendships we developed as we made
our way toward our goal.
Even though I had been training for the
ride, I wasn’t prepared for the challenge
we encountered on Day 1. We gathered at
WestSide Lutheran Church at 7:00 a.m. and
enjoyed breakfast prepared for us by those
friendly WestSiders. We loaded up our gear
and gathered for a prayer and a blessing
offered by Pr. Bob Chell of St. Dysmas, and
then we headed out. Spirits were high, smiles
were wide, and it seemed like it was going to
be a great day.
It wasn’t long, though, before the South
Dakota wind, blowing WNW at 15 to 20
mph, became a factor. If we weren’t staying
low on our bikes trying to slice through the

stiff headwind, we were literally
leaning sideways on our bikes
trying to keep from being blown
off the road. By afternoon, the
wind had picked up and was
blowing steady at WNW, 20 to 25
mph. Each successive mile became
an exercise in mind over matter.
The 2.5-mile stretch of US 81 that
traverses a slough just south of
Arlington seemed like it lasted an
eternity, and that uphill climb to
US 14 was brutal! But we finally
arrived at our destination, tired,
wind-blown, and sore, but feeling
like we’d just scaled Mt. Everest.
It’s experiences like these that teach me the
truth contained in St. Paul’s words to the
Romans, “suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint
us.” Clearly there are times in our lives, some
of our own making and some that occur
as a result of forces completely beyond our
control, when the wind always seems to be in
our faces and the way forward is only uphill,
when the going gets really hard and we
question our ability to continue and maybe
even God’s grace, presence, and power.
But in the midst of that suffering, our faith
teaches us to persevere because, and only
because, God’s promises are certain, God’s
power shines through our weakness, and
God’s faithfulness is for all eternity. It’s not
that God takes away our suffering, but we can
count on God being present with us in the
midst of our suffering and believe without
a doubt that God will ultimately redeem all
suffering through the death and resurrection
of Jesus.
Starting on July 9 and 10, we’ll be taking a
look at the book of Job in worship. Job was
a man well-acquainted with suffering who
clung to his faith in a God who invites all
of us to live in the world God made in the
freedom God gives to all creatures, even
if that meant suffering would be a part of

his life. I invite you to join us for this fiveweek series and open yourself to the witness
of Job, listening for the Spirit’s voice of
encouragement for those times when life gets
tough. The blessing of encountering a God
whose power raises the dead to new life and
whose promised presence is certain will give
you a hope that will not disappoint you.
In Christ’s love,

Pr. Randy Gehring

Congregational Meeting and
Worship Schedule Change
The OSL Congregation Council has called a
congregational meeting to share an update on Our
Savior’s financial status to date, and to hear any
questions or comments members may have to
offer. The meeting will be held on July 24. To make
attendance as convenient as possible, the worship
schedule for July 24 will be revised somewhat:
8:45 – Celebrate Worship
9:50 – Congregational Meeting, in The Gathering Place
10:30 – Festive Worship
Recognizing that the OSL community adopted a deficit
budget in January, the council is intent on keeping
members informed about how the numbers are lining
up. Try to attend this important meeting!

Congregational Life
New to the OSL Community
Welcome these new members, who were received into the OSL church family in March.

Kate VanHeel

Deb Versteeg
and Belle

Jill Stinnett, Katie
and Keira

Chad and Tara
Stadem, Remi and
Crew

Explore Membership at OS
Interested in membership at OSL? New member orientation
is held periodically, usually on a Saturday morning, with
new members received at any worship service the following
weekend. The next orientation will be held in September, on
a date to be determined. Keep an eye on oslchurch.com for
details, or call the Church Office, 336-2942.

Stacey Rothenberger
(not pictured: Sheri
Rothenberger)

Jane and Gregg
Ode

OSL and Gloria Dei
Welcome Missionary

Cycling for St. Dysmas Update
Last month, Pr. Randy rode his bicycle
with 13 others to the South Dakota Synod
Assembly in Watertown as a fundraiser
for St. Dysmas, the prison ministry of
the ELCA at the South Dakota State
Penitentiary in Sioux Falls and at the
Mike Durfee State Prison in Springfield.
The ride covered nearly 125 miles over the
rolling plains of South Dakota.

Members and friends of Our Savior’s and
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church will welcome
Elisabeth Johnson, ELCA missionary to
Cameroon, at a social on Wednesday, July
27, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., in The Gathering
Place. Details of the evening are still coming
together, so watch for more information to
come.
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Thanks to the generosity of many, Pr.
Randy raised $2,843; the group raised nearly $10,000. Please continue to pray for Pr. Bob
Chell and Pr. Kwen Sanderson, who serve the men behind bars by faithfully proclaiming the
gospel of faith, hope, and love.

Congregational Life
A Note of Thanks

OSL Member Receives
Scholarship
Editor’s note: This comes from the ELCA Fund
for Leaders.
Dear Pr. Gehring:

Editor’s note: This comes from Lunch Is Served,
Inc. A team of OSL volunteers packed and
made donations for lunches for the community’s
working poor this spring. Another packing is
scheduled for August 10 at OSL; watch for
details!
Dear Our Savior’s Lutheran Church:
Thank you for volunteering to pack meals
with Lunch Is Served, Inc., on Monday,
May 9, 2016. Thank you also for the cash
donation from your group of $30 and in-kind
donations of granola bars, chips and fruit
cups. Because of you, 260 people were fed!
Most of the people we serve are working
temporary or part-time jobs and live dayto-day. We believe that our simple sack
lunches provide not only nourishment,
but are a tangible symbol of support and
encouragement.
In 2015, our volunteers made 27,466 meals
for the working poor in our community! Our
program continues to grow and is greatly
appreciated by the meal recipients.
Lunch Is Served, Inc., depends on the
kindness and giving of our community, and
we simply would not exist without you!
Together we make a difference…one day, one
meal at a time!
Your group photo will be posted on our
Facebook page. Please feel free to share the
post and tag yourself and your organization!
Together in Service,
Lynn Culey
Executive Director

On behalf of the scholarship selection
committee, it is my sincere pleasure to inform
you that Thomas Gehring, a candidate for
rostered leadership from your congregation,
choosing to study at Luther Seminary, has
been selected to receive an ELCA Fund
for Leaders churchwide scholarship. The
committee was delighted with the entire
field of candidates nominated by the eight
seminaries this year. It is a clear sign of
hope that the future generation of church
leaders includes such intelligent and gifted
individuals.
The ELCA Fund for Leaders strives to
continue to serve as the ongoing promise of
this church that those who are called to serve
our congregations have the opportunity to
pursue a path that leads to informed faith and
passionate discipleship. Thank you for your
partnership in lifting up students who are full
of tremendous promise. Working together, we
will eventually achieve our goal of financially
supporting every qualified candidate for
leadership in the ELCA.
Thomas has been chosen to receive a full
scholarship and will continue to receive
this scholarship each tuition-bearing year
during his course of study. I am sure that you
and your congregation are quite proud of
Thomas and will show him incredible support
throughout his time in seminary. We also
acknowledge that tuition is just one of the
many costs of seminary, and I encourage your
congregation’s financial support for Thomas,
as appropriate.

My Neighbor Is Muslim
A study of the Muslim faith, led by Pr. Randy
Gehring and seminary student Erin Kaiser,
continues on July 6 and 13, meeting on
Wednesdays from noon to 1:00 p.m. in the
Office Conference Room. Bring your lunch
(if you wish), a desire to learn more about
our Muslim neighbors, and an eagerness
for exploring how our faith connects with
everyday life.

Flowers
May 22, 2016
Flowers given in honor of what would have been
the 78th birthday of our mother, Marlys H. Melsted,
by Gretta, Dan, and Matthew Van Schepen and
Lisa, Nathan, Ahree, and Mia Melsted.
May 29, 2016
Flowers given by Dave and Donna Krueger in
celebration of Aaron and Laura Krueger’s fourth
wedding anniversary, on May 26, and Jessica and
Zach Rutten’s 11th wedding anniversary, on
May 27.
June 12, 2016
Flowers given in celebration of Phyllis and Harold
Krueger’s birthdays on June 14 and 15, by their
family.

Baptisms
May 15, 2016
Hendrix Deacon Doyle, the son of Derick Goettig and
Amanda Doyle.
May 21, 2016
Oliver David Peterson, the son of Justin and Jessica
Peterson.
Jeron Jay and Karsyn Jane Eleanor Rhodes, the
children of Jason and Katie Rhodes.

I invite you to explore a meaningful way to
recognize Thomas at an upcoming worship
service or congregational event. Thank you
for being a congregation that nurtures and
encourages future leaders for this church,
and thank you for your support of the ELCA
Fund for Leaders!
Sincerely,
Richard D. Duncan, MBA, CFRE
Director, Mission Funding
Congratulations to Tom Gehring, and blessings
to him in his studies!
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ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving: A Follow-Up
Our Savior’s Lenten and Easter offerings were designated to the work of ELCA World Hunger and its 40 Days of Giving initiative. Recently,
OSL received a report from ELCA World Hunger that indicates a total of $3,125,154 was raised during Lent for projects supported by ELCA
World Hunger around the world. Here is some information about the initiative:
449 congregations registered for the initiative
• 1 congregation committed to raising $15,000
• 8 congregations committed to raising $10,000
• 47 congregations committed to $2,000 to $5,000
• 63 congregations committed to goals under $2,000
• 2 congregations committed to other goals, such as “15 longdrop latrines”
• 328 congregations committed to the Challenge but did not specify a goal
As one of ELCA World Hunger’s top supporters, Our Savior’s accepted the challenge to be a lead congregation, raising at least $10,000 toward
the ELCA’s goal of $2 million. In the end, OSL members donated approximately $25,000 in the fight against hunger locally and around the
world.
Thank you for your generous support in the fight against hunger!

OSL Women of the ELCA
The Heart of the Matter
“When you search for me, you will find me;
if you seek me with all your heart.” Jeremiah
29:13
OSL’s Women of the ELCA:
• Participate in Bible Studies—12 Circles
meet from September through June
• Support charitable organizations each
year
• Provide the opportunity for community
building and fellowship.
Bible Study. The theme for July is “The
Heart of the Matter: Seeking God.” Angela
Shannon’s article in Gather magazine
(gathermagazine.org) states that when we feel
that God is distant, God is most present.
Benevolences
• Union Gospel Mission (http://www.
ugmsf.org). Your support of the Union
Gospel Mission allows us to partner
together and provide nutritious meals,
safe shelter from the elements, and
numerous other services as we care for
the hungry and homeless.
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by Tami Skorczewski

• University Lutheran Center (http://
www.sdsulutheran.com), located on
the campus of South Dakota State
University, is a place of grace and
hospitality, welcoming the entire
SDSU community to experience God’s
boundless love for all people in Christian
community.
• WestSide Lutheran Church (http://
www.westsidelutheran.com/). The
Mission of WestSide Lutheran is to
gather as a community of God, to grow
in faith, and to go out to love and serve.
WestSide is a church passionate about
being in the northwest part of Sioux
Falls where there is a diversity of housing
and, therefore, people. In the middle of a
growing neighborhood, God is gathering
people into church, where doors are
being opened and lives are changing
through hearing the Good News of Jesus
Christ.
Community Building and Fellowship.
WELCA’s Second Annual Service Project,
making hygiene kits for the Food to You

Mobile Food Pantry, will be held on
Wednesday, July 20, at 5:30 p.m. in The
Gathering Place. We will be assembling one
large roll of toilet tissue, one bar of soap, and
either one large tube of toothpaste or one
bottle of shampoo per kit. Donations of items
and/or monetary support will be accepted
and greatly appreciated. Afterward, all are
welcome to stay and participate in the meal
and worship service at OSL’s July Summer
Blast.
“But deep this truth impress’d my mind:
Thro’ all His works abroad,
The heart benevolent and kind
The most resembles God.”
-Robert Burns,
Collected Poems of Robert Burns
Blessings,
Tami Skorczewski
OSL WELCA President

OSL Youth and Family

Education

MSYG

Duluth Mission Trip

Time for Day Camp!

Current and upcoming middle-school students
are invited to a movie night on Wednesday, July
6, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the Youth Room.
Come for pizza and popcorn and a viewing of
a movie to be determined. Friends are welcome!

On June 19, 19 middle-school students and
five adults were blessed at the beginning of
the 8:45 a.m. Celebrate worship service, then
hopped into four vehicles and headed north to
Duluth to serve that community for the week.
Here are a few pictures of their time serving
there. Participants included Abby Allen, Emma
Boyens, Ethan Boyens, Adam Boyens, Zac
Carlson, Caden Clavel, Sarah Dunn, Jaxon
Eichacker, Chantalle Glabavy, Karli Haack,
Dylan Hanson, Ben Horsted, Riane Menke,
Levi Mickelson, Sadie Mickelson, Avery
Nelson, Eli Olson, and Chloe Robinson. Adult
leaders were Beth Boyens, Elise Chesley, Pr.
Sami Johnson, Chad Olson, and Troy Robison.

OSL Day Camp will be kicking off on July 24
with a pizza party from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., then
meeting from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on July 25
through 28. The days will be filled with games,
songs, friends, and Bible study, led by NeSoDak
staff and based on the theme “In It, Not of It”
from Romans 12:2. A Thursday night program
will be presented for family and guests.

June Summer Blast and
Youth Group Fire
Come eat, play games, and worship at the July
Summer Blast on Wednesday, July 20, from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. After worship, high-school
students (including students who will enter
ninth grade in the fall) are invited to the “grassy
knoll” behind the fence on the west side of the
south parking lot for a fire and s’mores and
maybe a few extra treats! Bring a chair to sit on
if you don’t want to sit on the ground! The group
will hang out till the bugs get too annoying or
the firewood runs out (usually around 9:00 or
9:30 p.m.).

Day Camp is for kids who have finished
kindergarten through those who have
completed fifth grade. Register now! Forms
and more information can be found at the
Information Center or at oslchurch.com/
children.

Youth Calendar - July
6 – MSYG (Middle School Youth Group),
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
8-16 – High school mission trip to
Hammont, Indiana
20 – July Summer Blast, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.;
Emerge Youth Group fire, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Worship and Arts
OSL’s Summer Noontime Organ Recital
Series will begin on August 3 and continue on
the following four Wednesdays, from 12:15 to
12:45 p.m., in the Sanctuary. A freewill offering
will be received to help cover expenses. Stay
for lunch ($7) following the recital and visit
with that week’s guest recitalist.
August 3 – Jon Mattheis, Spirit of Joy
Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls
August 10 – Dave Knips, St. Adrian
Catholic Church, Adrian, Minnesota
August 17 – Zachary Rygiel, First Lutheran
Church, Sioux Falls
August 24 – Marilyn Schempp, Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls
August 31 – Chad Winterfeldt, cantor
at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter,
Minnesota
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New to the OSL Staff
Several new people are coming on board at
Our Savior’s to fill positions that are or soon
will be vacant because of recent retirements—
Michelle Anderson, Faith Community Nurse
(formerly Parish Nurse); Aaron Buchholz,
Facility Manager; and Melissa Nesdahl,
Director of Faith Formation (formerly
Director of Education). More information
about these folks will be coming up the next
Intercom; for now, please welcome them to the
OSL staff !

Michelle Anderson

Melissa Nesdahl

Aaron Buchholz

Vacation Bible School at OSL, June 13 through 16, was fun, exciting, and educational for all! “Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace” brought the biblical story to life, and kids learned a lot about the time in which Joseph
lived and about God’s might and love.
A group of OSL middle school kids started their summer vacation with a mission trip to Duluth, Minnesota, spending a week serving the community and enjoying Lake Superior.
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Caring Ministries

HEALTH MINISTRIES

Multiplying Blessings

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way
you will fulfill the law of Christ” Galatians 6:2
Our Savior’s is one of 112,000 congregations
in the U.S. with a thriving Stephen Ministry
program. In fact, OSL has had Stephen
Ministry for nearly 30 years, making it one
of the longest-running programs in the
country. Across the United States and Canada,
and around the world, more than 600,000
laypeople have received Stephen Minister
training. More than 1.5 million people have
had a Stephen Minister walk with them,
providing one-to-one Christian care during
tough times.
Stephen Ministers are congregation members
trained by Stephen Leaders to offer highquality Christian care to people going through
tough times. A Stephen Minister usually
provides care to one person at a time, meeting
with that person once a week for about an
hour. Twice a month, Stephen Ministers
gather with their Stephen Leaders for
supervision and continuing education.
Care-receivers may be congregation members
or others in the community who are struggling
through a difficult time in life—experiencing
grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal
illness, or some other life crisis. Probably
almost everyone could benefit from a Stephen
Minister at some point in their lives.
In addition to helping care-receivers, Stephen

Ministry multiplies blessings throughout the
church and community.
• Congregations receive a practical and
powerful way to respond to Christ’s
commandment: “Love one another as I
have loved you” ( John 15:12).
• Pastors have a team of gifted, trained, and
committed lay caregivers ready to minister
to hurting people.
• Laypeople nurture and use their gifts in
meaningful ministry, growing spiritually as
they serve others.
• People who are hurting have a
compassionate companion—a caring
Christian friend who provides emotional
and spiritual support.
OSL members who are already Stephen
Ministers hope that you will take advantage of
the opportunities related to having a thriving
Stephen Ministry program.
• Request a Stephen Minister when your
life becomes difficult and/or
• Become a Stephen Minister.
Planning is underway for a new training
series to begin in January—plenty of time to
consider whether this is a fitting way for you
to use your gifts. Current Stephen Ministers
invite a conversation with you anytime. Here
are the OSL’s Stephen Leaders:
Deb Harlan, Coordinator,
dharlan@oslchurch.com
Pr. Tim Lemme, tlemme@oslchurch.com
Joan Bacon, joan.k.bacon@gmail.com
Lori Gooch, goski@midco.net
Margot Nelson, mlnel6712@gmail.com
Curt Olson, cjolson@gmail.com
Arlette Villaume, arlettepv@gmail.com
Arlen Viste, arlen.viste@augie.edu

Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing health
ministries that meet on a weekly or monthly
basis. Please feel free to join any of the following
sessions. For more information, call Deb Harlan,
336-2942, ext. 48.

Footcare Clinic

Cost is $25 per person. Wednesdays,
July 6 and 13, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Call the Church
Office, 336-2942, to schedule your appointment.

Living with Chronic Illness

Every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. in the Friendship
Room. People and their families who have or
are experiencing the challenge of cancer are
welcome. If you cannot attend, but would like to
be on our prayer and devotional mailing list, call
336-2942, ext. 48.

Knitting/Crocheting Ministry

Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls (to
be given to people to remind them of God’s
presence and love in their lives) and mittens and
scarves (for missions).
Wednesday, July 14 and 27, 9:30 a.m.,
Sonshine Rm.
2nd Saturday Knitters, July 9, 9:30 a.m., Sonshine
Rm.

Good Grief

Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 103. Offers
support to anyone dealing with loss and crisis in
their lives.

Pickleball

OSL-sponsored Pickleball: Mondays, 8:00 a.m. to
noon and 5:00 to 9:00 p.m., Gym
Tuesdays, 8:00 a.m. to noon, Gym
Wednesdays and Fridays, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Thursdays, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Memory Care Support Group

Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., Room 103.
For caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s and
dementia, the group is a place for caregivers
to share and to receive understanding and
empathy. Contact Caring Ministries, 336-2942,
for information.

Lets get Cooking!
Dinner to Your Door is an OSL program that
gathers cooks to prepare meals that are then
frozen and ultimately brought to members and
friends who are in need of a prepared meal. The
next Dinner to Your Door cooking day will
be on Thursday, August 4 at 1:00 p.m., in The
Gathering Place kitchen. If you wish to help
out, let Deb Harlan know: dharlan@oslchurch.
com or 336-2942, ext. 48.
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LET’S COMMUNICATE! OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF DIRECTORY
www.OSLCHURCH.com

Church Office:
(605) 336-2942
MARIBETH ANDERSON
PT Visitation Minister
336-2942 (Church Office)
MICHELLE ANDERSON:
Ext. 28
Faith Community Nurse
manderson@oslchurch.com
AMANDA BORK: Ext. 42
Nursery Director
abork@oslchurch.com
AARON BUCHHOLZ: Ext. 38
Facility Manager
abuchholz@oslchurch.com
ELISE CHESLEY: Ext. 35
Director of Youth and Family
echesley@oslchurch.com
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STELLA CURRY: Ext. 10
Office Manager
scurry@oslchurch.com

TIM LEMME: Ext. 19
Pastor of Caring Ministries
tlemme@oslchurch.com

MELISSA NESDAHL: Ext. 17
Director of Faith Formation
mnesdahl@oslchurch.com

NORRIS EINERTSON
PT Pastor of Visitation
336-2942 (Church Office)

GENE LEVASSEUR: Ext. 40
Director of Worship
glevasseur@oslchurch.com

RANDY GEHRING: Ext. 11
Senior Pastor
rgehring@oslchurch.com

DEB MERXBAUER: Ext. 25
Library Coordinator
dmerxbauer@oslchurch.com

JARED RAKNESS: Ext. 44
Pastor of Outreach and
Communication
jrakness@oslchurch.com

DEB HARLAN: Ext. 48
Caring Ministries
Coordinator
dharlan@oslchurch.com

NICOLE MINDT: Ext. 33
Youth Coordinator
nmindt@oslchurch.com

BARB HAUGAN: Ext. 23
Business Administrator
bhaugan@oslchurch.com
SAMI JOHNSON: Ext. 12
Pastor of Youth and Family
sjohnson@oslchurch.com

KATHY NELSON: Ext. 21
Outreach and
Communications
Coordinator
knelson@oslchurch.com
LORETTA NELSON: Ext. 14
Congregational Life
Coordinator
lnelson@oslchurch.com

BILL REYNOLDS: Ext. 15
Director of Communications
breynolds@oslchurch.com
MARILYN SCHEMPP:
Ext. 31
Organist and Associate
Director of Music
and Fine Arts
mschempp@oslchurch.com
DEBBIE THEIS: Ext. 43
Food Coordinator
deekhoff@oslchurch.com

DEANNA WEHRSPANN:
Ext. 37
Music and Worship
Professional
dwehrspann@oslchurch.com
LAVADA WOODS: Ext. 49
Financial Assistant
lwoods@oslchurch.com

OSL Library
One Church One Read
Summer Title Available
Stop in the Library,
check out a copy of
God’s Not Dead 2 by
Travis Thrasher, and
join the discussion
this fall. In God’s Not
Dead 2, high-school
student Brooke
Thawley asks her
history teacher,
Grace Wesley,
whether similarities
exist between the teachings of Gandhi and
Martin Luther King, Jr., and those of Jesus.
Because Grace answers Brooke’s question by
reciting some of Jesus’ words from the Bible,
the school district suspends her. The book
explores what genuine faith really means as
Grace, her attorney, and others fight to save
Grace’s job and avoid a court decision that
could cripple the free-speech rights of all
Christians.

“Get in the Game—Read”
Reading Program

for children will be to B & G MilkyWay,
CherryBerry, Dairy Queen, Juice Stop, Last
Stop CD Shop, Rainbow Comics, Cards and
Collectibles, Thunder Road, or West Mall 7
Theatres. The gift cards for adults will be to
B & G MilkyWay, Bagel Boy, CherryBerry,
Coffea, Cold Stone Creamery, Josiah’s,
Scooters, Queen City Bakery, or West Mall 7
Theatres.

New Fiction for Adults

Everyone Brave Is Forgiven by Chris Cleave,
The day war is declared in 1939, Mary North
leaves finishing school unfinished, goes
straight to the War Office, and signs up.
Tom Shaw decides to ignore the war—until
he learns his roommate Alistair Heath has
unexpectedly enlisted. Then the conflict can
no longer be avoided.

To encourage the OSL community to “get
in the game” of reading, the OSL Library is
sponsoring a summer reading program for
children and adults. Each time you check
out items, you will receive a treat and earn
a stamp. In addition, children will receive a
prize each week they check out items.
The first time you check out an item, you
will receive a Summer Reading Card. The
Library will keep the cards and each week
that you check out items, Library workers
will stamp the card. Each week, Library staff
will automatically enter the cards of patrons
who have checked out items that week into
a drawing for a gift card. One adult and one
child or youth will win a $5 gift card each of
the ten weeks ( June 5 through August 14).
The one child, one youth, and one adult who
check out books the greatest number of days
over the ten weeks will receive a $15 gift card
to Barnes and Noble. The weekly gift cards

of world events, it is the intimate losses, the
small battles, the daily human triumphs that
change us most.

Young, bright, and brave, Mary is certain
she’d be a marvelous spy. When she is—
bewilderingly—made a teacher, she finds
herself defying prejudice to protect the
children her country would rather forget.

Bathsheba: Reluctant Beauty by Angela
Hunt. After sending his army to besiege
another king’s capital, King David forces
himself on Bathsheba, a loyal soldier’s wife.
When her resulting pregnancy forces the
king to murder her husband and add her to
his harem, Bathsheba struggles to protect
her son while dealing with the effects of a
dark prophecy and deadly curse on the king’s
household.
Combining historical facts with detailed
fiction, Angela Hunt paints a realistic portrait
of the beautiful woman who struggled to
survive the dire results of divine judgment on
a king with a divided heart

New Nonfiction for Adults

Tom, meanwhile, finds that he will do
anything for Mary. When Mary and Alistair
meet, it is love, as well as war, that will test
them in ways they could not have imagined,
entangling three lives in violence and passion,
friendship and deception, inexorably shaping
their hopes and dreams.
Set in London during the years of 1939 to
1942, when citizens had slim hope of survival,
much less victory; and on the strategic
island of Malta, which was daily devastated
by the Axis barrage, Everyone Brave Is
Forgiven features little-known history and
a perfect wartime love story inspired by the
real-life love letters between Chris Cleave’s
grandparents. This dazzling novel dares us
to understand that, against the great theater

Twelve Ordinary Men by John McArthur.
Contrary to popular belief, we do not have to
be perfect to do God’s work. Look no further
than the 12 disciples, whose many weaknesses
are forever preserved throughout the pages of
the New Testament.
Jesus chose ordinary men—fisherman, tax
collectors, political zealots—and turned their
weakness into strength, producing greatness
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OSL Library
Twelve Ordinary Men Cont.
from utter uselessness. MacArthur draws
principles from Christ’s careful, hands-on
training of the original 12 disciples for today’s
modern disciple—you.

Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters
in the End by Atul Gawande. Medicine has
triumphed in modern times, transforming
birth, injury, and infectious disease from
harrowing to manageable. In the inevitable
condition of aging and death, the goals of
medicine seem too frequently to run counter
to the interest of the human spirit. Nursing
homes, preoccupied with safety, pin patients
into railed beds and wheelchairs. Hospitals
isolate the dying, checking for vital signs
long after the goals of cure have become
moot. Doctors, committed to extending life,
continue to carry out devastating procedures
that in the end extend suffering.
Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his
profession’s ultimate limitation, arguing that
quality of life is the desired goal for patients
and families. Gawande offers examples of
freer, more socially fulfilling models for
assisting the infirm and dependent elderly,
and he explores the varieties of hospice care
to demonstrate that a person’s last weeks or
months may be rich and dignified.
Full of eye-opening research and riveting
storytelling, Being Mortal asserts that
medicine can comfort and enhance our
experience even to the end, providing not
only a good life but also a good end.

New for Middle- and HighSchool Youth

be more than just a middle-school misfit.
Maybe he can even get off the bench and into
the starting lineup of his own football team.
With the help of his friends Jackson and
Izzy, Ryan takes advantage of his newfound
stardom. He convinces his coach to use a
tricky passing offense that plays to Ryan’s
strengths.

The Chase: Trusting God with Your Happily
Ever After by Kyle and Kelsey Kupecky.
Kyle and Kelsey Kupecky couldn’t have
dreamed a better love story for themselves
had it been scripted by a bestselling novelist
like Kelsey’s mom, Karen Kingsbury. In fact,
if you asked them, Kyle and Kelsey would
name God as the author of their story, and
they’re glad they trusted him to write it for
them.
Unfortunately, too many girls hoping for
their own happily-ever-after have taken
matters into their own hands, chasing after
boys when they should be chasing after God.
And that inevitably leads to heartache, low
self-esteem, and poor choices as girls give in
to pressure from media and peers to look and
act a certain way to attract guys.
Kyle and Kelsey want girls to know that it’s
never too late to trust God with their love
lives, that wherever they are, there’s always
hope for the future. Through their own story
and the stories of others who long for love,
they show girls how to put God first, how
to value and protect their purity, how to deal
with loneliness and bullying, and how to see
themselves as God does—a one-in-a-million
girl who deserves no less than God’s best.

Just when things are looking up, Ryan’s nasty
stepmother makes a legal play to make her
own son the Cowboys’ kid owner. With
drama heating up both on and off the field,
Ryan quickly realizes he may lose much more
than just the Dallas Cowboys.

New Chapter Books and
Early Readers

My Baseball Book by Gail Gibbons.
Baseball is fun—let’s play! Find all the
basics in this lively guide: the markings on
a baseball diamond, what baseball players
wear, the positions from catcher to left fielder,
the excitement of the pitch, and the thrill of
hitting a home run. All these elements and
more are included with a useful glossary at
the end.

Library Hours
Sunday		
8:15 a.m.–noon
Monday		
9:00 a.m.–noon
Tuesday
9:00 a.m.–noon
Wednesday
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Thursday
9:00 a.m.–noon
Friday		
Closed
2nd Saturday of the month 10:00 a.m. - noon
and 4:30–6:30 p.m.
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Kid Owner by Tim Green. When Ryan’s
estranged father unexpectedly dies, Ryan
learns that he has inherited the Dallas
Cowboys. With his new role as owner of this
NFL team, Ryan has high hopes that he can

What is the World Series? by Gail Herman.
“Strike—you’re out!” “He’s safe!” “Home
run!” Every October, millions of baseball
fans around the country anxiously wait to
see which team will win baseball’s biggest
championship. But today’s baseball hardly
looks like the original games of the 1900s.
Take a look back over 100 years and discover

OSL Library
Monthly Book Club for Adults
the history of baseball’s greatest series. With
triumphs, heartbreak, and superstitious curses,
this action-packed book brings America’s
Pastime to life.

New Preschool Picture Books

The Book Club for Adults meets at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday
of each month in the OSL Library to discuss that month’s novel. The
July 28 selection will be The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey. Alaska, 1920:
a brutal place to homestead, and especially tough for recent arrivals
Jack and Mabel. Childless, they are drifting apart—he breaking under
the weight of the work of the farm; she crumbling from loneliness and
despair. In a moment of levity during the season’s first snowfall, they
build a child out of snow. The next morning the snow child is gone,
but they glimpse a young, blonde-haired girl running through the
trees.
This little girl, who calls herself Faina, seems to be a child of the
woods. She hunts with a red fox at her side, skims lightly across the snow, and somehow
survives alone in the Alaskan wilderness. As Jack and Mabel struggle to understand this
child who could have stepped from the pages of a fairy tale, they come to love her as their
own daughter. In this beautiful, violent place, things are rarely as they appear and what they
eventually learn about Faina will transform all of them.

Let’s Play by Hervé Tullet. It’s only a yellow
dot...but what a dot it is! Readers won’t be
able to resist this jaunty, adventurous dot, nor
its invitation to play along. It’s a spectacular
ride of color, motion, shape, and imagination,
filled with the artistry and delight that we
know and love so well from Press Here and
Mix It Up! On this journey, prepare to leap
headlong into a completely new dimension:
emotion.
Connecting not only to the mind but also to
the heart, this dot expresses an extraordinary
sense of humor, fear, joy, and more as it
pushes, lurches, wiggles, and slides its way
through—and even off—the pages of this
glorious companion to Press Here and Mix It
Up.

Join this exciting community of readers! A list of the 2016 selections is available in the Library.

“Get in the Game—Read”
Displays

Summer Blast is July 20!

To help you “Get in the Game” of reading,
sports and game items are on display in
the Library, along with new books in these
categories: fiction, nonfiction, youth, junior,
chapter, early reader, and picture books.

Movies Will Be Back This Fall
The OSL Library’s Second Saturday movies
will take a break for the summer but resume
beginning on Sept. 10.

OSL Is Streaming Live
After several
weeks of
testing,
debugging,
rebooting,
retesting,
Surf ’s Up by Kwame Alexander. Bro and
and
Dude have very different ideas about how
tweaking,
to spend the day at the beach. As Bro
OSL is
continues to gasp and cheer as he reads his
now live streaming Festive and Celebrate
book (Moby-Dick), Dude can’t help but get
worship services on YouTube: youtube.com/
curious. Before you can shout “surf ’s up,” both oslchurchsf. There you may experience OSL’s
frogs are sharing the same adventure, that is, worship services as they happen (Celebrate at
until they get to the beach. Newbery Medal
8:45 a.m.; Festive at 11:00), and catch up on
winner Kwame Alexander has joined forces
them again at your convenience. Other videos
with illustrator Daniel Miyares to give little
will be appearing on OSL’s YouTube channel
listeners a wild ride.
as they are produced. Thank you for your
support of this important outreach ministry!

The next OSL Summer Blast is
coming right up—July 20, to be
exact! Expect another evening
of food, outdoor games,
fellowship, and worship. It all
begins at 5:00 with food in The
Gathering Place and wraps up
with worship in the Celebrate
Center at 6:30. Invite a friend or
two to come with you!

11

909 West 33rd St.,
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

PA

Phone: (605) 336-2942
www.oslchurch.com

PA

PA
M

July 2016

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday Evening
Festive Worship – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning
Celebrate Worship – 8:45 a.m.
Festive Worship – 10:00 a.m.
Celebrate Worship – 10:30 a.m.
TELEVISION & INTERNET:
Celebrate: 9:30 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1)
Website: www.oslchurch.com
Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf · youtube.com/oslchurchsf

Your Offering Makes a Difference

Your generosity is making a real difference in people’s lives through the
mission and ministry of OSL. The pages of this newsletter tell that story in
more depth. Thank you for your faithfulness in giving and your passionate
commitment to God’s work through this congregation. Your continued
generosity helps us reach our congregational goal of fully funding our
ministry of connecting faith to everyday life.

Ministry Support
through May 31
Pledged

$1,768,616

Received YTD

$815,002

Projected YTD

$822,533

Remaining

Ahead/(Behind)

$953,614
$(7,531)

