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In Church and Community
From the Senior Pastor

Why We Write Letters to Congress!
This past January I
traveled to Washington,
D.C., as one of two representatives of the South
Dakota Synod (ELCA) to
attend the ELCA World
Hunger Leadership
Gathering. While there,
I learned about the
realities of hunger in the United States as well
as how to be an advocate for those living with
food insecurity in this country of abundance and
wealth. I came away from the experience with a
renewed passion for living a faith that is mindful
of and responsive to the plight of my brothers
and sisters who live in poverty.
One particular story shared at the three-day
event spoke volumes to the choices that some
of our neighbors are facing. A hunger advocate,
when researching what it’s like to live on the
benefits provided through the federally-funded
SNAP program (formerly called Food Stamps),
discovered an unexpected correlation between
those benefits and the truancy rates among teenage girls in school districts where poverty has
a stronghold. The advocate found that teenage
girls living in households that receive SNAP benefits had much better school attendance records
than did teenage girls living in households with
similar income restrictions but without the
federal assistance. On average, girls from the
non-SNAP households were absent from school
at least three to five days per month.
Upon further investigation, it turns out that
those households that receive SNAP benefits
have greater capacity to purchase basic supplies

like feminine hygiene products than do those
without the benefits. As a result, teenage girls
throughout the country are missing nearly a
week of school each month to avoid the embarrassment and stress related to not being able
to care properly for a natural function of their
bodies. It is not overstating it at all to say that
these girls are at a marked disadvantage relative
to the rest of their age demographic and without
intervention, may struggle mightily for the rest
of their lives to become contributing members
of society.

Each year, Our Savior’s sponsors an Offering of
Letters event in which each of us is challenged
and encouraged to write letters and/or emails
to our leaders in Congress on matters related to
hunger and poverty. We do this as people of faith
as a way of claiming and lifting up our commitment to the common good. When we advocate
for investments in programs that move people
out of hunger and poverty, like
• domestic safety-net programs such as WIC,
SNAP, free and reduced-price school meals,
continued on page 2

and tax credits for low-income workers, and
• international programs like the global food
security initiative, Feed the Future, and the
McGovern-Dole school feeding program,
we communicate our biblical values and bedrock beliefs to our elected leaders and become
part of the process by which the welfare of our
neighbors living in poverty and food insecurity
is improved and our communities become more
stable.
The theme of this year’s Offering of Letters is
“For Such a Time as This.” It references the
story of Queen Esther (Esther 4), in which she
risks her own position of privilege to save her
people from destruction by choosing to speak
up on their behalf rather than remaining silent.
May 6 is our time to speak out on behalf of
our neighbors who do not have enough to
eat. Join me in writing our senators and our
representative to encourage them not to slash
vital domestic and international anti-hunger and
anti-poverty programs designed and proven to
not only keep hunger at bay for millions of people but also provide the tools and incentives they
need to move themselves out of poverty. Our
letters, when joined with the tens of thousands
of other letters that will be written as part of this
year’s offering of letters, will undoubtedly, as has
been the case in the past, convince our elected
officials to continue to serve their constituencies
with an eye toward the welfare of those who live
on the fringes of society.
We know how to end hunger. Let’s stand together as people of faith to get it done.
In Christ’s love,

BREAD FOR THE WORLD’S 2018

FACTS ON HUNGER AND
POVERTY IN THE UNITED STATES

OFFERING OF LETTERS:

FOR SUCH A
TIME AS THIS

In 2016, U.S. poverty and food insecurity rates continued to decline, while both median household income and health
insurance coverage increased. However, far too many of our neighbors continue to struggle to buy nutritious food and
secure steady jobs with livable wages.
• More than 41 million Americans, including 13
million children, lived in households that struggled
to put food on the table in 2016.1 African Americans,
Latinos, and Native Americans were approximately
twice as likely as the overall population to live at risk
of hunger.2
• More than 40 million Americans lived below the
poverty line in 2016; 1 in 3 were children.3
• U.S. poverty rates fell or remained unchanged
for every demographic group. However,
African-American and Latino communities still have
disproportionately higher rates of poverty than the
general population.4
• For African-Americans, the poverty rate fell to 22
percent in 2016 from 24.1 percent in 2015, and for
Latinos, the poverty rate fell to 19.4 percent in 2016
from 21.4 percent in 2015. The poverty rate among
female-headed households fell from to 26.6 percent
in 2016 from 28.2 percent in 2015.5
• 12.3 percent of U.S. households were food insecure
in 2016, declining further from a peak of 14.9
percent in 2011.6

Endnotes
Household Food Security in the United States in 2016. https://www.ers.usda.gov/
webdocs/publications/84973/err-237.pdf
Ibid, page 12.
3 Income and Poverty in the United State: 2016, U.S. Census Bureau.
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/P60-259.pdf
4 Ibid, page 12.
5 Ibid, page 16.
6 Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. http://www.cbpp.org/research/
policy-basicsintroduction-to-the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
7 The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2016. https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/
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• SNAP moved an estimated 3.6 million people out of
poverty in 2016.7
• About two-thirds of SNAP recipients are children,
elderly, or disabled.8
• In 2016, more than 7.6 million low-income women
and young children retrieved nutritious food and
nutrition education through the WIC program.9
• The earned income tax credit and the refundable
portion of the child tax credit moved 8.2 million
people out of poverty in 2016, including 4.8 million
children.10
• The percentage of U.S. residents with health
insurance rose to 91.2 percent in 2016. However, the
uninsured rate for the most poorest Americans is
still 13.7 percent.11
• In 2016, states that expanded Medicaid had an
average uninsured rate of 6.5 percent, while states
that did not expand Medicaid faired much worse
with an average uninsured rate of 11.7 percent.12

library/publications/2017/demo/p60-261.pdf
USDA, Women, Infant, and Children Program Participation and Costs.
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/pd/wisummary.pdf
9 The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2016. https://www.census.gov/content/dam/
Census/library/publications/2017/demo/p60-261.pdf
10 Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance in the United States in 2016.
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/p60-260.pdf
11 Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance in the United States in 2016.
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2017/demo/p60-260.pdf
12 Ibid.
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To access the full toolkit, visit bread.org/ol
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1200, Washington, DC 20024 • 1-800-822-7323

Pr. Randy Gehring

A Note of Thanks

Editor’s note: The Blood Mobile was at OSL last month, and will return this fall.
On behalf of Community Blood Bank’s board of directors and the patients we serve in 34 local
hospitals, we would like to thank you and all of the volunteer blood donors at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Your commitment to help the lives of patients in our community through hosting blood
drives and encouraging people to donate ensures a secure blood supply for the treatment of those
involved in traumas, surgeries, cancer treatment and burns.

Theology Tapped

Looking for engaging conversation on matters
of faith and life in a fun, informal setting? Join
Pr. Randy for Theology Tapped on Thursday,
May 24, from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m., at Monk’s House
of Ale Repute, 420 E. 8th St.

What you do matters to the community and all of us at Community Blood Bank. The success of
the community’s blood supply is solely generated from community leadership provided from
organizations like yours. In fact, 80% of the blood supply is provided by people donating at blood
drives within the community. The difference in a community is made by those that come forward
to secure the future. You have made the difference!
Rita Nelson, Donor Consultant
Community Blood Bank

Memorials and Honoraria
March 2018
In Memory of Loren Amundson
Alyce Dummermuth
Wayne and Norma Steinocker
In Memory of Clarice Eitrheim
Jim and Leann Kvernes
Gary and Darlene Murra
In Memory of Margaret Franken
Co-workers of Stephanie Kraynick (Margaret’s
granddaughter)
Margarent Parks
Floyd and Carol Prouty
Keith Schaefbauer
Charles and Melanie Trites
Arlen Viste
Woltman Group, PC
In Memory of Roger Peterson
Marsha Millage
In Memory of Charlotte Vandewaa
Karen Kratochvil

Baptisms
March 14, 2018
Benjamin Thomas Kastens, the son of Lonnie and
Carmen Kastens.
April 22, 2018
Weston George Knips, the son of Kyle and Kim Knips.
April 31, 2018
Jordan and Leland Heller, the children of Jami Heller.

OSL Youth and Family
Faith Formation Notes

OSL third-graders will celebrate
their third-grade milestone on
May 6! Bibles will be presented at
the 8:45 a.m. Celebrate worship service, followed by Family Time with
Pr. Sami at 10:00 (in lieu of Sunday
School), in the Friendship Room.
Rotation students and Sunday
fourth-graders will sing during that worship service as well.
The final day of Wednesday School will be May 9; the final Sunday School day will be May 13. All
parents with children from birth through fifth grade are invited to the year-end party, Muffins with
Mom & Dad, on May 13, from 10:00 to 10:50 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. This shared time will include
games, a photo booth, and laughing through activities over scrumptious muffins. This will be in
lieu of the children attending Sunday School alone. Grandparents are welcome to join in! Please
RSVP at bit.ly/2H8Vdqu or by contacting Melissa Nesdahl, Director of Faith Formation, mnesdahl@
oslchurch.com, so we can order enough muffins!
Sign up for Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus! Vacation Bible School now. VBS is for children age
three through fifth grad, and meets from 9:00 a.m. to noon on June 11 through 14. There will be a
program on June 14 at 11:30 with pizza to follow. The cost is $10 per child; each family will receive
one complimentary CD. Register at oslchurch.com/childrens or in The Gathering Place. Friends are
welcome!
Lutherans Outdoors Day Camp, This Changes Everything, will be at OSL July 9 through 12, from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., for students who have completed kindergarten through fifth grade. NeSoDak
staff will bring Bible study, games, worship, arts and crafts, and more. There will be a pizza party
kick-off on July 8 at 5:00 p.m., with the final program on July 12 at 2:30 p.m. Register at oslchurch.
com/childrens or in The Gathering Place. Cost: $50 per student. Friends are welcome.

Flowers
April 8, 2018
Flowers given in memory of Martin and Alma Reinecke
and Harold and Arlen Guthmiller by Margaret Novak.
Flowers given by the family of Jim Elmen, whose 86th
birthday was March 31.
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Telecasts
Telecasts
March 25, 2018
Telecasts sponsored by Bryan Peters and Safe-NSecure Security Equipment in memory of Marilyn
Peters.
April 1, 2018
Telecasts sponsored by the estate of Darrell Svendsen
in honor of his mother, Ione Svendsen, who has been
blessed by Our Savior’s television ministry.
April 8, 2018
Telecasts sponsored in memory of Don Hooper by
his wife, Gayle, and family of daughter, Lindsey
Hooper-Jansma.

Come join OSL women and guests in The Gathering Place for the Spring
Women’s Retreat, rescheduled to May 12 (thanks, blizzard!), from
8:30 to 11:00 a.m.! There will be a light brunch, devotions, music, door prizes,
and a wonderful speaker, the charismatic and entertaining Trish Syverson,
whose topic will be “A Laugh a Day Keeps…” Come for a fun and inspirational morning! Questions? Contact Janiece Peterson, janiecelpeterson@
live.com or 351-8155.

OSL Women of the ELCA
Something to Draw You In
by Jodie Nielsen

Have you read the monthly Gather magazine, published by the Women
of the ELCA? If you are an active member of WELCA and partake in your
Circle Bible Study, the magazine is not new to you; but if you aren’t
actively involved in WELCA, then this magazine is something that might
just draw you in!
I must admit that I didn’t read it until taking on the role of vice-president of OSL’s
WELCA. I had no
idea what I was
missing! All articles
focus around a central theme—this month’s is Hospitality for All. Julie
Kanarr writes in Gather’s May devotional, “Practicing good hospitality
involves becoming aware of our own biases and examining our assumptions. Like Eli, we are challenged to listen with a spirit of openness to
others’ perspectives. Like Hannah, we are called to pray and speak the
truth with courage on behalf of ourselves and others. Sharing stories
can build understanding and dismantle barriers of mistrust. Interrupting
patters of criticism and judgment can help to cultivate environments
where all are genuinely welcomed as children of God.” If you don’t have
a subscription to the magazine, a few copies are available in the OSL
Library. Check one out today!
May Devotional/Bible Study. “All Are Welcome: Our Invitation
Can Reflect the Hospitality of Jesus,” by Julie A. Kanarr. (Source:
gathermagazine.org.) Focus Verse: “Let mutual love continue. Do not
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:1–2
2017 Unit Wide Mission Project. Thank you to those who support
our annual Sweet Sale and Pie and Lefse Sale. All money raised from
these sales support our Unit Wide Mission Project. The 2017 Mission
Project funds were used to support Simon Says Give, Family Visitation
Center, and OSL’s TV Ministry. A portion of the funds were also used for
supplies for Comfort Bags, for those going through cancer, and OSL’s
children’s activity bags. WELCA’s 2018 Unit Wide Mission Project is
#kidsareGod’s gift.
WELCA’s Annual Mother’s Day Luncheon will be on Saturday,
May 5, at 11:00 a.m. in The Gathering Place, with Dee Dee Raap presenting “Love Makes the Journey Great.” If this year didn’t work for you,
made a mental note to join us next year—it’s always near Mother’s Day!
“The impression that a praying mother leaves upon her children is
life-long.” —Dwight L. Moody
WELCA Board Members: Jodie Nielsen, President; Michelle Schuknecht,
Vice President; Valori Maher, Secretary; Toni LeVasseur, Treasurer;
Sandy Fischer, Mission Action Chair; Tami Skorczewski, Advisor.

Caring Ministries
Let’s Continue to Live
the Easter Story
by Margot Nelson

Now that we have celebrated our risen Christ with music, flowers, and
alleluias, we may need reminding that the message of the living Christ’s
ongoing presence
should continue to
inform our daily
lives—whether they
be filled with joy or
peppered with trials. For the jubilant times, we might continue with the
Call to Worship used at Augustana Chapel last week (as I write this):
Trumpets sound.
Angels sing.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Joy fills our innermost being.
Children giggle with delight.
Christ is risen!
He is risen!
Love dances on an empty tomb.
Death has lost its fearful grip.
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Butterflies burst free from cocoons.
Alleluias bounce off the walls.
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
For those difficult times, Our Savior’s stands ready to walk beside you
and embrace you through the pastoral staff, Faith Community Nurse,
Stephen Ministers, and other connections you may have at OSL. As a reminder of the opportunities we have to connect each other to the comforting, strengthening, and healing power of the risen Christ, OSL will
commission new Stephen Ministers later this month (postponed from
last month because of the April 14–15 blizzard). Thanks be to God!!

Health
Ministries

Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing
health ministries that meet on a weekly or
monthly basis. Feel free to join any of the
following sessions. For more information,
contact Michelle Anderson, Faith Community
Nurse, 336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com.
Footcare Clinic
Cost is $25 per person. Wednesday, May 2,
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Call the Church Office,
336-2942, to schedule your appointment.
Hope for Living with Illness or Cancer
Every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. in the Friendship
Room. People and their families who have
or are experiencing the challenge of cancer
are welcome. If you cannot attend, but would
like to be on our prayer and devotional mailing list, contact Michelle Anderson,
336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com.
Knitting/Crocheting Ministry
Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls
(to be given to people to remind them of
God’s presence and love in their lives) and
mittens and scarves (for missions).
Wednesday, May 9 and 23, 9:30 a.m.,
Sonshine Room.
2nd Saturday Knitters, May 12,
9:30 a.m., Sonshine Room.
Good Grief
Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 103.
This group is for anyone dealing with loss
and crisis in life.
Memory Care Support Group
Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., Conference
Room. For caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s and dementia, a place to share and to
receive understanding and empathy. Contact
Caring Ministries, 336-2942, for information.
Pickleball
OSL-sponsored Pickleball: Mondays,
8:00 a.m. to noon and 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.;
Tuesdays, 8:00 a.m. to noon; Wednesdays
and Fridays, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Thursdays, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Caring Ministries
Vision Health,
New Advances

Bring your questions to a panel/presentation on
vision health on Wednesday, May 9, at
6:00 p.m., in The Gathering Place. Come hear
from Bobbi Lower, Vance Thompson Vision,
who will speak about cataracts; Dr. Jeff Oakland,
Dakota Vision, whose specialty is children and
families; and Sherri Bloch, an occupational
therapist specializing in low-vision therapies.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
President Theodore Roosevelt will be
the Friendship Club topic, on May 15 at
10:30 a.m., in the Friendship Room. Jeff
Gould will be the presenter. Lunch will
follow, in The Gathering Place. Bring a
friend and enjoy a morning of fellowship
and interesting discussion! For more information, contact Pr. Tim Lemme, 336-2942
or tlemme@oslchurch.com.

Steven Ministers
Commissioned

Four new Stephen Ministers—Karen Andrisen,
Sherri Bloch, Lavada Woods, and Michelle
Black—will be commissioned on Sunday, May
13, at the 8:45 Celebrate worship service (postponed from the blizzard weekend). Please lift
these folks up in your prayers, asking that God
bless their ministry and work through them to
bring hope and healing to those they will serve.

Men’s Bible
Breakfast

OSL’s Men’s Bible Breakfast group meets on
the first and third Saturday of each month at
8:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. A continental breakfast is provided by members at each
gathering. Men of all ages are invited to attend
this one-hour Bible study when it meets on May
5 and 19. For more details, contact Pr. Tim
Lemme, tlemme@oslchurch.com or 336-2942,
ext. 19.

OSLC Foundation

From the Foundation
Experience is often the best teacher, for it gives
us the test first and the lesson afterward. With
that in mind, check out the list of OSLC Foundation board members below. They all have been
tested, and passed. They are all in a position
to present you a lesson on the works, goals,
dreams, and intentions of the OSLC Foundation.
They have filled various roles at Our Savior’s
over the years—you may have seen them
volunteering as dishwashers, or helping with
Midnight Madness, or as Sunday/Wednesday
School teachers or confirmation mentors, or
serving on various boards or as president of
the congregation. The point is simply this: they
know Our Savior’s.

To discover how your story weaves into the
fabric of the Foundation, take a minute to have a
conversation with any one of them; include me,
Jon Oien, on that list as well, and contact me at
joien@sio.midco.net or (605) 212-5261.
Thanks! We look forward to visiting with you
soon!
OSLC Foundation Board Members: Gerald
Beninga, Allison Boyd, Jerry Franken, Dennis
Hanneman, Susan Hauff, Jan Haugen-Rogers,
Dennis Jarabek, Cindy Nassen, and Roger White.

Worship and Arts
Chorus-pondence from Gene LeVasseur
“Patience.” Most definitions look like this: “the
capacity to accept or tolerate delay, trouble, or
suffering without getting angry or upset.” I’m
pretty sure that we are good at accepting and
tolerating, it’s that last part, “without getting
angry or upset,” that is the real challenge. The
Bible mentions patience often, and throughout
our lives our patience is tested: in pre-school,
children learn the concept of waiting in line; as
we grow older, the time required to wait seems
to get longer, and our patience grows shorter.
Time has become so “precious” that waiting has
become even more frustrating. I do not enjoy
going out to eat because of the cost and having
to wait to be seated, wait to place our order,
wait for our food, and wait for our check. The
server is not the waiter, we are! The patience
required for these situations in our world certainly is most challenging.
We need patience when we face difficulty,
disappointment, disapproval, and disaster. No
one in the Bible modeled patience better than
Job. Perhaps that is why it was common for my
grandmother to say “have the patience of Job”
when someone got angry. Job’s life is destroyed
in five short verses: he loses all of his livestock,
servants, and children, and is then covered in
boils from head to toe. Job’s wife suggests he

curse God and kill himself, and his friends tell
him his suffering is due to his sins. Job remains
faithful to God and is restored to twice as much
as before. Job wasn’t perfect, but he was patient.
Yesterday I visited one of our OSL members
in the hospital and as I was leaving I was
thinking “he has the patience of Job”. He has
been suffering for months and has months of
recovery so he will be continuously challenged
to be patient when he begins to feel angry and/
or upset. I remember praying for my mother
for over a year while she battled leukemia and
never seeing her angry or upset: the patience of
Job. I remember waiting four years for a prayer
to be answered—ultimately, not the way I had
hoped, and not having the patience of Job.
We recently reinstated the peace into our worship services. We took a break from it during
cold and flu season. On Easter Sunday it was a
joy to again hear our pastors say, “The peace
of the Lord be with you always.” Always is key,
not just peace in worship, but always. Praise
God that here at OSL we are a patient church
at peace. Love covers all of our challenges and
love wins. We have four wonderful pastors who
could not be more diverse in their personalities
and styles. The common thread I see is their
love of God and love of people, which carries
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Maribeth Anderson
Visitation Minister (PT)
336-2942 (Church Office)

Deb Harlan, ext. 48
Caring Ministries Coordinator
dharlan@oslchurch.com

Michelle Anderson,
ext. 28
Faith Community Nurse
mianderson@oslchurch.com

Nancy Heesch, ext. 42
Nursery Director
robertheesch@yahoo.com

Stella Curry, ext. 10
Office Manager
scurry@oslchurch.com
Denny Gale, ext. 39
Celebrate Band Coordinator
dgale@oslchurch.com
Randy Gehring, ext. 11
Senior Pastor
rgehring@oslchurch.com

Barb Haugan, ext. 23
Business Administrator
bhaugan@oslchurch.com
Sami Johnson, ext. 12
Pastor of Youth and Family
sjohnson@oslchurch.com
Duresa Kabato
Custodian
336-2942 (Church Office)

them through every challenge, large and small,
with patience and peace. Praise God!
I see patience and peace every week at Our
Savior’s—hundreds of people who love God,
love people, and serve joyfully with patience and
peace. This doesn’t come naturally, this comes
from God through the living Word and prayer.
I use the word “ACTS” when I pray: Adoration;
Tell God I love him; Confess honestly; Thanks
for everything and everyone; Supplication—
asking in Jesus’ name and according to his will.
Dear Lord, I love you, your Word and your presence in my life. I’m sorry for the times I grumble or groan when I face challenges. Thank you
for my church family, which inspires me to do
better. Please bless our church with continual
growth in patience and peace in the world.
I’d like to end with a quote from the great theologian, Master Oogway: “Yesterday is history,
tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift. That is
why they call it the present.” God bless all of
your todays!
“SING” cerely,
Gene

Justin Kosec, ext. 44
Pastor of Outreach and
Communication
jkosec@oslchurch.com

Loretta Nelson, ext. 14
Congregational Life
Coordinator
lnelson@oslchurch.com

Don Lehmann
Pastor of Visitation (PT)
336-2942 (Church Office)

Melissa Nesdahl, ext. 17
Director of Faith Formation
mnesdahl@oslchurch.com

Tim Lemme, ext. 19
Pastor of Caring Ministries
tlemme@oslchurch.com

Lloyd Olson
Facilities Manager
336-2942 (Church Office)

Gene LeVasseur, ext. 40
Director of Worship
glevasseur@oslchurch.com

Bill Reynolds, ext. 15
Director of
Communications
breynolds@oslchurch.com

Deb Merxbauer, ext. 25
Library Coordinator
dmerxbauer@oslchurch.com
Nicole Mindt, ext. 33
Youth Coordinator
nmindt@oslchurch.com

Marilyn Schempp, ext. 31
Organist and Associate
Director of Music and
Fine Arts
mschempp@oslchurch.com

John Schomberg, ext. 35
Director of Youth Ministry
jschomberg@oslchurch.com
Debbie Theis, ext. 43
Food Coordinator
dtheis@oslchurch.com
Deanna Wehrspann,
ext. 37
Music and Worship
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dwehrspann@oslchurch.com
Lavada Woods, ext. 49
Financial Assistant
lwoods@oslchurch.com

OSL Library
“Libraries Rock”
Summer Reading
Program

The OSL Library
will sponsor a
summer reading
program from
June 3 through
August 5. Each
day they check
out items,
children through
high-school youth
will receive a treat
and submit their
book receipt in a
contest to determine which child or youth reads
the most books during the nine-week program.
Throughout the summer, the Library will track
and display the number of books read.

Second Saturday Movie

A Question of
Faith will be the
Second Saturday
Movie, on May
12 at 2:30 p.m.
in the Holy Word
Theatre.

Three families
find themselves
at a crossroads,
questioning their
faith and the God
that guides their lives. As each family member
deals with their issues, their worlds start to
intertwine. This leads to a chain of events, which
unknowingly brings the three families closer
and closer together.
Make a day of it with the movie, followed by
worship at 5:00 and dinner afterward!
OSL Library Hours

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
2nd Saturday of the Month

8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
9:00 a.m.–noon
9:00 a.m.–noon
9:00 a.m.–7:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.–noon
Closed
10:00 a.m.–noon
and 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Monthly Book Club
for Adults

The Book Club for
Adults meets at 7:00
p.m. on the fourth
Thursday of each
month in the OSL Library to discuss that
month’s novel. The
May 24 selection will
be Angle of Repose
by Wallace Stegner,
an American masterpiece and iconic
novel of the West by the National Book Award
and Pulitzer Prize winner—a deeply moving
narrative of one family and the traditions of our
national past.
Lyman Ward is a retired professor of history,
recently confined to a wheelchair, retreats to
his ancestral home to write the biography of his
grandmother, an elegant and headstrong artist
and pioneer who, together with her engineer
husband, journeyed through the hardscrabble
West nearly 100 before. In discovering her story,
he excavates his own, probing the shadows of
his experience and the America that has come
of age around him.
Join this exciting community of readers! A list
of the 2018 selections is available in the OSL
Library.

New for Adults

An Extra Mile: A Story of Embracing God’s
Call by Sharon Garlough Brown. The women of Sensible Shoes are navigating both deep
joy and devastating loss. Can they find equilibrium in the midst of all that has changed?
Mara: While faced with the turmoil of divorce
and chaos at home, she is also listening for a
call to serve others with courage and creativity.
Hannah: As she grieves the twin losses of her
dear friend and her Chicago ministry position, she also begins to embrace the joys and
challenges of a new marriage. Charissa: Overwhelmed by her pregnancy and the demands
of her teaching schedule, she is in need of even
more grace for herself and others. Becca: Bereft
and filled with regrets, can she find hope for the
future and a way home? In this final installment

of the Sensible Shoes series, you’re invited to
travel with these beloved friends as they endure
trials that test their trust and their willingness to
walk an extra mile.

New for Middle- and
High-School Youth

Swing It, Sunny by Jennifer L. Holm and
Matthew Holm. Summer’s over and it’s
time for Sunny Lewin to enter the strange and
unfriendly hallways of...middle school. When
her Gramps calls her from Florida to ask how
she’s doing, she always tells him she’s fine. The
truth? Sunny is not having the best time. Not
only is the whole middle school thing confusing,
but life at home is confusing, too. Sunny misses
her brother Dale, who’s been sent to boarding
school. However, when Dale comes back, she
still misses him because he has changed.
Luckily, Sunny has her best friend and a mysterious new neighbor on her side, because she
is not going let all this confusion get her down.
Instead, she’s going to remain Sunny-side up!

New Early Reader,
Picture, and
Chapter Books

The Last Firehawk by Katrina Charman.
This series is part of Scholastic’s early chapter
book line, Branches, aimed at newly independent readers. With easy-to-read text, high-interest content, fast-paced plots, and illustrations
on every page, these books will boost reading
confidence and stamina.
In this second book in this page-turning series,
Tag, Skyla, and Blaze journey to the Crystal Caverns, searching for a piece of the magical Ember
Stone. They do not know exactly where it is, and
they are not the only ones searching for it—the
powerful vulture Thorn is also after the stone,
and he’s after Blaze!
Additional New Chapter Books
• Mighty Robot vs. the Voodoo Vultures from
Venus by Dav Pilkey
• Hilde Cracks the Case: Fire! Fire! by Hilde
Lysiak
New Picture Books
• Be Kind by Pat Zietlow Miller
• Goodnight, Numbers by Alicia Padrón
New Early Readers
• Funny Lunch by David Catrow
• There’s a Fly Guy in My Soup by Tedd Arnold

INTERCOM (USPS311210)
Published monthly by:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Congregation
909 West 33rd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57105
Periodicals Postage Paid at Sioux Falls, South Dakota
POSTMASTER:
Please send address change to INTERCOM,
909 West 33rd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57105

909 West 33rd St.,
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
(605) 336-2942
www.oslchurch.com

May 2018

Worship Services
Saturday Evening – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Sunday Morning
		 Festive Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary
		 Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Celebrate Center
Summer Worship Services (May 27 through Labor Day)
Saturday Evening
		 Festive Worship – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Sunday Morning
		 Celebrate Worship – 8:45 a.m., Celebrate Center
		 Festive Worship – 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
		 Celebrate Worship – 10:30 a.m., Celebrate Center
Television and Internet
Celebrate: 9:00 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1
Festive: 1:00 p.m., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53)
Website: oslchurch.com
Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf ·
		youtube.com/oslchurchsf

Ministry Support
through March 31
Annual Giving
Pledged
$1,849,306
Received YTD
$546,393
Remaining
$1,302,913
Projected YTD
$496,062
Ahead/(Behind)
$50,331

