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In Church and Community
From the Senior Pastor

Reflections on Electing a Bishop
By the time you read
this, the 2019 South
Dakota Synod Assembly
will be for most of us
a distant memory. Our
Savior’s was privileged
again to host event, welcoming nearly 600 folks
from around the state to
our beautiful facility for a two-day experience
of worship, decision-making, receiving reports
from the church both near and far, and electing
a bishop.
In my humble opinion, I think we hit the hospi-

tality ball out of the park this year and I couldn’t
be more proud of our hard-working, dedicated
staff and volunteers who all did their best to host
the assembly with a sense of gracious welcome.
For me, this year’s assembly was different because my name was part of the bishop election
process through the third ballot.
This wasn’t necessarily a surprise: Bishop Zellmer had visited
with me as early as last fall to
suggest that I prepare myself to
respond to the church should my
name be lifted up as a candidate
for bishop.

That visit initiated for me a lengthy process of
discernment. At first, I didn’t want to consider
the option. Some of you may have the idea that
being called to serve as bishop is a “promotion”
much like it is for a vice president to be named
Chief Executive Officer in a corporation. As a
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result, being elected bishop may seem to you
to be a desirable thing, something to which one
would aspire.
My experience, however, has given me a different lens through which I view that position.
I recognize that it is an important position,
and necessary, but there are responsibilities
the bishop carries out that I, as I used to say,
“wouldn’t wish on anyone.” It’s not all fame and
glory and pomp and circumstance; instead it
can be a fairly thankless and lonely job.
So in my discernment, I challenged God: “Why
me?” Why should I open myself to such a job?
I talked at length with my wife, Shelly, and we
prayed about it together. I sought out former
bishops to talk about their experience and seek
their advice on whether or not I should allow
my name to be part of the process. I spoke
with a dear friend who is a former synod staff
member in Iowa. I talked it over with my mom. I
spent time with a trained counselor who helped
me work through my self-doubt and identify
the gifts God has given me that could serve me
well should I be elected bishop. I sought the

advice and counsel of my executive coach. And
I invited all of them as well as the leadership
team, the staff, my LifeGroup, and a few other
trusted friends here at Our Savior’s to join me as
prayer partners in this process of discernment.
Through it all, I reached a point of relative
peace so that when the time
came to respond to the Bishop
Election Committee following the
Crossroads Conference Assembly, where my name was lifted up
as a potential candidate, I was
able to say Yes, I will allow my
name to be part of the election
process.
When the assembly began, the
feelings I experienced ranged
from excitement and anticipation to fear and foreboding. I
believed God was calling me to
be part of the process but I had
no idea how far into the process
my name would remain on the
ballot. As it turned out, I was
one of seven pastors chosen
to speak to the assembly for
five minutes each on Saturday
morning. Though I was prepared
with what I wanted to say, I
had a hard time controlling my
emotions and nerves. The scope
and the gravity of what I was a
part of was a heavy burden on
my heart. When my turn came to

speak, I was escorted into the Celebrate Center,
introduced, and given five minutes on a timer
conveniently displayed on the screens in the
room.
So I began, my voice wavering and my heart
pounding. By the second page of my notes I had
relaxed enough to find a rhythm that felt a little
more like what I experience when I’m preaching. When I turned the page and was about to
launch into my conclusion, I decided to look at
the timer. In that brief moment, I discovered I
was going to run out of time. With nothing else
to do, I continued until the microphone was
turned off. With mixed emotions, I walked off
the platform wishing I had been able to share
the few lines that went unspoken.
The results of the third ballot revealed that I was
not chosen as one of the three candidates whose
names would be on the fourth ballot. Mostly I
was relieved, actually being surprised by how
much lighter I felt knowing that was no longer
in the running. I received many affirmations
from voting members who had appreciated my
speech, as well as from Our Savior’s members
who shared with me they were glad I was staying
at OSL. But I would not be honest if I didn’t
also say I was a little disappointed, primarily
because, by the time the assembly met, I had
reached a point of accepting the possibility of
serving as the bishop of the South Dakota Synod,
should I be elected. Even so, I’m glad and feel
privileged to have been part of the process.
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For now, what all of this means is that I continue serving as your senior pastor, and I couldn’t
be happier. Thank you for entrusting to me this call to serve among as one who proclaims God’s
liberating word and works alongside you to respond to the needs of our neighbors in Jesus’
name. This is important and holy work that we share. Thank you for your love and support.

Baptisms
May 19, 2019
Willow Grace Doohen, the daughter of Greg and
Daisy Doohen.
Lucetta Kathryn Griesse, the daughter of Justine
Griesse.

In Christ’s love,

Pr. Randy Gehring

Flowers
June 2, 2019
Flowers are given in grateful celebration by
the Lehmann Family.

Telecasts
May 19, 2019
Telecasts are sponsored by Dennis and Patsy
Holzwarth and Bob and Joan Thimjon in celebration
of their 45th wedding anniversaries.
May 26, 2019
Telecasts are sponsored by Duane and Lois
Nearman in honor of their 60th wedding anniversary,
on May 30.

Memorials and Honoraria
May–June 2019

In Memory of Marilyn Green
Don and Sarah Abbas
Richard and Janice Boe
Carol Denotter
Eloise Elmen
Mark and Janelle Hoven
Ron Hybertson
Lois Matson
William and Cynthia Nassen
In Memory of Marie Toews (Mother of
Jeanne Carter)
Jeanne Carter
In Honor of Pastor Don Lehmann’s 80th Birthday
Charles and Sonja Anderson
Phyllis Krueger
Floyd and Carol Prouty
Don and Coryill Weeg
Carol Weisz
In Honor of Carol Nielsen’s Birthday
James and Elizabeth Traxel
Don and Coryill Weeg

Synod Assembly Gathering Worship photos by Bill Reynolds, OSL Communications Director.

Caring Ministries

Unraveling and Reknitting
by Joan Bacon

Inevitably, it happens. Life, as we know it, changes. Sometimes we invite this change; other times
change arrives uninvited due to circumstances beyond our control. Either way, life, and often our
very sense of self, unravels.
In The Gifts of Imperfection, Brene Brown
lists some of those unraveling points: marriage,
divorce, becoming a parent, recovery, moving,
midlife, the empty nest, retiring, experiencing loss
or trauma, and working in a soul-sucking job. She describes the work in reknitting her life during
a breakdown/spiritual awakening as messy and deep, slogging and exhausting, but a journey from
which she emerged feeling different—more joyful, healthy, brave, calm, grounded, reconnected
with family and friends, and significantly less anxious.
To me, Brown’s descriptions of both the journey through unraveling and the desired destinations
feel accurate as does her book’s subtitle, Let Go of Who You Think You’re Supposed to Be and
Embrace Who You Are. They summarize what happened during my own unravelings, when I’ve had
to let go of “supposed to” ideas about my life or myself and needed to find new visions and a more
authentic sense of self.
Brown also offered a challenge: “Only when we are brave enough to explore the darkness will we
discover the infinite power of our light.” God is the source of that light, and God who “created my
inmost being…and knit me together in my mother’s womb” most certainly can knit us back together when we unravel! If you are unraveling and would like a Stephen Minister to walk beside you
offering compassionate, confidential, and Christian support, contact Pr. Tim Lemme or Deb Harlan,
336-2942, to start the reknitting.

Lunch, Look, and Learn

Curious about senior community living options
in the area? Join Michelle Anderson, Faith
Community Nurse, for Lunch, Look, and Learn,
group tours of a local facility, which include a
free lunch. Here are the tours planned for July:
Bethany Meadows, July 10, 11:30 a.m. (RSVP by
Monday, July 8); Primrose, July 31, 11:30 a.m.
(RSVP by Monday, July 29).
Registration is required, so contact Michelle by
the dates indicated: mianderson@oslchurch.
com or 336-2942, ext. 28.

Butterflies Part 2,
and Garden Party

Joyce Kaatz is inviting OSL friends to a “garden
party” at her home as she and Becki Bray share
their experiences raising monarch butterflies
and show the butterfly lifecycle in action. It will
happen on Tuesday, July 9, from 1:00 to 2:30
p.m., at the home of Joyce and Brian Kaatz, 2201
Edgewood Rd. Garden party refreshments will
be served! Contact Michelle Anderson,
mianderson@oslchurch.com or 336-2942,
ext. 28, with questions.

Why Mah-Jongg?

Mah-Jongg may help improve a person’s memory
skills and sharpen the mind. It can help people
to make faster decisions and better observations, and also requires players to think on
different spectra. And it’s an excellent social
activity! Join OSL’s Mah-Jongg players on
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m., in The Gathering
Place! All skill levels are welcome.

Health
Ministries

Our Savior’s has a number of ongoing
health ministries that meet on a weekly or
monthly basis. Feel free to join any of the
following sessions. For more information,
contact Michelle Anderson, Faith Community
Nurse, 336-2942, ext. 48, or mianderson@
oslchurch.com.
Footcare Clinic
Cost is $25 per person. Wednesday,
July 3, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Call the
Church Office, 336-2942, to schedule your
appointment.
Hope for Living with Illness or Cancer
Every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. in Caring Ministries. People and their families who have or
are experiencing the challenge of cancer are
welcome. If you cannot attend, but would like
to be on our prayer and devotional mailing
list, contact Michelle Anderson, 336-2942,
ext. 48, or mianderson@oslchurch.com.
Knitting/Crocheting Ministry
Learn how to knit or crochet prayer shawls
(to be given to people to remind them of
God’s presence and love in their lives) and
mittens and scarves (for missions).
Wednesdays, July 10 and 24,
9:30 a.m., Sonshine Room.
Good Grief
Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 103.
This group is for anyone dealing with loss
and crisis in life.
Memory Care Support Group
Saturdays, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., in the
Conference Room. For caregivers of those
with Alzheimer’s and dementia, a place
to share and to receive understanding and
empathy. Contact Caring Ministries,
336-2942, for information.

OSL Women of the ELCA
For Just Such a Time as This, by Jodie Nielsen
Here is a list of Gather magazine’s Bible studies
through Spring 2020 (source: gathermagazine.
org):
• Fall 2019: Poetry of the Old Testament by
Anna Madsen. “In this three-session study
we will explore selections of Old Testament
poetry from Job, Psalms, and Lamentations.
Drawing from the experience of these
ancient writers, we will learn to look for
God in times of deep emotions, such as joy,
anger, celebration, depression, misunderstanding and contentment, finding hope and
grace along the way.”
• December 2019: Walking through the
Wilderness of Advent: A Creative Retreat
with Isaiah by Vonda Drees. “In this unique
take on Gather’s annual Advent/Christmas
devotional, we will walk through the seasons
with a visual artist, Vonda Drees. Using the
words of the prophet Isaiah, she will help us
to contemplate the true meaning of the season using creative, artistic exercises. Note:
No artistic ability is needed to participate!”

• January–April 2020: A four-session study
on vocation/calling by Kathryn A. Kleinhans
will “kick off the new year—and the 50th
anniversary of the
ordination of women
in the ELCA—with a
look at how God calls
us to faithful, fruitful
work.”
July Bible Study. For Just Such a Time as This
by Kim Ward. Session two: “Helping Our Voices
Bloom.”
Text: Esther 4–14 (source: gathermagazine.
org).
Prayer: “Holy God, look with favor on our time
together, as we discuss and share our faith with
each other. Give us the gift of imagination as
we live with the words from the book of Esther.
Help us to look for the silences in our lives
where we can hear your voice. Speak to us of

the times ‘such as this’ when we are called to
speak and act. Amen.”

OSL Summer Blast Group Activity. All women are invited to help with the group activity that
will take place as part of the Summer Blast on
Wednesday, July 10, from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. Mark
your calendars!
“By this everyone will know that you are My
disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35
WELCA Board Members: Jodie Nielsen,
President; Michelle Schuknecht, Vice President;
Karen Zimbeck, Secretary; Nancy Krueger,
Treasurer; Sherry Roth, Mission Action;
Tami Skorczewski, Advisor

OSLC Foundation
Footprints in the Sand
About 35 years ago, Julie and I were walking
on the beach near Carmel, California. What
happened on that short excursion left a lasting
impression on my outlook.
As we walked near the water’s edge, we could
feel the cool waves lapping against our bare
feet and legs, since we had rolled up our pants
to our knees and carried our shoes. I paused
briefly and looked back to see our trail of footprints, the only markings in the sand. Moments
later a larger and unpredictable wave caught
us by surprise and soaked us mid-thigh with
60-degree surf. Laughter and chills marked our
brief encounter with the mighty power of the
ocean. We turned around and headed back to
the car, and the view in front of us was a pristine
shoreline, unmarked by the trail we had blazed
not too long ago. I marveled at the power of the
waves and wondered if the efforts in our lives
were obliterated by the unrelenting din of our
daily lives. Sometimes, I concluded, but not all
the time: the odds of success increase once we

get away from the shoreline and the opportunity
for trailblazing and leaving more of a lasting
impact can be achieved.

Join me for further conversation, and we’ll
talk about your footprints in the sand! You may
reach me, Jon Oien, at 212-5261 or joien@sio.
midco.net. Shalom!

This is very true for the efforts expended at Our
Savior’s. Imagine the “footprints” left in the
minds of OSL youth after a service trip to the
inner city or a mountaintop hike in the Rockies.
Perhaps the “footprints” come from volunteering to serve communion or making a contribution to the inspirational “noisy offering.” Serving
at the Banquet, collecting for the Mobile Food
Pantry or Necessities for Neighbors also come to
mind. The list of needs is long, and as relentless
as the ocean.
The OSLC Foundation is one way to ensure that
footprints can be permanent. Your memorials
or cash gifts to the endowment, and promised
legacy gifts, all add up to be a powerful force
that allows this congregation to continue on the
mission of proclaiming Christ and nurturing
faith in everyday life.

Theology Tapped

Looking for engaging conversation on matters of
faith and life in a fun, informal setting? Join
Pr. Randy for Theology Tapped at Monk’s on
Thursday, July 25, from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m., at
Monk’s House of Ale Repute, 420 E. 8th St.

Congregational Life

Make a Splash!

Last month’s Summer Blast was so much fun, we decided to do it again!
Don’t miss Splash!, the July Summer Blast! There will be the usual food,
fun and games, music, and outdoor worship, with the added bonus of
some watery games and activities, intended not just for fun but also to
remind us of the life-giving waters of baptism.
The grills will be fired up in time for supper to start at 5:00 p.m. on July
10, so gather up family, friends, and neighbors and head to Our Savior’s
for a splashy evening of summer fun!
The season’s final Blast will be OSL Tailgate, on August 7. Watch the
OSL website, email updates, bulletin announcements, and The Intercom
for details.

OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF DIRECTORY
Members
Church Office: (605) 336-2942New
s oslchurch.com
Maribeth Anderson
Visitation Minister (PT)
336-2942 (Church Office)

Deb Harlan, ext. 48
Caring Ministries Coordinator
dharlan@oslchurch.com

Michelle Anderson,
ext. 28
Faith Community Nurse
mianderson@oslchurch.com

Nancy Heesch, ext. 42
Nursery Director
robertheesch@yahoo.com

Stella Curry, ext. 10
Office Manager
scurry@oslchurch.com
Denny Gale, ext. 39
Celebrate Band Coordinator
dgale@oslchurch.com
Randy Gehring, ext. 11
Senior Pastor
rgehring@oslchurch.com

Barb Haugan, ext. 23
Business Administrator
bhaugan@oslchurch.com
Sami Johnson, ext. 12
Pastor of Youth and Family
sjohnson@oslchurch.com
Duresa Kabato
Custodian
336-2942 (Church Office)

Justin Kosec, ext. 44
Pastor of Outreach and
Communication
jkosec@oslchurch.com

Loretta Nelson, ext. 14
Congregational Life
Coordinator
lnelson@oslchurch.com

Don Lehmann
Pastor of Visitation (PT)
336-2942 (Church Office)

Melissa Nesdahl, ext. 17
Director of Faith Formation
mnesdahl@oslchurch.com

Tim Lemme, ext. 19
Pastor of Caring Ministries
tlemme@oslchurch.com

Lloyd Olson
Facilities Manager
336-2942 (Church Office)

Gene LeVasseur, ext. 40
Director of Worship
glevasseur@oslchurch.com

Bill Reynolds, ext. 15
Director of
Communications
breynolds@oslchurch.com

Deb Merxbauer, ext. 25
Library Coordinator
dmerxbauer@oslchurch.com
Nicole Mindt, ext. 33
Youth Coordinator
nmindt@oslchurch.com

John Schomberg, ext. 35
Director of Youth Ministry
jschomberg@oslchurch.com

Debbie Theis, ext. 43
Food Coordinator
dtheis@oslchurch.com
Matthew Tylutki, ext. 31
Organist and Associate
Director of Music and
Fine Arts
mtylutki@oslchurch.com
Deanna Wehrspann,
ext. 37
Music and Worship
Professional
dwehrspann@oslchurch.com
Lavada Woods, ext. 49
Financial Assistant
lwoods@oslchurch.com

Congregational Life
New to the OSL Community

Welcome these new members, who were received into the OSL church family in May. The next new member orientation will be later this autumn.
For details contact the Church Office, 336-2942, or check oslchurch.com.

Christopher Arbach
and Laura Popanz

Glen and Carla Eng

Robert and Charlotte Jaeschke

David and Lori Treiber

OSL Youth and Family
OSL Youth Revving Up
By Mollie Varpness,
Youth and Family Intern

“Go, go, go!” a student from the red team shouted as blue laser tag
uniforms could be seen rounding the corner. “Catch them on the other
side, we will trap them!” another student could be heard calling. Two
students suddenly popped around the corner and the alarm on my vest
went off—lost again.
Although the red team lost, laughs could be heard accompanied by the
sound of high fives for everyone across Our Savior’s
Youth Group. We were at
Thunder Road for fellowship and fun celebrating
the group’s last event of the
school year. High-school
and middle-school students mini-golfed, raced go-carts, and giggled
on the tilt-a-whirl, marking the end of an incredible year. Students
reminisced about the past year: one student spoke about a candlelight
worship that the Youth Group had that made her feel closer to God; an-

other said that Youth Group gave her a place to decompress and connect
with friends outside the stress of school. Each student seemed to have a
favorite memory that created smiles and anticipation about the future.
Right as the school year had skidded to a halt, our trip to Thunder Road
symbolizes OSL’s Youth and Family revving up our go-cart engines for the
exciting summer ahead of us. The summer holds experiences of service
in Duluth, climbing a mountain in Colorado, Summer Blast bonding, and
much more.
For myself, the beginning of this summer marks my first full year serving
at Our Savior’s, and it has impacted my life considerably. I have found
a community that has welcomed me warmly and encouraged me in
discerning my call to ministry. Thank you for this wonderful opportunity
to serve and grow, and I am anticipating the great adventures the summer
will bring!

OSL Youth and Family
Bible Immersion Camp
by Melissa Nesdahl

In June, about 130 children poured through the doors of OSL for
four days of Vacation Bible School (VBS) excitement. Through Safari
Celebration,
Imagination
Station, Wild
Bible Adventures, Stampede
Sports, Hungry
Herd Cafe, and
Crafters Crossing, they experienced a God who is good—when life feels
unfair, when life is scary, when life changes, and when life is good. They
could see God in the midst of their daily life and finished the week with a
ferocious faith.
This month, we will experience something new together: OSL’s first-ever
Bible Immersion Camp.
Written by OSL staff, Bible Immersion Camp is an opportunity to provide
new, innovative faith formation to OSL students. For each camp, we will
take one theme and, through the lens of that topic of interest, your child
will experience worship, activity, Bible study, play/games, crafting and
more, under one key verse. In addition, each Bible Immersion Camp will
be held on one Saturday morning, which we pray will make it easier for
busy families to participate!

We all wish to live a courageous faith. Come Step up to the Plate with us
and learn through worship and play how we can live boldly in all our
days ahead. Your child(ren) will not want to miss it!
Questions? Contact me, Melissa Nesdahl, Director of Faith Formation,
mnesdahl@oslchurch.com.

Our first camp will be (drumroll)...
Step up to the Plate: Living Courageous Faith, featuring Gretta Melsted,
Augustana University head softball coach.
Coach Melsted (Van Schepen) led her softball team to the 2019 DII
College World Series, where they were crowned national champions.
Immediately following their historic season, Gretta and staff were named
the Central Region staff of the year by the National Fastpitch Coaches
Association.
As a member of Our Savior’s, Gretta is no stranger to OSL kids: as part of
OSL’s Worthy preaching series last October, she and some of her players
encouraged students to recognize their value in Christ, after which she
led parents in conversation about helping children strive towards balance
and success. Students had a blast in their few minutes with her then, and
are sure to experience even more excitement at Step up to the Plate, a
day focused on helping them connect faith with everyday life through
softball.
Step up to the Plate will be on Saturday, July 20, from 8:30 a.m. to noon,
for students who have completed kindergarten through fifth grade in the
2018–19 school year. The cost is $5 per attendee, and students must
register on or prior to July 14. You may sign up via oslchurch.com/
children. Friends are welcome! No skill or prior experience with the
game is required.

Mid-Year Meeting

The Governing Board is calling a special congregational meeting on
Sunday, July 28, in The Gathering Place, following the 10:30 Celebrate
worship service. A light lunch will be served.
The purpose of the meeting is to give a mid-year financial update, as
well as an update on how the new governance structure is functioning.
Be sure to attend!

OSL Library
Summer One Church
One Read

The Library Committee has selected Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia
Owens as its Summer One Church One Read
title. Eleven copies are available for checkout
in the Library. The discussion is scheduled
for 10:00 a.m. on September 22.
For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have
haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the
North Carolina coast. In late 1969, when
handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the
locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the
so-called Marsh Girl.

Sensitive and intelligent, Kya has survived for years alone in the marsh
that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand.
But the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two
young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens
herself to a new life until the unthinkable happens.
Where the Crawdads Sing is an exquisite ode to the natural world, a
heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible
murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we
once were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets
that nature keeps.

Second Saturday Movie
Is on Summer Vacation!

The Second Saturday Movies are on break, but will return in September
with Breakthrough.
When Joyce Smith’s 14-year-old son John
fell through an icy Missouri lake one winter
morning, she and her family had seemingly
lost everything. At the hospital, John lay lifeless for more than 60 minutes, but Joyce was
not ready to give up on her son. She mustered
all her faith and strength into one force and
cried out to God in a loud voice to save him.
Miraculously, her son’s heart immediately
started beating again.
Breakthrough is about a profound truth: prayer really does work. God
uses it to remind us that God is always with us, and when we combine it
with unshakable faith, nothing is impossible.
Make a day of it on September 14, with the movie at 2:30 in the Holy
Word Theatre, followed by worship at 5:00 in the Sanctuary, and dinner
afterward in The Gathering Place!

Monthly Book Club for Adults
The Book Club for Adults meets at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of
each month in the OSL Library to discuss that
month’s book. The July 25 selection will be
Killers of the Flower Moon Furies by David
Gran.

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in
the world were members of the Osage Nation
in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath
their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured
automobiles, built mansions, and sent their
children to study in Europe.
Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an
Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot, another was poisoned, and it was just the beginning. More
and more Osage were dying under mysterious circumstances, and many
of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered.
As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the
young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named
Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover team, including a Native American agent who infiltrated the region,
and together with the Osage began to expose one of the most chilling
conspiracies in American history.
Join this exciting community of readers! A list of 2019 selections is available in the OSL Library.

“A Universe of Stories”
Summer Reading Program

The OSL Library’s summer reading program, “A Universe of Stories,” will
run through August 4.
Each day they check out
items, children, youth
(through high school),
and adults will receive
a treat.
In addition, the one who
reads the most book in
each age group during
the program will receive
a $15 gift card.
Throughout the program, the Library will track and display the number
of books each patron reads on stars on the “universe” bulletin board in
the center of the Library.
Happy reading!

OSL Library
New for Adults

It All Comes Back to You by Beth Duke. Veronica “Ronni” Johnson,
licensed practical nurse and aspiring writer,
meets the captivating Violet in the assisted living facility where Violet requires no assistance,
just lots of male attention. When Violet dies,
she leaves Ronni a very generous bequest—
only if Ronni completes a book about her life
within one year.
As she’s drawn into the world of young
Violet, Ronni is mesmerized by life in a
simpler time. It’s an irresistible journey filled
with revelations, some of them about men
Ronni knew as octogenarians at Fairfield Springs.
Struggling, insecure, flailing at the keyboard, Ronni juggles her patients,
a new boyfriend, and a Samsonite factory of emotional baggage as she
tries to craft a manuscript before her deadline. Then the secrets start
to emerge, some of them in person, and they don’t stop. Everything
changes.
Additional New Titles for Adults
• Furious Hours by Casey Cep
• Wine and War by Don and Petie Kladstrup
• Have You Seen Luis Velez? by Catherine Ryan Hyde

New for Middleand High-School Youth

Shouting at the Rain by Lynda Mullaly Hunt. Delsie loves tracking
the weather. Lately, though, it seems the squalls
are in her own life. She’s always lived with her
kindhearted Grammy, but now she’s looking at
their life with new eyes and wishing she could
have a “regular family.”
Delsie observes other changes in the air, too—
the most painful being a friend who’s outgrown
her. Luckily, she has neighbors with strong
shoulders to support her, and Ronan, a new
friend who is caring and courageous but also
troubled by the losses he’s endured.
As Ronan and Delsie traipse around Cape Cod on their adventures, they
both learn what it means to be angry versus sad, broken versus whole,
and abandoned versus loved, and that, together, they can weather any
storm.
Additional New Titles for Middle- and High-School
• Just Jaime by Terri Libenson
• Song for a Whale by Lynne Kelly
• How High the Moon by Karyn Parsons

New Picture, Early Reader,
and Chapter Books

Me and My Place in Space by Joan Sweeney. Where is the earth?
Where is the sun? Where are the stars?
Now with new art by Christine Gore,
here is an out-of-this world introduction to the universe for children.
With Earth as a starting point, a young
astronaut leads readers on a tour
past each planet and on to the stars,
answering simple questions about our
solar system.
In clear language, drawings, and diagrams, space unfolds before a
child’s eyes. Colorful illustrations, filled with fun detail, give children a
lot to look for on every page, and a glossary helps reinforce new words
and concepts. A terrific teaching tool, Me and My Place in Space is an
easy and enjoyable way to introduce the concept of space to budding
astronomers.
Additional New Picture Books
• I Want to Be an Astronaut by Byron Barton
• What Kind of Car Does a T. Rex Drive? by Mark Lee and Brian Biggs
New Early Reader Books
• Peppa in Space by Scholastic
• Fly Guy Presents: Space by Tedd Arnold
New Chapter Books
• Zoey and Sassafras: The Pod and the Bog by Asia Citro
• Stink: Hamlet and Cheese by Megan McDonald

OSL Library Hours
Sunday—
		 8:30 a.m.–noon
Monday—
9:00 a.m.–noon
Tuesday—
		 9:00 a.m.–noon
Wednesday—
		 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Thursday—
		 9:00 a.m.–noon
Friday—
Closed
2nd Saturday of the Month—
		 10:00 a.m.–noon,
		 4:30–6:30 p.m.

INTERCOM (USPS311210)
Published monthly by:
Our Savior’s Lutheran Congregation
909 West 33rd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57105
Periodicals Postage Paid at Sioux Falls, South Dakota
POSTMASTER:
Please send address change to INTERCOM,
909 West 33rd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57105

909 West 33rd St.,
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
(605) 336-2942
www.oslchurch.com

July 2019

Summer Worship Services (through Labor Day)
Saturday Evening – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Sunday Morning
		 Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 10:30 a.m., Celebrate Center		
		 Festive Worship – 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
Television and Internet
Celebrate: 9:00 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1)
		moved to 5:00 p.m. on July 7
Festive: 1:00 p.m., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53)
Website: oslchurch.com
Social Media: twitter.com/oslchurchsf · facebook.com/oslchurchsf ·
		youtube.com/oslchurchsf
Cover banner photo by Aditya Chinchure on Unsplash.com
Offering plate photo via Backgrounddownload.com

Ministry Support
Ministry Support
through
May 31
through May 31
Annual
AnnualGiving
Giving
Projected Contributions $1,969,580
$1,969,580
Projected Contributions
Received YTD
$820,203
Received YTD
$820,203
Remaining
$1,149,377
Remaining
$1,149,377
Projected
YTD
$865,603
Projected YTD
$865,603
Ahead/(Behind)
($45,400)
Ahead/(Behind)
($45,400)

