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Hosanna!Hosanna!



Processional Gospel – Matthew 21:1–11
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will fi nd a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 
place to fulfi ll what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
    humble, and mounted on a donkey,
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and 
he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

+Hymn – ELW, No. 344, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” sts. 1, 3, 5

 Offering
  Introduction
  Video – “Freddy’s Faith-Full Friends”
   Prayer



 Reading – Matthew 26:14–27:66
Reader: One of the twelve, Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests.

Judas Iscariot: What will you give me to turn him over to you?

Reader: They offered him 30 pieces of silver. And from that moment, he began to watch for a chance to betray Jesus. Here 
begins the account of Jesus’ last night before his trial and crucifi xion. On the fi rst day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the 
disciples said to Jesus,

Disciples: Where would you like us to prepare the Passover meal for you?

Jesus: Go into the city, fi nd a certain man, and say to him, “The Teacher says, ‘My time is near, and I am going to celebrate 
Passover at your house with my disciples.’”

Reader: They fi nd the man’s house and secure the owner’s permission, and there they will praise God for redeeming His people 
from bondage in Egypt. So the disciples went off, followed Jesus’ instructions, and got the Passover meal ready. When evening 
came, Jesus sat down with the twelve. And they ate their dinner.

Jesus: I tell you this: one of you here will betray me. 

Reader: The disciples, of course, were horrifi ed.

A Disciple: Not me!

Another Disciple: It’s not me, Master, is it?

Jesus: It’s the one who shared this dish of food with me. That is the one who will betray me. Just as our sacred Scripture has 
taught, the Son of Man is on his way. But there will be nothing but misery for he who hands him over. That man will wish he 
had never been born. 

Reader: At that, Judas, who was indeed planning to betray him, said,

Judas Iscariot: It’s not me, Master, is it?

Jesus: I believe you’ve just answered your own question.

Reader: As they were eating, Jesus took some bread. He offered a blessing over the bread, and then he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples.

Jesus: Take this and eat; it is my body. 

Reader: And then he took the cup of wine, he made a blessing over it, and he passed it around the table.

Jesus: Take this and drink, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. But I tell you: I will not drink of the fruit of the vine again until I am with you once more, drinking in the kingdom of 
God (my Father).

Reader: The meal concluded. Together, all sang a hymn of praise and thanksgiving, and then they took a late evening walk to 
the Mount of Olives. 



Song – “Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees,” ELW, No. 471, st. 3

Jesus: Scripture says,
    I shall strike the shepherd,
        and the sheep of the fl ock will scatter.
Just so, each of you will stumble tonight, stumble and fall, on account of me. Afterward I will be raised up. And I will go 

before you to Galilee.

Peter: Lord, maybe everyone else will trip and fall tonight, but I will not. I’ll be beside you. I won’t falter.

Jesus: If only that were true. In fact, this very night, before the cock crows in the morning, you will deny me three times.

Peter: No! I won’t deny you. Even if that means I have to die with you!

Reader: And each of the disciples echoed Peter.

Prayers

Reader: It is indeed a dark, bitter night. The disciples are sad and confused, and maybe a little bit prideful. Peter cannot 
believe that he could ever betray his Lord. At that, Jesus led his disciples to the place called Gethsemane.

Jesus: I am going over there to pray. You sit here while I’m at prayer. 

Reader: Then he took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him, and he grew sorrowful and deeply distressed.

Jesus: My soul is overwhelmed with grief, to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me. 

Reader: He walked a little farther and fi nally fell prostrate and prayed.

Jesus: God, (Father), this is the last thing I want. If there is any way, please take this bitter cup from me. Not my will, but 
yours be done.



Song – “Stay with Me,” ELW, No. 348

Reader: When he came back to the disciples, he saw that they were asleep. Peter awoke a little less confi dent and slightly 
chagrined.

Jesus (to Peter): So you couldn’t keep watch with me for just one short hour? Now maybe you’re learning: the spirit is will-
ing, but the body is weak. Watch and pray and take care that you are not pulled down during a time of testing. 

Reader: With that, Jesus returned to his secluded spot to pray again.

Jesus: God, (Father), if there is no other way for this cup to pass without my drinking it—then not my will, but yours be 
done. 

Song – “Stay with Me,” ELW, No. 348

Reader: Again Jesus returned to his disciples and found them asleep. Their eyes were heavy-lidded. So Jesus left them again 
and returned to prayer, praying the same sentiments with the same words.

Song – “Stay with Me,” ELW, No. 348

Reader: Again he returned to his disciples.

Jesus: Well, you are still sleeping; are you getting a good long rest? Now the time has come; the Son of Man is just about 
to be given over to the betrayers and the sinners. Get up; we have to be going. Look, here comes the one who’s going to 
betray me.  

Reader: There he was, Judas, one of the twelve, leading a crowd of people from the chief priests and elders with swords and 
clubs; the chief priests and the elders were right there, ready to arrest Jesus. And Judas, the one who intended to betray 
him, had said to the elders and the chief priests that he would give them a sign.

Judas Iscariot: I’ll greet him with a kiss. And you will know that the one I kiss is the one you should arrest. 

Reader: So at once, he went up to Jesus.

Judas Iscariot: Greetings, Teacher. 

Reader: Judas kisses Jesus. 

Jesus: My friend, do what you have come to do. 

Reader: And at that, the company came and seized him. One of the men with Jesus grabbed his sword and swung toward the 
high priest’s slave, slicing off his ear.



Jesus: Put your sword back. Those who live by the sword die by the sword. Surely you realize that if I called on God (my 
Father), God would send twelve legions of messengers to rescue me. But if I were to do that, I would be thwarting the 
scriptural story, wouldn’t I? And we must allow the story of God’s kingdom to unfold. (To the crowds) Why did you bring 
these weapons, these clubs and bats? Did you think I would fi ght you? That I would try to dodge and escape like a common 
criminal? You could have arrested me any day when I was teaching in the temple, but you didn’t. This scene has come 
together just so, so that the prophecies in the sacred Scripture could be fulfi lled.

Reader: And at that, all the disciples ran away and abandoned him. The crowd that had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, 
the high priest. The scribes and elders had gathered at Caiaphas’s house and were waiting for Jesus to be delivered. Peter 
followed Jesus (though at some distance so as not to be seen). He slipped into Caiaphas’s house and attached himself 
to a group of servants. And he sat watching, waiting to see how things would unfold. The high priest and his council of 
advisors fi rst produced false evidence against Jesus—false evidence meant to justify some charge and Jesus’ execution. 
But even though many people were willing to lie, the council couldn’t come up with the evidence it wanted. Finally, two 
men stood up.

Two Men: Look, he said, “I can destroy God’s temple and rebuild it in three days.” What more evidence do you need? 

Reader: Then Caiaphas the high priest stood up and addressed Jesus.

Caiaphas: Aren’t you going to respond to these charges? What exactly are these two men accusing you of? 

Reader: Jesus remained silent.

Caiaphas (to Jesus): Under a sacred oath before the living God, tell us plainly: are you the Messiah, the Son of God?

Jesus: So you seem to be saying. I will say this: beginning now, you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of God’s 
power and glory and coming on heavenly clouds. 

Reader: The high priest tore his robes and screeched:

Caiaphas: Blasphemy! We don’t need any more witnesses—we’ve all just witnessed this most grievous blasphemy, right here 
and now. So, what’s your verdict?

People: He deserves to die!

Reader: Then they spat in his face and hit him. Some of them smacked him, slapped him across the cheeks, and jeered.

People: Well, Messiah, prophesy for us, if you can—who hit you? And who is about to hit you next? 

Conversation
Jesus is in danger, but yet he is not afraid. Everyone else is in crisis, but he knows that he is where he is meant to be. What 
in Jesus’ life prepared him for this moment?  

Reader: As all this was going on in Caiaphas’s chamber, Peter was sitting in the courtyard with some servants. One of the 
servant girls came up to him.

Servant Girl: You were with Jesus the Galilean, weren’t you? 

Reader: And just as Jesus had predicted, Peter denied it before everyone.

Peter: Not me! I don’t know what you’re talking about. 

Reader: He went out to stand by the gate. And as he walked past, another servant girl recognized him.

Another Servant Girl (speaking to those standing around): That man over there—he was here with Jesus the Nazarene! 

Reader: Again, just as Jesus had predicted, Peter denied it, swearing an oath.

Peter: I don’t know him! 

Reader: Peter then went to chat with a few of the servants. A little while later, some other servants approached him:

Other Servants: Look, we know that you must be one of Jesus’ followers. You speak like you are from the same area as his 
followers. You’ve got that tell-tale Galilean accent. 

Readers: Cursing and swearing, Peter denied him again.



Peter: I do not know him! 

Reader: As the exclamation left his mouth, a cock crowed. And Peter remembered. He remembered that Jesus had looked 
at him with something like pity and said, “This very night, before the cock crows in the morning, you will deny me three 
times.” And Peter went outside, sat down on the ground, and wept.

Conversation
Tell about a time when you let down someone close to you. How did you feel? What would you do differently if you could? 

Reader: Eventually the chief priests and the elders looked around and saw that it was morning. They convened a council 
meeting whose sole purpose was to hand down Jesus’ death sentence. They tied Jesus up, took him away, and handed him 
over to the governor of Judea, a man called Pilate. Judas—the one who had betrayed Him with a kiss for 30 pieces of sil-
ver—saw that Jesus had been condemned, and suddenly Judas regretted what he had done. He took the silver back to the 
chief priests and elders and tried to return it to them.

Judas Iscariot: I can’t keep this money! I’ve sinned! I’ve betrayed an innocent man! His blood will be on my hands. 

Reader: The priests and elders want nothing to do with Judas, and they refuse to take his money.

Chief Priests and Elders: We’re through with you, friend. The state of your soul is really none of our affair. 

Reader: Judas threw down the money in the temple, went off, and hanged himself. The chief priests looked at the silver coins 
and picked them up.

Chief Priests and Elders: You know, according to the law, we can’t put blood money in the temple treasury. 

Reader: After some deliberation, they took the money and bought a plot of land called Potter’s Field; they would use it to bury 
foreigners, suicides, and others who were unfi t for a full Jewish burial. (To this day, the fi eld is called Blood Field, because 
it was bought with blood money.) And when the priests bought Potter’s Field, they unwittingly fulfi lled a prophecy made 
long ago by the prophet Jeremiah: “They took 30 pieces of silver, the price set on the head of the man by the children of Is-
rael, and they gave them for the Potter’s Field as the Eternal One instructed.” Jesus was standing before the governor, Pilate.

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews?

Jesus: So you say. 

Reader: The chief priests and the elders stood and poured out their accusations: that Jesus was a traitor, a seditious rebel, a 
crazy, a would-be Savior, and a would-be king. Jesus stood in the stream of accusations, but he did not respond.

Pilate: Do you hear these accusations they are making against you? 

Reader: Still Jesus said nothing, which Pilate found rather astounding—no protests, no defense, nothing. Now the governor 
had a custom. During the great Jewish festival of Passover, he would allow the crowd to pick one of the condemned, and 
he, Pilate, would set the person free. Just like that. Gratuitous, gracious freedom. At this time, they had a notorious prison-
er named Barabbas. So when the crowd gathered, Pilate offered them a choice:

Pilate: Whom do you want me to free? Barabbas or Jesus, whom some call the Messiah? 

Reader: Pilate could call him “Jesus of Nazareth” or “Jesus the Carpenter,” but he says, “whom some call the Messiah.” It 
is signifi cant that Pilate is in a position where he passes judgment. He determines who will live and who will die, and he 
is preparing to hold court. Pilate knew the chief priests and elders hated Jesus and had delivered him up because they 
envied him. Then Pilate sat down on his judgment seat, and he received a message from his wife: “Distance yourself utterly 
from the proceedings against this righteous man. I have had a dream about him, a dream full of twisted sufferings—He is 
innocent, I know it, and we should have nothing to do with Him.” But the chief priests and the elders convinced the crowd 
to demand that Barabbas, not Jesus, whom some call the Messiah, be freed and that Jesus be put to death.

Pilate (standing before the crowd): Which of these men would you have me free?

People (shouting): Barabbas!

Pilate: What would you have me do with this Jesus, whom some call the Messiah?

People (shouting): Crucify him!

Pilate: Why? What crime has this man committed?



People (responding with a shout): Crucify him! 

Reader: It is clear Pilate has laid his own trap. He realizes he has given the crowd a choice, but the crowd doesn’t choose as 
he expects them to. Pilate saw that unless he wanted a riot on his hands, he now had to bow to their wishes. So he took a 
pitcher of water, stood before the crowd, and washed his hands.

Pilate: You will see to this crucifi xion, for this man’s blood will be upon you and not upon me. I wash myself of it.

People: Indeed, let his blood be upon us—upon us and our children! 

Silence 

Confession
 When Adam and Eve disobeyed God,
 they hid out of shame.  
 God searched for them, asking,
 “Where have you gone?” 
 And, “What have you done?”

 We, too, hide from God,
 only to hear those questions today:
 “Where have you gone,”
 and, “What have you done?”

 We do not always conceal ourselves
 because we have done wrong.
 But every moment of isolation and loneliness
 is a reminder of what this world has lost.

 So we confess our sins.
  God, we have turned our backs on you.
  We have listened to voices 
  that sow doubt and confusion. 
  We react to rumors before we seek the truth.
  We have hoarded necessities
  and bought more than we desired;
  we have taken what someone else needed.
  We have begun to fear 
  the bodies you have given us.
  We sacrifi ce our compassion
  in the name of our safety.
  We have dismissed people whose experiences
  challenge our picture of reality. 
  If we stopped hiding from you,
  would you want us back?

Silence 

Reader: So Pilate released Barabbas, and he had Jesus fl ogged and handed over to be crucifi ed. The governor’s soldiers took 
Jesus into a great hall, gathered a great crowd, and stripped Jesus of his clothes, draping him in a bold scarlet cloak, the 
kind that soldiers sometimes wore. They gathered some thorny vines, wove them into a crown, and perched that crown 
upon his head. They stuck a reed in his right hand, and then they knelt before him, this inside-out, upside-down King. They 
mocked him with catcalls.

Soldiers: Hail, the King of the Jews! 

Reader: They spat on him and whipped him on the head with his scepter of reeds, and when they had their fi ll, they pulled off 
the bold scarlet cloak, dressed him in his own simple clothes, and led him off to be crucifi ed. As they were walking, they 



found a man called Simon of Cyrene and forced him to carry the cross. Eventually they came to a place called Golgotha, 
which means “Place of the Skull.” There they gave him a drink—wine mixed with bitter herbs. He tasted it but refused to 
drink it. And so they had him crucifi ed. They divided the clothes off his back by drawing lots, and they sat on the ground 
and watched him hang. They placed a sign over his head: “This is Jesus, King of the Jews.” And then they crucifi ed two 
thieves next to him, one at his right hand and one at his left hand. Passersby shouted curses and blasphemies at Jesus. They 
wagged their heads at him and hissed.

People: You’re going to destroy the temple and then rebuild it in three days? Why don’t you start with saving yourself? Come 
down from the cross if you can, if you’re God’s Son.

Chief Priests and Elders (mocking him): He saved others, but he can’t save himself. If he’s really the King of Israel, then let 
him climb down from the cross—then we’ll believe him. He claimed communion with God—well, let God save him, if he’s 
God’s beloved Son. 

Reader: Even the thieves hanging to his right and left poured insults upon him. And then, starting at noon, the entire land 
became dark. It was dark for three hours. In the middle of the dark afternoon, Jesus cried out in a loud voice.

Jesus: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani—My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?

People: He’s calling on Elijah. 

Reader: One bystander grabbed a sponge, steeped it in vinegar, stuck it on a reed, and gave Jesus the vinegar to drink.

People: We’ll see—we’ll see if Elijah is going to come and rescue him. 

Reader: And then Jesus cried out once more, loudly, and then he breathed his last breath. At that instant, the temple curtain 
was torn in half, from top to bottom. The earth shook; rocks split in two; tombs burst open, and bodies of many sleeping 
holy women and men were raised up. After Jesus’ resurrection, they came out of their tombs, went into the holy city of 
Jerusalem, and showed themselves to people.When the Centurion and soldiers who had been charged with guarding Jesus 
felt the earthquake and saw the rocks splitting and the tombs opening, they were, of course, terrifi ed.

Soldiers: He really was God’s Son. 

Forgiveness
God, our sin separates us from you. 
If it was up to us alone, our relationship with you would have been dead long ago. 
But even at the moment of Christ’s death, there are signs that this is not the end. 
The ground is shaking, the dead are rising, even pagan Roman soldiers are wondering, 
“You must be the Son of God.” 
And even now, you are still listening to our prayers for forgiveness

Beloved of God, 
Even on the cross, + Jesus forgives you.

Reader: A number of women, who had been devoted to Jesus and followed him from Galilee, were present, too, watching 
from a distance. Mary Magdalene was there, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee. At evening time, a rich man from Arimathea arrived. His name was Joseph, and he had become a disciple of 
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked to be given Jesus’ body; Pilate assented and ordered his servants to turn Jesus’ body over 
to Joseph. So Joseph took the body, wrapped Jesus in a clean sheath of white linen, and laid Jesus in his own new tomb, 
which he had carved from a rock. Then he rolled a great stone in front of the tomb’s opening, and he went away. Mary 
Magdalene was there, and so was the other Mary. They sat across from the tomb, watching, remembering. The next day, 
which is the day after the Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went together to Pilate. They reminded him 
that when Jesus was alive he had claimed that he would be raised from the dead after three days.

Chief Priests and Elders/Pharisees: So please order someone to secure the tomb for at least three days. Otherwise his disci-
ples might sneak in and steal his body away, and then claim that he has been raised from the dead. If that happens, then we 
would have been better off just leaving him alive.

Pilate: You have a guard. Go and secure the grave. 

Reader: So they went to the tomb, sealed the stone in its mouth, and left the guard to keep watch.   



Word of God. Word of Life.
 Thanks be to God.

Response to the Word – “Ah, Holy Jesus,” ELW, No. 349, sts. 1, 2

Sermon

Hymn of the Day – ELW, No. 347, “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” sts. 1, 2, 3



 Benediction
  You leave this place 
    with the + blessing 
  of the persistent God who seeks us 
    when we run;
  the honest God
   who names our failures 
   and declares our forgiveness;
  the curious God who listens
    every time we speak.
  Go, and share this love with everyone you meet.

+Dismissal 
  God chose you
  to bless the world. 

We will,
   and we ask God to help us. 

 Postlude – “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now,” arr. Paul Manz

Embrace the Question

Consider discussing these questions after worship, perhaps over a meal. 

Jesus is in danger, but yet he is not afraid. Everyone else is in crisis, but he knows that he is where he 
is meant to be. What in Jesus’s  life prepared him for the moment of his arrest and condemnation, and 
eventually, his crucifi xion?  

Tell about a time when you let down someone close to you. How did you feel? What would you do 
differently if you could? 
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