
Th ere is no doubt this has been a year unlike any 
other in recent history. We continue to suff er 
from the unrelenting Covid-19 pandemic that has 
ravaged our country and world since early 2020. 
We have seen riots and social unrest as our coun-
try tries to understand and address the racial and 
social issues that have divided us for so long. We 
have endured a long and tumultuous presidential 
election that has given rise to uncertainties and 
fears on both side of the political perspective. 
It is no wonder that so many of us are carrying 
the stress and anxiety of these times like a heavy 
weight around our shoulders.

Where does a person fi nd hope when life at times 
seems so out of control? How can we, as a people 
of faith, fi nd the strength we need to trust in the 
God who promises to be with us, in all things? 
How can we give thanks even in times such as 
these?

Th ese are questions we invite you to consider with 
us as we journey through Th anksgiving week and 
celebrate again the day of Th anksgiving. Th rough 
daily scripture refl ections and prayer, we invite 
you to hear the words of God’s faithful people. 
Hear how they found their hope, and gave thanks, 
throughout all the seasons of life. May these daily 
devotions and Th anksgiving service bring you 
peace during this holiday season, and may you too 
experience God’s presence with you, in all things.
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Monday, November 23, 2020
“Honest Th anksgiving”

Psalm 139:1–6
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You 
know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern 
my thoughts fr om far away. You search out my path and 
my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know 
it completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay 
your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.

Th ought for Today
Many of the psalms of scripture can be attributed to 
King David, who understood well both the joys and 
sorrows of life. Although a devout man of God, King 
David also understood what it was like to be human. 
He made his share of mistakes, but God never gave up 
on David, and God never stopped loving him. Th ere is 
an honest, compassionate, conversation of love within 
these prayers of David. 

In many ways, David lived a blessed life and had much 
to be grateful for; in other ways, David suff ered greatly 
at the hands of both his enemies and even his closest 
friends. Joy, sorrow, anger, fear, everything that was in 
David’s heart he shared within these psalms; and God 
heard everything David said. In the same way, within 
our prayers, God listens to each of us. 

Question for Today
What does it mean to know that God is always there 
to listen to you, that God understands you, and what 
you are feeling?

Prayer
O God, you know me better than I know myself, 
and you understand the questions of my heart. In the 
midst of life, I give thanks God that you are with me, 
hemming me in with your love, and guiding me with 
your gentle hand. Amen. 



Tuesday, November 24, 2020
“Th ankfulness for God’s Presence”

Psalm 23
Th e Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes 
me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 
waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for 
his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff , they comfort me. You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil; my cup overfl ows. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Th ought for Today
Th e older we get, the more we understand that life 
has both hills and valleys. Some days we sing songs of 
praise to God, other times we cry out for deliverance 
from the shadows of fear and uncertainty. One of 
the most beloved psalms attributed to King David is 
Psalm 23. Oft en read at funerals and memorized in 
confi rmation and Sunday school, this psalm reminds 
us that God is our Good Shepherd, one who cares 
deeply for us, so much so that God would stand with 
us on the mountaintops of life and sing, and walk 
through the valleys of the shadow of death with us and 
weep. Wherever it is we fi nd ourselves, we, like David, 
fi nd our comfort in God’s eternal presence with us, in 
all things.

Question for Today
Where do you fi nd yourself today—on the mountain-
top of life or in the valley? How does feel to know 
that wherever you are, the Good Shepherd watches 
over you?

Prayer
Good Shepherd, guide me with your loving arms, and 
keep me forever in the warmth of your loving embrace. 
Amen.



Home Devotions for
the Week of Thanksgiving, 2020



Wednesday, November 25, 2020
“Giving Th anks for God’s Gift s”

Psalm 67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his 
face to shine upon us, that your way may be known upon 
earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the 
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the 
peoples with equity, and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples 
praise you. Th e earth has yielded its increase; God, our 
God, has blessed us. May God continue to bless us; let all 
the ends of the earth revere him.

Th ought for Today
Tomorrow we as a nation will give thanks to God 
for the many blessings we have been given. Since the 
time the fi rst colonist began to call this new land 
home, there have been stories of how our early leaders 
encouraged us to give thanks for what we have been 
given, but this was not something new we brought to 
these shores. Native people have stories of how they 
too gave thanks for the blessings they received from 
the Creator. As our nation began to grow, and others 
began to call this land home, we began to learn from 
each other what being thankful truly means. 

May we never take for granted the gift s we have been 
given, and may we use these gift s wisely to bless those 
around us with hope and love each new day. 

Question for Today
How can we use our gift s to further bless the people of 
God’s Kingdom?

Prayer
God of the nations and people, we give you thanks 
for the many ways you have blessed all the people of 
the earth. May we learn from you what it means to be 
a blessing to others, and may we, with grateful hearts, 
share the gift s of your good creation. Amen.



Th ursday, November 26, 2020
Th anksgiving Day

Use this simple service for a time of devotion around your 
table, with those you communicate with fr om afar or in a 
time of quiet contemplation alone. 

Light a Candle and Welcome the Presence of 
the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 100 (Th e Message version)
On your feet now—applaud GOD! Bring a gift  of laugh-
ter, sing yourselves into God’s presence. Know this: GOD 
is God. God made us; we didn’t make God. We’re God’s 
people, God’s well-tended sheep. Enter with the pass-
word: “Th ank you!” Make yourselves at home, talking 
praise. Th ank God. Worship God. For GOD is sheer 
beauty, all-generous in love, loyal always and forever.

Th ought for Today
It is Psalm 100 that inspired the tune and words for 
Louis Bourgeois’ song known in the Lutheran world 
as the Doxology: “Praise God from whom all blessings 
fl ow, praise him all creatures hear below. Praise him 
above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.” Th e author Geoff rey Wainwright states 
what we have certainly come to know to be true in the 
year 2020: “Th e world is not an easy place to live dox-
ologically”. Yet, our call as Christians remains true, we 
are to off er thanks and praise to God and God alone.

Question for Today
What are you thankful for today? How will you show 
thanks and praise to God in the days ahead? Write 
your answers in list form, or keep your list tucked away 
in your mind so you can come back to it regularly, and 
use your list to remind you of your call as Child of 
God.

Prayer
Creator God:
Today we ask you fi ll the belly of those who are 
hungry; 
We give you thanks and praise for the food that we 
have to eat.

Today we ask you to bring courage and healing to 
those who are sick; 
We give you thanks and praise our health.



Today we ask you to be with those who suff er from 
loneliness; 
We give you thanks and praise for the family and 
friends that fi ll our life.

Today we ask that you protect all who live in lands 
where war, violence and natural disaster are taking 
place; 
We give you thanks and praise that we are free to 
openly worship you.

Today we ask that you be present with us as we take 
this time to give you our thanks and praise as we 
remember that we are, blessed by you. Amen.

A Ritual of Blessing
Remember that you are a blessing and loved by God 
by taking your thumb and tracing the sign of the cross 
on your own forehead and on the foreheads of those 
gathered with you, both in person and virtually, while 
saying these words:

_____________(name), Child of God, you are 
blessed to be a blessing. Amen.



Friday, November 27, 2020
“Th ankfulness for God’s Care”

Psalm 24:7–10
Lift  up your heads, O gates, and be lift ed up, O ancient 
doors that the King of glory may come in. Who is the 
King of glory? Th e Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, 
mighty in battle. Lift  up your heads, O gates, and be lift -
ed up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come 
in. Who is this King of glory? Th e Lord of hosts, he is the 
King of glory.

Th ought for Today
We become weary when we think that everything in 
life depends on us. Oh, it is true that God has given 
each of us our work to do, and each day brings with 
it responsibilities that require our attention, but what 
happens when the work, and the responsibilities, 
become too much? 

David faced this questions many times in his life. God 
had called him to be king over all of Israel, to rule over 

all of God’s people, no small task indeed. When David 
felt the weight of this enormous responsibility pulling 
him down, he remembered again that God was the 
true King over all of creation. Yes, David had his job to 
do, but God promised to be with David, in all things. 
When life’s duties become overwhelming for us, it 
helps to know that God is King of our life too, and 
with us too, in all things.

Question for Today
Sometimes it feels as if the weight of the world is on 
our shoulders. How does it feel to know God promises 
to help you carry that weight during those times when 
it feels too much to bear? 

Prayer
O God, we are grateful that you are King and we are 
not. When it seems as if everything depends on us, 
teach us again, to depend on you. Amen.



Saturday, November 28, 2020
“Giving Th anks, When Th ere Is 
Nothing Else We Can Do”

Psalm 34:1–8
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall con-
tinually be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in 
the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. O magnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered 
me fr om all my fears. Look to him, and be radiant; so 
your faces shall never be ashamed. Th is poor soul cried, 
and was heard by the Lord, and was saved fr om every 
trouble. Th e angel of the Lord encamps around those 
who fear him, and delivers them. O taste and see that the 
Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him. 

Th ought for Today
Sometimes life can leave us feeling alone, uncertain 
where to turn, or who to turn too. We cry out with 
Peter, saying, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life.” John 6:68 

But Peter’s words were not spoken in hopelessness, 
they were words, spoken from his heart, that testifi ed 
to his faith in Jesus. King David too, oft en gave thanks 
to God when there was nothing else he could say, and 



in doing so, he found his strength, and a “peace, that 
passes all understanding.”

Question for Today
How does fi nding a reason to give thanks, even in 
times of anger and grief, bring us the healing we need, 
and a peace that passes all understanding?

Prayer
God of mercy, we praise your name, and give thanks 
for the blessings of your love. Amen.



Sunday, November 29, 2020
“Th ankfulness for God’s Servants”

Psalm 136:1–9; 26
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever. O give thanks to the God of gods, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. O give thanks to the 
Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; who 
alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures 
forever; who by understanding made the heavens, for his 
steadfast love endures forever; who spread out the earth 

on the waters, for his steadfast love endures forever; who 
made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forev-
er; the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love en-
dures forever; the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. O give thanks to the 
God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Th ought for Today
A thankful heart is a blessing indeed. Th ere have been 
many people in life who, in spite of the hard times they 
endured, were still able to give thanks in all things, and 
in doing so served as examples of God’s grace to us all. 
As we continue our own walk, may we always remem-
ber the lessons of faith they have taught us, and may 
we be the hope the world longs to see each day. Th anks 
be to God who is with us in all things!

Question for Today
Who are the people who have been examples of God’s 
love to you? 

Prayer
“O give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast 
love endures forever!” Amen.
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