
Dear OSL family and friends,

As the days grow longer and temperatures 
warm, we recognize that in this part of the 
world we are entering a season of transi-
tion, moving from a time of dormancy to 
a time of new growth and possibility. For 
many of us, it’s our favorite time of year, a 

time filled with the anticipation of spring.

Here at church we are also in a season of transition and my 
letter this month as well as the ministry highlight in this edi-
tion of The Intercom should give you what you need to be well 
informed during this exciting season of hope.

Lent
First and foremost, make plans to join us for Lenten worship 
this year, both on Wednesdays and on the weekends. This an-
nual discipline takes us deeper in our faith as we wrestle with 
our need for forgiveness and hear anew the call to “return to 
God with all your heart.” Check out pages two and three for 
more details of how we are observing Lent this year at Our 
Savior’s.

Intern
On March 1, we will welcome Alisha 
Ungs as our intern pastor. She is 
a student at Wartburg Seminary 
and will be completing the last five 
months of her year-long internship 
here at Our Savior’s. We look for-
ward to getting to know her and 
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being part of equipping her to serve the church as a pastor. 
Watch for more details coming soon.

Strategic Planning
In January, many of you completed a survey as part of our 
strategic planning process. Thank you for the great feedback 
you provided. On Saturday, March 5, the Governing Board 
and key members of the staff will participate in a strategic 
planning retreat facilitated by some of the staff at Maximizing 
Excellence of Sioux Falls. The goal of the retreat is to discern 
the future direction of the ministry we share especially in light 
of all that we have learned during the pandemic. Please pray 
for your leaders as we engage this holy work on behalf of our 
mission to proclaim Christ and nurture faith that connects to 
everyday life.

Pandemic Protocols
As COVID–19 rates of infection and hospitalization drop, 
the Governing Board is relaxing our pandemic safety pro-
tocols. Our top concern remains caring for each other as we 
live with the ongoing reality of COVID–19, but masks and 
social distancing appear to be no longer as necessary as they 
were at the height of the pandemic. You’ll notice a change in 
our signage the next time you’re at church that declares that 
“Masks Are Welcome,” which is to say that you may continue 
to make the choice that’s best for you. As always, thank you 
for your patience and care as we navigated these extraordinary 
times together.

See you in church,

Pr. Randy Gehring



Ministry Spotlight

You remember Barn Geese Worship, don’t you? They’re the 
folks who created the resources Our Savior’s utilized during 
Advent, My Heart Shall Sing.

Now OSL is once again turning to Barn Geese for its Lenten 
series, You Are Here.

And who are the people behind Barn Geese Wor-
ship? According to their website, “Barn Geese Wor-
ship is the offshoot of a small community of pastors 
who have been meeting every summer for the last sev-
eral years to brainstorm around the coming liturgical 
year. We call it: PREACHING CAMP.

“But it became about more than preaching, because 
we believe strongly in centrifugal worship. The texts 
we preach on are also at the center of our worship, 
and driven by the momentum of the Holy Spirit, they 
fling out all kinds of possibilities for a faith communi-
ty’s life together.”

Oh, and it’s worth mentioning that “small communi-
ty of pastors” includes OSL’s Pastor for Outreach and 
Communication, Justin Kosec. That works out pretty well for 
Our Savior’s.

Why You Are Here? The Rev. Katie Pocalyko explains it in an 
introduction to the resources:

We typically talk about Lent being a journey. We write 
“God bless your Lenten journey!” in our newsletters, 
and we sing “Bless now, O God, the journey that all your 
people make.” And it’s true: there is movement in Lent. 
Jesus moves from the mountain on Transfiguration to the 
desert temptation, then into Jerusalem and onto the cross 
and (spoiler?) up from the grave. We hope that our Lenten 
journey will mirror Jesus’ and help us conform our lives to 
Christ’s life, death, resurrection.

But what if Lent isn’t only about journey? What if Lent 
is also about stationary place? The scripture readings for 
Lent this year…present a unique, sustained focus on loca-
tion and place. Hebrew Bible texts speak of the Promised 
Land. The psalmist names God as shelter. Jesus asks us to 
pray in our rooms. Paul writes about standing firm. Events 
occur in real, historical places. 

Place is what captured the Barn Geese’s collective imagina-
tion this Lent.

Among the resources that You Are Here comprises is a daily 
devotional—titled, naturally enough, You Are Here—which 
explores the season’s readings against the backdrop of histor-
ical places in the Holy Land, whether those places are known 
for a geographical certainty or are traditional settings. 

As Lent proceeds, You Are Here looks up—at mountains, 
Mount Tabor, for instance, where tradition says Jesus, while 
praying, changed in appearance and was joined in conversa-
tion by Moses and Elijah (Luke 9:28-36).

Lent at Our Savior’s

Subsequent devotions take us to the Temple Mount, the 
Jezreel Valley, Nimrod Castle, the Sea of Galilee, the Western 
Wall, and other sites where events occurred. 



Lent at Our Savior’s

You Are Here is Our Savior’s theme for Lent. Details are in this issue 
of The Intercom.

You Are Here: A Daily Devotional is avail-
able on the OSL website: scan this QR code 
to visit oslchurch.com for the devotional.

Midweek Lenten worship services (beginning 
March 9)—
s Noon, in the Sanctuary, followed by a soup 

luncheon;
s 6:40 p.m., in the Sanctuary, preceded by supper from 5:00 to 6:15, 

in The Gathering Place

A Service of Healing and Remembrance will be held during Lent, 
date and time to be determined. Watch for details.

Holy Week worship opportunities: 
s Maundy Thursday, April 14: 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
s Good Friday, April 15: 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
s Saturday of Holy Week, April 16: Details to follow.

Photos: previous page, Mount Tabor from Naz-
areth, photo by Mark Vitali s Hoffman; this 
page, Looking over the Sea of Galilee, photo by 
Mark Vitalis Hoffman; the Western Wall of the 
Temple Mount, photo by Victoria Larson.

Photos from You Are Here Daily Devotional 
and quotations from You Are Here resources © 
2022 Barn Geese Worship, www.barngeesewor-
ship.com.

In OSL’s midweek services, you will be invited to con-
template a justice-oriented Lent. The series imagines “a 
promised land at the arrival gate of an airport, providing 
a way to explore refugee resettlement, and take you under 
the stars with Abram and Sarai as a means of reflecting 
on air pollution and creation care.” 

You Are Here Daily Devotional is available via the OSL 
website (oslchurch.com/you-are-here-daily-devotion-
al-for-lent/, or scan the QR Code on page 3); a limited 
number of copies can be found at the Welcome Center as 
well. 

Come explore these themes, and more, as Lent at Our 
Savior’s unfolds. Wherever you go, you are here. s



Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1) 
 Festive: 1:00 p.m., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53),  
 Facebook Live: 8:45 and 10:15 a.m.
 Website: oslchurch.com
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Your support of OSL’s mission to proclaim Christ 
and nurture faith that connects to everyday life is 
life-changing, both for you and for those whom our 
ministry reaches. Thank you for your generosity!

Ways to Give
First Fruits Giving –  

electronic contributions
Text Giving – text sharing to  

73256 and follow the link
My OSL – keep current, and  

quickly set up scheduled and  
one-time giving

Learn more at oslchurch.com/giving

Worship Services 
 Saturday Evening – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Celebrate Center
  Festive Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

Social Media
 twitter.com/oslchurchsf s facebook.com/oslchurchsf s   
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf s instagram.com/oslchurchsf

Cover banner photo by Jeon Sang-O on Pixabay.com 
Offering plate photo via Backgrounddownload.com
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