
Dear partners in ministry,

It is stewardship season at Our Savior’s, 
that time of year when we reflect on our 
relationship with a God whose giving 
knows no ending and respond in gratitude 
and humility by committing a portion of 
our financial resources in support of the 

mission we share. 

More than meeting a perceived obligation of membership, 
giving an offering is both an expression of the partnership 
we enjoy as fellow members of this beloved faith community 
as well as a statement of trust in a God who “is the power at 
work within us,” which is able to accomplish far more than we 
can ask or imagine (see Ephesians 3:20). In other words, our 
offerings are gifts we give to God that God uses to do God-
sized stuff.

How many of us give an offering, though, expecting God to 
do far more than we can ask or imagine? What if, rather than 
viewing our offering as a way of doing our part to help the 
church, we would offer it up in a spirit of joyful expectation 
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From the Senior Pastor
What Does God Want to Bless?



that asks: I wonder how God will use my gift to exceed my/
our expectations. I wonder what God wants to bless.

We actually saw this very attitude recently during the mission 
project carried out by our confirmation students and their 
mentors. Folks were giving joyfully to the so-called Coin 
Wars and smiling gleefully as they pictured the “winning” 

By the time you read this, Commitment Weekend at Our 
Savior’s will have occurred. Congregation members will have 
presented their Estimates of Giving as an act of worship, and 
I anticipate it will be a time of great joy as we partner together 
in support of the mission God has given us to proclaim Christ 
and nurture faith that connects to everyday life.

Grateful for your partnership,

Pr. Randy Gehring

your fears of scarcity by naming them out loud. From within 
that place of vulnerability, remember your dependency on 
God, who is merciful and whose promises are certain. Trust 
God! to provide all that we need and then some, as individ-
uals and as a church. Then Rise Up! in faith, expecting God 
will use all that we offer to do far more than we can imagine.

pastor with a pie in his face. (Congratulations, Pr. Justin!) The 
Gathering Place was jammed on April 27 for Bingo Night 
with over 300 bingo cards sold. The confirmation students 
eagerly provided leadership to every aspect of the night ex-
pecting that their efforts would generate a God-sized blessing 
that would benefit ELCA World Hunger, and they were not 
disappointed. Everyone in attendance had a wonderful time 
and the final tally of the funds raised—including the match-
ing dollars from the church—exceeded $6,000! Imagine the 
impact this will make in the lives of those who live with food 
insecurity around the world.

As you prayerfully consider this year how you will provide  
financial support to the ministry we share here at Our Sav-
ior’s, allow the theme to guide you in the process. Let Go! of 
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Ministry Spotlight
Stephen Ministry  
Commissioning

“This is my commandment, that you love one another  
as I have loved you.” John 15:12

On April 30 and May 1, Our Savior’s had the great pleasure of 
commissioning Jeanne Carter, Bob Nelson, Robert Peterson, 

Amber Oorlog, and Ben Weins as Stephen Ministers. 
After completing 50 hours of in-class training, they 
are now ready to begin their service as members of this 
caring ministry team, providing compassionate Chris-
tian care to those who are going through difficult 
times. It has been a remarkable journey for them, of 
learning and growing in their understanding of what it 
means to minister to others in the example of Christ’s 
love. We are pleased to welcome them on board OSL’s 
Stephen Ministry team.

Stephen Ministries has been a key part of OSL’s Caring 
Ministries program ever since it first began in 1988. With its 
Christ-centered approach, it has provided comfort and sup-
port to people through over 700 assigned caring relationships 
within our congregation and beyond its walls. Through yearly 
class offerings, OSL has trained over 350 of its own Stephen 
Ministers, and now, with the addition of our newly commis-
sioned class members, Our Savior’s will have over 30 active 
Stephen Ministers serving within our congregation. Through 

this lay ministry, God continues to bring healing 
to those who are hurting, and blessings to all who 
are a part of this one-to-one ministry.

If you yourself are going through a difficult time 
and are in need of a little extra support, contact 
the Church Office, 605-336-2942, and ask to 
speak to a Stephen Ministry Team leader; we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. 
Stephen Ministers are ready to walk with you, so 
you do not walk alone.

Or perhaps you would like to know more about 
how you can become part of OSL’s Stephen  

Ministry team. Contact Deb Harlan, Stephen 
Ministry Liaison, or me with any questions 
you may have about the training and ministry 
itself. Just call the Church Office, 605-336-
2942, and ask to speak to one of us.

Thanks be to God for the many ways we con-
tinue to reach out to each other through the 
power of God’s Spirit within us, and thanks be 
to God for the gift of our Stephen Ministers. 
May we continue to “love one another and 
God has first loved us!”

—Pr. Tim Lemme



Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1) 
 Festive: 1:00 p.m., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53),  
 Facebook Live: 8:45 and 10:15 a.m.
 Website: oslchurch.com
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Your support of OSL’s mission to proclaim Christ 
and nurture faith that connects to everyday life is 
life-changing, both for you and for those whom our 
ministry reaches. Thank you for your generosity!

Ways to Give
First Fruits Giving –  

electronic contributions
Text Giving – text sharing to  

73256 and follow the link
My OSL – keep current, and  

quickly set up scheduled and  
one-time giving

Learn more at oslchurch.com/giving

Worship Services 
 Saturday Evening – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Celebrate Center
  Festive Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

Social Media
 twitter.com/oslchurchsf s facebook.com/oslchurchsf s   
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf s instagram.com/oslchurchsf
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