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+Gathering Hymn – ELW, No. 807, “Come Th ou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 
 

 Th anksgiving for Baptism
Come and serve Jesus,
our Living Water,
who joins you in this place today.

How can simple water
accomplish that which is holy?

Jesus used water from a well
to invite a lonely Samaritan
to drink from
God’s reservoir of grace.
Jesus used water
from his very own mouth
to anoint the eyes
of a man born blind.

Th ese stories belong to another people
from a time long ago.
Why should they matter to me?

In baptism, God pours out goodness
in limitless supply.

But I am not worthy of this goodness.
Does God know what I have done?



Jesus uses water to rescue.
Jesus uses water to heal.
Jesus uses water to drown your sin
so your life might reveal God’s glory.

Give me that living water.

It is already yours.
Jesus, you have refreshed us.
Th is water cools my soul
as you make me new again.

 Song for Lent – ELW, No. 666, “What Wondrous Love Is Th is,” sts. 1, 3

 

 Prayer of the Day

WORD
 Reading – John 4:1–42  

 Sermon



Hymn of the Day – ACS, No. 971, “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”

+Apostles’ Creed
For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You can say it 
without thinking about it.

Today we ask you to affi  rm your faith
by answering questions
so you might truly consider
what you believe.
If you feel unable
to affi  rm
your faith today,
listen to those around you.
Borrow some faith from them
as we share these ancient words.

Do you believe there is a God who made us?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe this God sent a child named Jesus to save this world?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



Do you believe the Holy Spirit animates our faith and empowers the church 
today?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

+Prayers of the People
You shaped this world with joy.
And you have placed us here
to lovingly tend 
your beautiful,
bountiful,
and wonderful world. 

Yet so many people feel divorced from
the goodness in your creation,
the goodness in their neighbor,
and the goodness in themselves.   

Th e earth, your creation, is broken today.
We ask for your healing as we pray.

Like a parent,
you wish 
you could 
take 
our pain as your own.

You invite us to serve you,
so why do we feel unworthy
of the refreshment 
you provide?

Hold us closer
when we suff er.
And draw closer to our friends
whose concerns we share with you today...

Come with us to the graveside
where we wait 
with our grieving friends 
for the day of new life.

Your people, your beloved, are broken today.
We ask for your salvation as we pray.

Th ank you for bringing us together
to share your name
and your purpose 
and a world to love.

Th ank you for your prayers of faithful love
given to Nicholas Torbert and Andy Feng
as they were joined in marriage this past week.



‘Th ank you for healing
our bodies
and our spirits
and our society 
and this place. 

Be patient with us,
because we judge one another,
even though you are shamelessly gracious.

Th e Church, your holy people, are ready today.
We ask for your Spirit as we pray.

MEAL
 Offering
  Invitation

Before we collect
our off ering today,
we prepare ourselves
with a moment of prayer.
 God, prepare us to give today,
 to each other and to you.

 Give us boldness
 so we might ask
 our neighbors 
 what they truly need.

 Give us humility
 so we might listen to their answers.

 Give us patience
 to tolerate disappointment
 as we wait for goodness to grow.

 Give us generosity
 so others can benefi t
 from the money and food
 and other things
 the world tells us
 to keep to ourselves.

 Give us abundance
 so no one ever leaves here hungry.

 Amen.
  Off ering Music – “Wash Me in Your Water,” Greg Scheer
  Off ering Prayer

 God, what will you do
 with these gift s?
 We may never know.

 But we carry a faith
 passed to us
 through generations.



 We set the table
 with food and drink
 harvested by many hands.

 We break the bread
 of answered prayers.

 Use the gift s we give today
 to grow tomorrow’s mercy.

 Amen.
 

 Holy Communion
Dialogue

Where is our God?
 God is here in this place.
Where are your hearts?
 We have given them to God.
What shall we do in the presence of our God?
 We shall give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Praise and thanks go to you, Great God.
From the fi rst days of humankind,
when your people fell far from you in sin,
the fi rst sinners wondered if you still loved them.
Your answer was,
Yes.
When your people were enslaved,
they wondered if you cared enough 
to bring them to freedom.
Again, you said,
Yes.
Any time your people were exiled and afraid,
the prophets wondered 
if your people would live again.
Always,
always, 
your answer was, 
yes.

Out of your unfl inching yes for our salvation,
you sent our savior Jesus.
When everyday people met your Son,
they asked, “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”
Christ’s abundant forgiveness,
humiliating death, 
and glorious resurrection
all answered 
yes
to the question of your love

Now, humble people, 
we respond with our own affi  rmation.



Is our God loving?
Does our God work for the good of those who wait for justice?
Does our God bring new life to those who have died?
 Yes, 
 yes, 
 yes.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Invitation to the Table
Lamb of God



Communion Hymn – ELW, No. 331, “As the Deer Runs to the River” 

Proclamation aft er Holy Communion
 Friends, now you have 
 tasted God’s goodness for yourself.

 Is our God loving?
 Does our God work for the good of all?
 Does our God bring new life?

 Together, we say it again:
 Yes, 
 yes, 
 yes.

SENDING
 Sending Hymn – ELW, No. 658, “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts,” sts. 1, 2, 4
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 Announcements

 Sending
Go now to serve
the Messiah Jesus,
the source of living water.

As you leave,
remember the disciples
who came upon Jesus
speaking to that
Samaritan woman by the well.

Th ey were too bashful
to ask why Jesus
would speak with someone like her.

Where do you least expect
to fi nd Jesus?

 Postlude – “Fanfare: Gopsal,” David Willcocks
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