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From the Senior Pastor
Ever Forward
The annual meeting held on Sunday,  
January 29, was another example of how 
the future at Our Savior’s is bright with 
hope. Not only did we celebrate how a 
church member (Bob Thimjon) applied 
his gifts and passion for this congrega-
tion’s mission to proclaim Christ and 
nurture faith that connects to everyday 
life in facilitating the sale of our four rental houses, but we 
also affirmed a strategic plan that will guide us “ever forward” 
in this ministry that we share.

The plan has three strategic goals that will enable us to 
achieve our vision: Guided by God’s grace and in response to 
our changing world, we will nurture community and serve 
those in need.

1. Build Our Savior’s identity and stretch our boundaries 
as a “Church of Substance.” This goal will lead us down 
a path of describing and claiming both who we are as a 
congregation in mission for the sake of the world as well 
as who we are aspiring to be. This will be accomplished 
through focused reflection and conversation on five word 
pairs: Courageously Vulnerable; Deliberately Atypical; 
Shamelessly Gracious; Boldly Exploring; and Faithfully 
Engaged. I hope each of you will participate in this forma-
tive exercise that will bring clarity to who God is calling us 
to be.

2. Prioritize financial stability and capacity to achieve the 
vision. There is no doubt that the pandemic as well as our 
focus on justice issues have reshaped our congregation to 
the extent that we need to reassess how we are structured 
for ministry. At its core, this goal is about stewarding the 
abundant resources with which God has blessed us.

3. Increase meaningful membership growth, retention, 
and engagement. Pandemic isolation and uncertainty 
seriously affected our sense of community. This goal will 
help us focus on rebuilding our connections with one 
another as well as identifying how the impact of our minis-
try is made stronger and more effective when all of us are 
actively engaged in those areas of ministry that align with 
our personal talents and passions.

I am personally very excited about the potential this plan 
has to reenergize our congregation around a shared sense of 
community, possibility, and identity in support of our mis-
sion. May God continue to lead us ever forward into God’s 
preferred future for us and for those we serve.

Grace and peace,

Pr. Randy Gehring



The Flavor of Lent
Pr. Justin Kosec
We often describe Lent as a time of discipline. A time for 
careful regulation. Self-control. Days carefully counted and 
carved with prayer. 

This can give Lent a penitential flavor. Lent becomes a time 
to count our sins. Or to try to master our appetites. In this 
sense, Lent is like tightening a belt just enough to feel your 
spiritual belly pop out; with every constrained breath you 
remind yourself just how much sinful chocolate you actually 
consume.

I think there is value in Lenten privation. But to me, the goal 
of such discipline is attentiveness, mindfulness, intention. 
And you can achieve such attentiveness through more than 
simply restricting your diet. 

I have friends who add something during Lent, like a Bible 
reading. A time for focused daily writing. 

I have one clergy friend who gives up meetings for Lent. She 
has her church do the same thing. Imagine how this changes 
the rhythm of work, or even what we think we require to 
accomplish our work. 

This Lent, we’re following the scripture readings to discover a 
different kind of Lenten discipline: Question-asking. 

Before I share what this means, let’s consider questions for a 
moment. 

Have you ever stopped to wonder what a question is? 

It’s not quite as simple as it seems.

Recently, I counted the number of questions in the scripture 
readings that appear in our Lenten calendar, and there are 
over a hundred. 

Some of these questions are curious, open-ended questions. 
For instance, when Jesus teaches a Samaritan woman about 

the water of life in John 4, she asks him, “Where can you get 
this living water?” 

This is a familiar kind of question. The woman wants to know 
what Jesus has to say; she wants to hear his answer.

But not all questions work like this. 

When Nicodemus speaks with Jesus in John 2, both ask ques-
tions with more of an…edge. Responding to Jesus’ teaching 
with incredulity, Nicodemus asks, “How can someone be 
born when they are old?” Later in the conversation, Jesus claps 
back at Nicodemus with a pointy question of his own: “You 
are Israel’s teacher, and you do not understand these things?”



Staffing Update (February 2023)
At this writing, several staff positions remain open at Our 
Savior’s:

• Faith Community Nurse – This position is part-time and 
is an integral part of our Spiritual Care team. Absent any 
additional applications, our plan is to fulfill some of the re-
sponsibilities of this position with volunteer service from 
nurses in the congregation.

• Youth Director – We are interviewing candidates for this 
full-time position and are hopeful that we will be making 
an announcement soon regarding filling this critical role 
on our faith formation team. Stay tuned!

• Pastor of Youth and Family – This full-time position will 
remain open until further analysis of our staffing structure 
and our financial condition and capacity is completed. In 
the meantime, we will continue to invite area pastors, es-
pecially female clergy, to serve as our guest preachers from 
time to time to ensure that a diversity of voices is offered 
from the pulpit.

Please hold in your prayers all of OSL’s staffing needs as well 
as those whom God may be preparing to join our ministry.

sized question from scripture; and you’ll practice praying 
through questions. 

Throughout the whole season, we will hold space for the kind 
of uncertainty, discernment, and dialogue that only questions 
can provide. 

Hopefully, when we listen carefully, we will find God posing 
questions to us in return. Then we will discover what we no-
tice in the scripture: God always uses a question to draw closer 
to the people God loves. s

Pick up a copy of Ask: A Daily Devotional Guide by  
Justin Kosec and Emily Trubey-Weller at the Welcome  
Center, download a copy at oslchurch.com, or scan the QR 
code below. All materials from Ask are © 2023 Barn Geese 
Worship, used by permission.

While Jesus and Nicodemus fence with questions, the serpent 
in Genesis 3 uses questions to deceive. The serpent asks a 
question to sow doubt, to create distance, to drive a wedge of 
uncertainty between Eve and God. 

So what is a question? Is a question an opportunity to learn 
from someone? Or a device for baiting them? It can do both. 
Does a question build relationship? Yes, sometimes. But we 
can also use questions to belittle others (“Why would you do 
something like that?”) or put them on the defensive (“How 
dare you!”).

Here’s what we discover in the scripture readings this Lent: 
people often pose questions of every kind to Jesus. People 

use questions to defy Jesus. They ask 
questions to learn from Jesus. Some try 
to use questions to trap Jesus. 

If prayer is conversation with God, this 
means people pray with Jesus using 
cagey, clever, curious, cautious, and 
courageous questions. They come to 
God, arms full with uncertainty. They 
open their hearts to God by showing 
Jesus their doubts. They defy God by 
refusing to accept Jesus’s most challeng-
ing teachings. 

So this…ah…begs some questions. How 
do we use questions in our relationship 
with God? What questions do we avoid 
asking—because they feel too danger-
ous, or because we hesitate to reveal 
our ignorance? What have you always 
wanted to ask God? Or, what would 
you never want God to ask you? How, 

if at all, do we allow dialogue with God to transform our rela-
tionship with God? How do our questions change once we’re 
engaged in this holy conversation? 

Questions always lead to more questions. 

That’s what we explore in our Lent series, Ask. 

Each weekend in worship we hear longer scripture readings 
where people unfurl questions before God. In their questions, 
we hear echoes of our own.

In Wednesday worship at noon and 6:40 p.m., we create space 
for dialogue around questions we might carry today.

In our daily devotional (available for free! Details at the end 
of this article), you’ll have time to carefully consider a bite-



Television and Internet
 Celebrate: 9:00 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1) 
 Festive: 1:00 p.m., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53),  
 Facebook Live: 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
 Website: oslchurch.com
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Your support of OSL’s mission to proclaim Christ 
and nurture faith that connects to everyday life is 
life-changing, both for you and for those whom our 
ministry reaches. Thank you for your generosity!

Ways to Give
First Fruits Giving –  

electronic contributions
Text Giving – text sharing to  

73256 and follow the link
My OSL – keep current, and  

quickly set up scheduled and  
one-time giving

Learn more at oslchurch.com/giving

Worship Services
 Saturday Evening – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
 Sunday Morning
  Celebrate Worship – 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., Celebrate Center
  Festive Worship – 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

Social Media
 twitter.com/oslchurchsf s facebook.com/oslchurchsf s   
  youtube.com/oslchurchsf s instagram.com/oslchurchsf
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