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An Exhibit of Contemporary Icons
by Ludmila Pawlowska

The art exhibit Icons in Transformation will soon end its stay 
at Our Savior’s and move to its next venue—but you still have 
a bit of time to stop by OSL and view or re-view this unique 
exhibit of contemporary art that encourages the viewer to 
reflect on the intersection of the temporal and the eternal.

At this writing, the last “official” date for Icons in Transforma-
tion (that is, the last date for which guides will be available, 
should you wish one) will be Thursday, January 11. You are 
welcome to come view the pieces during the day on January 
12, but that weekend will see the beginning of removing, 
crating, and loading the pieces for their travels.

OSL is pleased to have been selected to host Icons in Transfor-
mation these past several months since its October 1 opening. 
The exhibit has toured cathedrals and museums across Europe 
and the United States, with more than 150,000 people in the 
U.S. alone having enjoyed the work of the acclaimed abstract 
expressionist artist Ludmila Pawlowska.

Ludmila—Mila, as she likes to be called—was born in  
Kazakhstan, a former Soviet Republic with Ukraine roots. 
After the fall of the Soviet Union, Mila moved to Sweden, 



where she and her husband, Jan Lech, run the Scandinavian 
Art Center. 

Mila began creating icons after the sudden death of her 
Ukrainian mother. She found comfort recalling the icons she 
had seen in a monastery, and worked through her grief through 
her own artwork. She continues to develop her abstract expres-
sionism style of painting and sculpture, characterized by highly 
textured artworks.

In response to the anguish and fear the Ukrainian people 
have endured following Russia’s attack, Mila donates all artists 
proceeds from 2022–2023 sales of Icons in Transformation 
artworks to UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees) and CARE International to provide life-saving 
protections to Ukrainian families forced to flee their homes.

“I make art because I can’t live without it. Art doesn’t have 
a clear goal or aim. The painting for me is the principal, 
connecting link between concrete world and the illusory 

one. The painting reflects not only the splashes of emotions 
like despair, suffering, delight, beauty, recklessness but it 
does the movement of time, a view of it is being modified 

through mentality and imagine of the artist.”  
–Ludmila Pawlowska

Bringing Icons in Transformation to the Sioux Falls commu-
nity required a herculean effort by OSL members and staff, 
and simply would not have been possible without the hours of 
selfless effort put forward by the many volunteers who served 
on the organizing committee, helped unload and install the 
exhibit, worked as guides, and spread the word among their 
families and friends.

In addition, OSL acknowledges the support of the sponsors 



All Icons in Transformation artwork © Ludmila Pawlowska

For more information about Ludmila Pawlowska, visit  
www.ludmilapawlowska.se or www.galleriodenslunda.se. Photos are 
by photographer Andrzej Tyszko, www.tyszkoandrzej.com.pl.

whose contributions helped make Icons in Transformation a 
reality: 

David and Deanna Knudson, Roy Rogers and Jan  
Haugen-Rogers, Jann Haas, Anne Rieck McFarland and 
Dennis McFarland, Darrel and Joyce Goldammer, Jim and 
Carol Oakland, American Bank and Trust, Dr. Greg Schultz, 
Dr. Loren Tschetter, and those sponsors who prefer to remain 
anonymous. 

Thanks also to Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken and  
Augustana University Art Professor Scott Parsons, who spoke 
at the exhibit’s open house. 

And special thanks to the people of Minerva’s Restaurant in 
Sioux Falls, who contributed catering and serving at the open 
house.

And of course, thanks to Mila and Jan for the opportunity to 
share these extraordinary pieces with the OSL family and the 
larger community. s

Background photo by Nick Fewings on Unsplash

Christmas Eve –
10:00 a.m., Celebrate Center
3:30 p.m., Celebrate Center
4:30 p.m., Sanctuary
5:30 p.m., Celebrate Center
6:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Christmas Eve worship broadcast on FOX TV at 10:00 p.m.

Christmas Day–
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary



Television and Internet
Celebrate: 9:00 a.m., KTTW (cable channel 9; channel 7.1) 
Festive: 1:00 p.m., KSCB (cable channel 30; channel 53),  
Facebook Live: 8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Website: oslchurch.com
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Your support of OSL’s mission to proclaim Christ 
and nurture faith that connects to everyday life is 
life-changing, both for you and for those whom our 
ministry reaches. Thank you for your generosity!

Ways to Give
First Fruits Giving – 

electronic contributions
Text Giving – text sharing to 

73256 and follow the link
My OSL – keep current, and 

quickly set up scheduled and 
one-time giving

Learn more at oslchurch.com/giving

Worship Services
Saturday Evening – 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Sunday Morning

Celebrate Worship – 8:45 a.m., Celebrate Center
Festive Worship – 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 

Social Media
 twitter.com/oslchurchsf s facebook.com/oslchurchsf s 

 youtube.com/oslchurchsf s instagram.com/oslchurchsf
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